Land Biomes (@qisadussun)

Alpine

Alpine biomes are found in mountain
regions at altitudes greater than
3,000 meters with winter
temperatures below 0° C and summer
temperatures between 10 to 15° C.

Examples® Andes, Rockies, and
Himalayan mountains, Switzerland

Photo courtesy of Eric Stonebreaker

Rocky Mountains, Colorado, USA
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Tundra

Tundra biomes are found at latitudes
of 55 to 75° with most found in the
Northern Hemisphere. Tundra
biomes have permanently frozen soil
at depths of 25 to 100 centimeters;
predominately lichens, mosses, and
other low growing plants; and mean
annual temperatures of —-28° C.

In summers, the sun shines almost
continuously and temperatures range
from 3 to 16° C.

FExamples® Antarctica, Canada,
Finland, Greenland, Iceland,
Norway, USA

Photo courtesy of Jane Buus Sorensen
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Taiga or Boreal Forest

Taiga biomes are found between 50° N and the
Arctic Circle. Predominate vegetation is needle—leaf
trees (e.g. pines, spruce) and temperatures are below
freezing for six months out of the year. Winters are
snowy and cold (—54° to 1° C) and summers can be
rainy, humid and warm (7 to 21° C). Annual
precipitation ranges from 300 to 850 mm.

Examples: Canada, China, Finland, Norway, Russia,
Sweden, USA

Photo courtesy of http//www.lter.uaf.edu

Fairbanks, Alaska
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Temperate Deciduous Forest
Temperature Deciduous Forests have
four distinct seasons (spring,
summer, autumn, winter) with mean
annual temperatures of 10° C and
precipitation from 760 to 1,525 mm
per year. Vegetation consists of
deciduous trees (e.g. oak, beech, and
maple), shrubs, short plants, mosses,
and lichens.

FExamples: Canada, China, Furope,
Japan, Russia, USA

Photo courtesy of Markus Eugster

Uzwil, Switzerland
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Deciduous fl}iph:ruuurp;‘l Forest, Thailand

Photo comrtesy of D Secntorn Klamyong

Tropical Deciduous Forest

Tropical Deciduous Forests occur near
the equator, within the area bounded

by latitudes 23.5 degrees N and 23.5
degrees S. have two seasons (rainy and
drv) and could be moist or dry deciduous
forests.




Rainforest
Vegetation is dense, tall, and green with a lot of precipitation throughout the year.

Tropical Rainforest

Tropical Rainforests are found between 23.5° N and
23.5° S; have mean annual temperatures of 20 to 34° C;
and high precipitation (2,000-10,000 mm/yr). Trees
are predominately broadleaf with many types of
species.

FExamples: Brazil, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand,
Pacific Islands, West Africa

Photo courtesy of Pattrawut Pusingha
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Thailand

National Park,

Temperate Rainforest

Temperate Rainforests are found along the
coast in temperate regions. Precipitation
is regular throughout the year (~2,500
mm/yr). Trees are also predominately
broadleaf, but there is lower species
diversity and temperatures are cooler.

FExamples: USA, Chile, Japan, Norway,
New Zealand

Photo courtesy of Jessica Robin
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Grasslands
Found between forests and deserts with less rain than forests. Vegetation is predominately grass

with few trees and bushes. Grasslands are also called savanna (Africa), steppes (Europe), pampas
(South America).

Tropical Grasslands

Found closest to the equator and are hot year
round. Mean annual precipitation ranges
from 600 to 1,500 mm.

Examples: Australia, Cameroon, Ghana,
Kenya, South Africa

Photo courtesy of http://www.ucmp.berkeley.

edu/exhibits/biomes/grasslands.php

Savanna in the Samburu Game Preserve, Kenya

Temperate Grasslands

Found farther from the equator and have hot
summers and cold winters. Mean annual
precipitation ranges from 250 to 750 mm.

Examples: Argentina, China, Mongolia, Siberia,
South Africa, USA

Photo courtesy of Namchinsuren Tsiyen-Oidov

Mongolia
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Shrubland/Chaparral

Shrubland biomes are found at latitudes of 30 to 50° N
and 30 to 40° S and have mild winters and hot and dry
summers. Temperatures range from 0 to 40° C.
Annual precipitation ranges from 250 mm to 400 mm.
Vegetation consists of shrubs, trees, and cacti with
leaves that are small and hold moisture. Terrain can
be flat, rocky, or mountainous.

Examples: Australia, Chile, Croatia, South Africa,
USA

Photo courtesy of Jessica Robin
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Desert
Deserts are very dry with precipitations less than 200 mm per year and little vegetation.

Hot Desert

Found at latitudes of 15 up to 37° North and
South of the equator. Days are very hot

(40° C) and nights are cool (10° C).

Examples: Africa, Australia, USA

Photo courtesy of http://www.ucmp.berkeley.
edu/exhibits/biomes/deserts.php#cold

Sand dunes in Death Valley National Monument,
California
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Cold Desert
Found in Antarctic, Greenland
and the Nearctic realm.

Examples: Iceland

http://www.ucmp.berkeley.

Photo courtesy of
edu/exhibits/biomes/
deserts.pho#cold
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Lichen growing on Torgerson Island, Antarctica;

kangaroo rat
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