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FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE





SUBJECT:
Request for Quotation for 40,000 Non-Woven Blankets. Solicitation Number M-OAA-DCHA-09-434
Issue Date:
January 12, 2009
Closing Date:
January 22, 2009
Closing Time:
10:00am EST

Dear Prospective Offeror, 

This is an emergency procurement of commodities for USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) which requires the purchase of 40,000 Non-Woven Blankets, as described in the attached statement of work, to the responsible Offeror who presents the lowest cost technically acceptable (LCTA) quotation. USAID is issuing this solicitation as a small business set-aside and intends to award a firm fixed-price Purchase Order as a result of this RFQ. This solicitation is being issued as a combined synopsis/solicitation for commercial items pursuant to FAR 12.6 and 13.105. The NAICS code for this procurement is 313230 ‘Blankets, Non-Woven fabric, Manufacturing’.
IMPORTANT: Please submit any questions no later than January 15th, to Robert Parnell, via email at rparnell@usaid.gov or telephone 202.712.0727.

Your formal RFQ response shall address the requirements provided in the attached Statement of Work. You must complete, scan, and include the Standard Form 1449 duly signed, with your formal RFQ response. Please submit your formal RFQ response shall be referenced by using Solicitation Number M-OAA-DCHA-09-434 to be received no later than the stated closing date and time stated above. Receipt is preferred electronically and sent to rparnell@usaid.gov, or can be submitted by facsimile transmission to (202) 216.3132, or by hard copy to the following address:
U.S. Agency for International Development

M/OAA/DCHA, Room 7.09-121, Ronald Reagan Building

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20523

Attn: Robert Parnell
Issuance of this solicitation does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the Government, nor does it commit the Government to pay for costs incurred in the preparation and submission of a proposal.  

Sincerely,

Robert Parnell
Contract Specialist

Attachment: Solicitation Number M/OAA/DCHA-09-434
STATEMENT OF WORK 

Procurement of 40,000 Non-Woven Blankets
1.0 - Introduction: 
Ongoing humanitarian support requirements around the world require the procurement of 40,000 Non-Woven Blankets. 
2.0 – Background:
The capacity of the United States’ Government (USG) to quickly respond to international emergencies is dependent on having access to the requested 40,000 Non-Woven Blankets in a timely manner. To accomplish this, USAID/OFDA maintains stockpiles of commonly requested materials. As these commodities are drawn down to fulfill emergency requests, they need to be replenished in preparation for the next emergency situation. Recent requests (and subsequent shipment) of non-woven blankets has reduced the stockpile levels of this commodity.  There is a need to increase the stockpile levels of this commodity and we’re requiring the immediate procurement of 40,000 Non-Woven Blankets.
3.0 - Technical Requirements and Specifications:

Non-Woven Blankets:  The contractor shall provide 40,000 Non-Woven Blankets per the specifications below.  The Authorized Geographic Code for this procurement is 000 - United States of America.
Contractor must provide a physical address of where the blankets will be manufactured.  
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS – Non-Woven Blankets
	Intended Use
	Heavy Duty use for humanitarian relief purpose

	Size
	60” x 80” finished size, plus or minus 1%

	Material
	As per ASTM D 5432-93, Standard Performance Specifications for Blanket Products, Institutional use, with one change; Breaking force ( CRT Method) per ASTM D 5034-95: 133N (30 lb/f) minimum.

	Composition
	Minimum 60% wool and maximum 40% synthetic fiber. The 40% synthetic fiber must be a minimum 20% polyester or nylon and a maximum of 20% acrylic or polypropylene. All fiber must be virgin fiber. No post-consumer material shall be permitted

	Color
	Heather Grey

	Finishing
	Whip-stitching on edges not required

	Weight
	Minimum of 3.75 lbs and no more than 4 lbs.

	Fire Retardency
	Meeting the class 1 rating of ASTM D-4151-92 (Re-approved 1998), standard test method for flammability of blankets.


4.0 – Marking Requirements:
Each Non-Woven Blanket shall be marked with a heat transferred USAID logo.  The logo is to be black in color with a diameter of 12”.  The logo shall appear in the center of the blanket. An electronic copy of USAID logo design is provided and attached to this document.
Non-Woven Blankets shall be square baled tightly and banded with 25 blankets per bale; bales shall be covered with reinforced polypropylene to ensure package integrity and for export and easy handling.  Bale size shall be less than 10 cubic feet.
Printed on each bale in letters measuring at least 2” in height shall be the words “UNITED STATES OF AMERICA DISASTER RELIEF” and the USAID logo. Each bale shall also be marked with a label or tag identifying its contents as “Blanket, Wool, Non-Woven, 60” x 80”Gray.”  The label shall also indicate the quantity per bale (25 each), name of manufacturer (NO ADDRESS), and date of the order or date of manufacturer.  The printing on each outer bale shall be indelible or of a non-smudge nature.
Marking shall be in accordance with clause AIDAR 752.7009 Marking (JAN 1993) http://www.usaid.gov/policy/ads/300/aidar.pdf, included below in full text.  Marking shall also comply with the USAID “Graphic Standards Manual” available at www.usaid.gov/branding.
AIDAR 752.7009  MARKING (JAN 1993)

   (a) It is USAID policy that USAID-financed commodities and shipping containers, and project construction sites and other project locations be suitably marked with the USAID emblem. Shipping containers are also to be marked with the last five digits of the USAID financing document number. As a general rule, marking is not required for raw materials shipped in bulk (such as coal, grain, etc.), or for semi finished products which are not packaged.

   (b) Specific guidance on marking requirements should be obtained prior to procurement of commodities to be shipped, and as early as possible for project construction sites and other project locations. This guidance will be provided through the cognizant technical office indicated on the cover page of this contract, or by the Mission Director in the Cooperating Country to which commodities are being shipped, or in which the project site is located.

   (c) Authority to waive marking requirements is vested with the Regional Assistant Administrators, and with Mission Directors.

   (d) A copy of any specific marking instructions or waivers from marking requirements is to be sent to the Contracting Officer; the original should be retained by the Contractor.

5.0 - Schedule, Data Items, and Other Deliverables:
The contractor shall provide the USAID OFDA Cognizant Technical Officer (CTO) and Contracting Officer (CO) weekly updates until delivery of the entire order is completed. Additionally, the contractor shall provide OFDA Logistics with a weekly update of the status of this procurement until delivery is complete. OFDA Logistics, (202) 712-0234 office, (202) 216-3399 fax.

The contractor must provide weight and dimensions of all cargo, both individual bales and palletized if applicable.  
A separate contract will be awarded for transportation of the Non-Woven Blankets.  The Non-Woven Blankets shall be picked up from the Contractor’s facilities.  No shipping costs shall be included in the Offerors bid, nor will shipping costs be included in this Purchase Order.
The contractor is responsible for any and all storage (if any) in the execution of this Purchase Order.

The 40,000 Non-Woven Blankets shall be available for transport within 21 days after award of this Purchase Order.
Delivery shall be made at the Contractor’s premises is accordance with FAR 52.247-30 F.O.B. ORIGIN, CONTRACTORS FACILITY.
6.0 – Inspection and Acceptance:

Inspection and acceptance of the blankets will take place at the Contractor’s facilities, in accordance with FAR 52.246‑2   INSPECTION OF SUPPLIES ‑ FIXED PRICE (AUG 1996). http://www.arnet.gov/far/current/html/52_246.html 
Inspection and acceptance of all deliverables required herein shall be performed by the cognizant USAID CTO for this Purchase Order.
