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This standard adopts the International Standardization Organization’s (IS0) two-letter 
country codes in ISO-3166-1.  This standard was published in 1997 and is maintained by 
the ISO 3166 Maintenance Agency (ISO 3166/MA). New names and codes are added 
when the United Nations publish new names in either their Terminology Bulletin Country 
Names or in the Country and Region Codes for Statistical Use maintained by the United 
Nations Statistics Division. There is no other way of having new country names included 
in ISO 3166-1. 
 
For more detailed information about the standard, visit the FIPS website at:   
http://www.iso.org/iso/en/prods-services/iso3166ma/index.html  

http://www.un.org/depts/unsd/methods/m49alpha.htm
http://www.itl.nist.gov/fipspubs/fip5-2.htm

