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STATE OF CALIFORNIA--HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY                                                                                                                   GRAY DAVIS,  Governor

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814  

March 18, 2002

ALL COUNTY LETTER NO. 02-28

TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS
ALL FOOD STAMP COORDINATORS
ALL CalWORKS PROGRAM SPECIALISTS

SUBJECT: TRAFFICKING VICTIMS PROTECTION ACT OF 2000 ELIGIBILITY TO
FOOD STAMP AND CalWORKS, EFFECTIVE JANUARY 24, 2000

REFERENCE:  PUBLIC LAW 106-386 AND ADMINISTRATIVE NOTICE 01-60, 02-20,
    MPP 63-405, MPP 43-119 AND ACL 01-58

The purpose of this letter is to provide instructions regarding the eligibility of trafficking
victims in the Food Stamp (FSP) and CalWORKS Programs.  Public Law 106-386,
effective January 24, 2000, extends FSP and CalWORKS benefits to certain trafficking
victims. Trafficking victims are undocumented non-citizens subjected to acts induced by
force, fraud, coercion or involuntary labor.  The Department of Health and Human
Services, Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) has the authority to certify the victims. 
For purposes of establishing eligibility, they are to be treated as refugees under Section
207 of the Immigration and Naturalization Act. 

In the application process, the CWD shall verify the immigration status of these 
noncitizens for FSP and CalWORKS purposes as follows:

1. Accept the original ORR certification letter.  No Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS) documentation is required at this time.

2. Call the trafficking verification line at (202) 401-5510 if an individual presents an
expired certification letter, to confirm the validity of a certification letter and to notify
ORR of the benefits for which the individual has applied.

3. The date of entry will be the ORR certification date on the certification letter.  The
date of entry is the first date of eligibility.  Benefit certification shall not begin prior
to the certified date of entry.

4. Issue food stamp and cash aid benefits to the same extent as a refugee if the
                 applicant meets all other program eligibility criteria.

  REASON FOR THIS TRANSMITTAL

  [   ] State Law  Change
  [x  ] Federal Law or Regulation

    Change
  [   ] Court Order or Settlement

    Agreement
  [   ] Clarification Requested by One
                 or More Counties
  [   ] Initiated by CDSS
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5. Record the expiration date of the certification letter.  The initial ORR certification
letters have an expiration date eight months from the initial certification date.

As of November 6, 2001, certification letters for adults and eligibility letters for children
no longer contain expiration dates.  An individual who is certified on or after
November 6, 2001 will receive a certification letter without an expiration date.  The re-
certification letters will not have an expiration date and will contain a lowercase “r” beside
the HHS tracking number.

If at the end of the food stamp certification period, ORR has not issued a follow-up letter
extending certification as a trafficking victim, the individual is no longer eligible for food
stamp benefits and CalWORKS as a refugee under the trafficking authority.

Section 107(b) (1) (A), (C) AND (E) in part of the Act, frequently asked questions
provided by FNS and sample ORR certification letters are attached.  If you have any
questions, call Sandra Pierce of the FSP at (916) 653-5208, David Wiley of CalWORKS
at (916) 654-3062 or Linda Keene at (916) 654-2602 or Betts Smith at (916) 654-0495 in
the Refugee Programs Branch.

Sincerely,

Original document signed by

BRUCE WAGSTAFF
Deputy Director
Welfare to Work Division

Attachments
















