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AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF SEARCH WARRANT
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B. Wickersham, being duly swom, depose and say:

I have been a Postal Inspector of the United States Postal Inspcction Service (USPIS) for
approximately twenty months. 1am authorized to investigate crimes involving violations of

“Title 18U

S.C. Sections 2332(a), 1114, and 1512(a)(2).

This affidavit is respectfully submitted in support of an application for warrants to scarch
the following premises and vehicles, pursuant to the domestic terrorism search warrant provision
found at Rule 41(b)(3) of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, in that it involves threats to
witnesses in, and obstruction of, a domestic tefrorism investigation, pending in the District of

Columbia.
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Frederick, Maryland, a single family residence. The residence
has white pamied wood siding, with a white front door that is located on the right
side of the front of the home. The front door has an exterior storm door. Lefi of the
front door are two windows cased with red shutters, A black railing leads up several
stairs to the front door where the numbers@llare indicated in black above the
door. The search will include a large white shed with peeling paint, that is located on
the rear of the property, along with the backyard. Bruce Edwards Ivins purchased the
house Investigation has disclosed the property has been his principle
residence since Scptember, 2001,

1le #1: a vehicle with Maryland registrati expiration

and Vehicle Identification Number The vehicle
15 described as blue, 4 door sedan, and 1s registered 10 Bruce
Edwards Tvins, Frederick, MD. Bruce Edwards Ivins purchased
the vehicle d has been the sole owner, and is the primary user.

Automobile #2: search a vehicle with Maryland registration expiration
—, and Vehicle ldentification Number The vehicle
is described as a 1993 Honda Civic, blue, 4 door sedan, and is registered to Bruce

Edwards lvins, Frederick, MD. Bruce Edwards Ivins purchased
the vehicle 12/0 and has been the sole owner. The vehicle is primarily used
by Ivins’s wife, and 1s driven on occasion by Bruce Edwards
Tvins.

Aut

Autpmobilc #3. A warrant to scarch a vehicle with Maryland repjstratj
expiration and Vehicle Identification Number
The vehicle 1s

1 ed as a 1996 Dodge van, red, and is registered to Diane Betsch
Ivins, Frederick, MD. *purchased the vehicle
10/17/1996, and the vehicle is driven on occasion by Bruce Edwards Ivins.




As discussed below, there is probable cause to believe that a scarch of the
aforementioned premises may result in the collection of evidence relevant to an ongoing criminal
investigation into the dissemination of a Weapon of Mass Destruction (anthrax) through the U.S.
mail system in September 2001 and QOctober 2001 in violation of Title 18, United States Code,
Sections 2332(a) and 1114, which killed five people and infected at least 17 others, and into
tampering with a witness or informant in connection with that ongoing domestic terrorism
investigation, in violation of Title 18, United States Code Section 1512(a)(2).

Overview

The Federal Bureau of Investigation and the U.S. Postal Inspection Service (hereinafter
"Task Force") investigation of the anthrax attacks has led to the identification of Dr. Bruce
Edward Ivins, an anthrax rescarcher at the U.S. Army Medical Research Institute for Infectious
Diseases, Fort Detrick, MD (hereinatter “USAMRIID™), as a person necessitating further
investigation for scveral reaspps: (1) At the time of the attacks, hc was the custodian of a large
flask of highly purified anthréx spores that possess certain genctic mutations identical to the
anthrax used in the attacks; (2) lvins has been unable to give investigators an adequate
explanation for his late night laboratory work hours around the time of both anthrax mailings; (3)
Ivins has claimed that he was suffering serious mcntal,hgaal&h issues in the months precedmg the
attacks, and told a coworker that he bad “incredible paranmd delusional thoughts at times” and
feared that he might not be able to control his behavior; (4) lvins is believed to have submitted
false samples of anthrax: from his lab to the FBI for forensic analysis in order to mislead
investigators; (5) at the time 8f the attacks, Iving was under pressure at work to assist a private
company that had lost its FDA approval to produce an anthrax vaccine the Army needed for U.S.
troops, and which Ivins belicved was essential for the anthrax program at USAMRIID; and (6)
Ivins sent an email te m few days before the anthrax attacks
warning®Wrhat “Bin Caden terToTists tor anthrax and sarin gas™ and haVe “just
decreed death to ail Jews a H&Amcncanq " language similar to the anthrax letters warning
“WE HAVE THIS ANTH] " DEATH TO AMERICA ... DEATH TO ISRAEL.” In his -
affidavit dated October 31, 2007_. submitted in support of an mmal scarch of the residence and
vehicles of Bruce Edwards [vins, Supervisory Postal Inspector Thomas F. Delafera described in
greater detail information regarding Bruce Edwards Ivins, and his probable connéctjon to the
anthrax mailings. 1 hereby incorporate this affidavit by reference herein. See Exhibit A.

" Facdtual Background

Over the course of Ll'}c past few yeirs, Br. Ivins has become aware that the Task Force
constders him a person who warrants further investigation in connection with the anthrax
attacks. He has been interviewed a number of times by law enforcement throughout the course
of the ncarly seven-year investigation, most rccently in the presence of his attorney on June@,a
2008. In addition, on November I, 2007, Task Force agents executed search warrants at his
residence, his ofﬁce at USAMRIID,.and his vehicles, for evidenceginking him to the anthrax
attacks, and seized a number of items, including numerous letters t6 members of Congress and
the media, along with handguns. Finally, in recent months in particular, he has told co~workers
and friends that he is a suspect in the investigation, even revealing to one friend a few weeks ago
that his attorney has told him to prepare to be indicted for the anthrax attacks.



His most recent statement regarding the attacks came two days ago on Wednesday, July
9, 2008. While at a group therapy session in Frederick, Maryland, he revealed to the Licensed
Climcal Social Worker and other members of the group that he was a suspect in this
investigation. He stated that he was a suspect in the anthrax investigation and that he was angry
at the investigators, the government, and the system in general. He said he was not going to face
the death penalty, but instead had a plan to kill co-werkers and other individuals who had
wronged him. He said he had a bullet-proof vest, and a list of co-workers, and added that he was
going 1o obtain a Glock firearm from his son within the next day, because federal agents are
watching him and he could not obtain & weapon on his own. Based on these statements, the
Soctal Worker called the Frederick, Maryland, police department, and they took custody of
Bruce Edwards Ivins on Thursday, Tuly 10, 2008, for a forensic evaluation at Frederick
Memorial Hospital, where he remains as of this writing, '

Further, with respect to backyard at the residence, at approximately 10:30 p.m., in early
June 2008, Bruce Edwards Ivins was observed walking in the rain out into an area of his
backyard near his back fence. He was then observed roaking a raking or digging motion in that
area. Subsequent visual scrutiny of that arca revealed that it was an untended area of grass and

other vegetation.

Finally, with respect to the three vehicles, over the course of the past several months,
visual surveillance has been conducted regularly at the residence of Bruce Edwards Ivins at
Frederick, Maryland. Such surveillance has revealed that all three vehicles are
regularly parked in front of the Ivins residence or in the driveway on the property.

The Task Force submits that a search Subject Residence and Subject Vehicles may reveal
physical or documentary evidence that will assist the investigation into thesc threats to witnesses
related to the anthrax investigation, and obstruction of that investigation. The search is for
firearms and other weapons;-ballistics vests or other protective gear, and any writings identifying
a plan to kill witnesses or names of intended victims, or any other relevant docurnents, notes,
photographs, and records in various formats, including computer files and other electronic
media, as more fully described in the Attachment to this affidavit.

Conclusion

Based on the foregoihg, I submit that therc is probable cause 1o believe that a search of
the Subject Residence and Subject Vehicles may result in collection of evidence relevant to the
investigation of threats to witmesses in, and obstruction of, the investigation into the
dissemination of a weapon of mass destruction (anthrax) through the U.S. mail system in
September and October 2001 in violation of 18 U.S.C., Sections 1512(a)(2), 2332a and 1114.
Specifically, there is probable cause to believe that a scarch of the Subject Residence and
Subject Vehicles as described in the Attachment to this affidavit, may reveal firearms and other
weapons, ballistics vests, and writings identifying a plan to kill witnesses, names of intended
victims, photographs, and other relevant documents,



Because this affidavit is part of an ongoing investigation that would be jeopardized by
premature disclosure of information, I further request that this Affidavit, the accompanying
Order, and other related documents be filed under seal until further order of the Court.

The statements contained in this Affidavit are based in part on information provided by
FBI Special Agents and U.S. Postal Inspectors, on observations made by law enforcement
agents, and on my experience and background as a Postal Inspector. I have not included each
and every fact known to me concerning this investigation. 1 have sct forth only the facts that I
believe are necessary to establish the necessary foundation for the search warrant.

/
CAAMRLES B, WICKERSHAM

Péstal Inspector
U.S. Postal Inspection Service
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