Central American Disaster and Health
Information Network (CANDHI)
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When Disasters Strike...
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INTENSE NATURAL PHENOMENA IN THE AMERICAS
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A Journey to a Safer World

The role of mformatlon
management and
dissemination In
disaster reduction }




CANDHI

A network of ten
Information centers in
medical libraries, NGOs,
government agencies

* SIX countries
Collect organize, and

disaster information ,_ w% e




Managing Disasters
IS
Managing Information

Rellable mformatlon iS the ¢ .
most valued commodity




Dlsaster Informatlon

Increased need & ) =,
demand for i —
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%= \Wealth of
iInformation, but
little 1s accessible

*= Vital to disaster
prevention and
mitigation




Mexice Death Toll {official figures)

Background
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Tens of thousands
fled homes

Hurricane Mitch g —

Micaragua

O Cto b e r 1 9 9 8 & sl R : = 3.500 dead or missing
] 725,000 homeless
El Salvador .
370 dead or missing, e
50,000 homelass Costa Rica
T dead

Owerall figures for Central America and Southern Mexico
19,000 dead or missing, 2.Tm homeless,

El Salvador
Earthquakes |
Jan./Feb. 2001




Program Goal

Support and improve
the health information
Infrastructure In
Central America




CRID - Regional Disaster
Information Center

> Create dlsaster preventron culture through
the collection and dissemination of literature
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" Honduras

+ UNAH Medical School
+ CURN Llibrary

» Nicaragua
+ CIES School of Public
Health Library

+ UNAN Medical School

* El Salvador

+ Ministry of Health/PAHO
+ CEPRODE
+ University of El Salvador




CANDHI Centers

Guatemala

Universidad de San
Carlos Medical School

Costa Rica
National Emergency
Commission

Panama
National System for
Civil Protection
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Health Information
Infrastructure Development

2 Technologlcal
Infrastructure

# Information
Management Training

# Information Product
Development




Technology Infrastructure
Corﬁpufer HardWaré s |
and Software

* Local Area Networks

#* Internet Connectivity

* Information
Management Tools

* CANDHI meta-search
tool
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Informatlon I\/Ianagement

Collect organlze and
disseminate
Information

+Development and
mamtenance of

+Search training
+|T training




Informatlon Products

Dlgltal lerary

Online and Special Topic CDs
CRID - 10,000 documents CANDHI centers — 2,000 documents
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Information Products

ANDHI Web sites

&

&

Health and disaster
resources

Full-text documents

Local resources

News, maps, up-
to-date weather
Information
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CANDHI |n actlon s

= Information services
Education

v Disagster medicine
curriculum

= National disaster
committees/agencies

International
cooperation

% Sustainable
methodology
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Hurrlcanes Adrlan and Stan

CANDHI Centers Rapld
Response to Hurricanes

+ Storm information (weather,
storm track, maps)

+ ldentified and highlighted
key resources and documents

+ Provided information to
local officials at their
Institutions and government
agencies




Health Science Library
Enhancements A

# Empowered health
sciences libraries

* Enabled access to
Information

x Enhanced
perception of
libraries and
librarians




Sustainability - Expansion

Disaster Information Center Toolkit

CANDHI is a model that may be
replicated in other areas of the
Americas or the world [ oo 7
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Conclusmn

Dlssemmatlon of quallty mformatlon is:

the most cost . _
effective disaster C?e””f"" American
; Y librarians/computer S,
reduction activity @l specialists
and a way to
empower nationals
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