NRC INSPECTION MANUAL REXB

MANUAL CHAPTER 0970

POTENTI ALLY GENERI C | TEMS | DENTI FI ED BY REG ONAL OFFI CES

0970-01 PURPOSE

This chapter provides NRR guidance for processing potentially
generic safety questions and potentially generic construction
deficiency reports after they have been identified by the Regi onal
Ofices.

0970-02 PQOLI CY

The NRC has established a policy of inform ng hol ders of operating
licenses and construction permts, other NRC |icensees, and the
public of substantial safety questions that may affect NRCIicensed
facilities or activities. NRC professional staff nenbers are
expected toidentify these safety questions as part of their nornal
assi gnnents.

The Di vi si on of Regul atory | nprovenent Prograns (DRIP) inthe Ofice
of Nucl ear Reactor Regulation (NRR) routinely revi ews operational
safety data that are submtted by |icensees, construction permt
hol ders, vendors, and other NRC offices to determine their safety
significance and generic applicability. Operational safety data
i ncludes licensee tel ephonic notifications to the NRC QOperations
Center (10 CFR50.72 notifications), |licensee event reports (LERs)
(10 CFR 50.73), 10 CFR Part 21 notifications, regional daily
reports, potentially generic safety questions, and potentially
generic 10 CFR 50.55(e) reports that are forwarded to DRI P by the
regional offices. Additional information on NRR s procedures for
handl i ng operational safety data are detailed in:

(1) NRR Ofice Letter No. 1300, Revision 2, "Procedures for
Handl i ng 10 CFR Part 21 and 10 CFR 50. 55(e) Notifications of
Devi ations, Defects, and Failures to Conply Associated with
Substanti al Safety Hazards at Nucl ear Power React ors and Their
Vendor s"

(2) NRR Ofice Letter No. 1301, "Analysis and Feedback of
Qper ational Safety Data"

The Events Assessnent, Generi ¢ Communi cati ons and Non- Power Reactors

Branch (REXB) in DRIPis specifically responsible for coordi nating
and ensuring the review and closeout of 10 CFR Part 21
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notifications, potentially generic safety questions, and potentially
generic 10 CFR 50.55(e) reports. The regional offices provide a
supporting role to this effort by ensuring that the information
received by REXB is accurate and tinely. The regional offices
shoul d be al ert to two general categories of informationthat should
be brought to the attention of REXB. One is |licensee and vendor
reports which when first received do not appear to be of generic
applicability, but as noreinformation becones availableresultsin
a change of opinion. The other is where a series of simlar or
related events occur, that when reviewed independently may not
appear significant; however, when reviewed together they becone a
potentially generic safety question. In addition, regional
personnel should forward to REXB t hose 10 CFR 50. 55(e) reports that
appear to be potentially generic. REXB should al so be i nfornmed of
new or additional information that may alter the significance or
applicability of a particular review Regi onal personnel are
encouraged to discuss potentially generic safety questions and
potentially generic 10 CFR 50.55(e) reports with REXB before
formally forwarding themfor review.

0970- 03 RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES AND AUTHORI Tl ES

03.01 Reqgi onal Admi ni strator or Desi gnee

a. ldentifies potentially generic safety questions to REXB and
provides any available information that supports the
determination that the issue has substantial safety
signi fi cance and may be generic.

b. ldentifiesto REXBpotentially generic 10 CFR50.55(e) reports
subm tted by construction permt holders withinthe cognizance
of their regional office and provides any available
i nformationthat supports the determ nationthat theissue has
substantial safety significance and may be generic.

c. Forwards potentially generic safety questions and potentially
generic 10 CFR 50. 55(e) reports and any avai |l abl e supporting
information to REXB for review.

d. Provides supplenentary i nformati on as requested by REXBstaff.

03.02 Chi ef , Events Assessnent, CGeneric Conmuni cati ons and Non-
Power Reactors Branch or Designee

a. Evaluates potentially generic safety questions and potentially
generic 10 CFR 50.55(e) reports forwarded by the regiona
of fices.

b. Determines the significance, generic applicability, and
priority of the potentially generic safety questions and 10
CFR 50. 55(e) reports.

c. Determ nes whether actions are needed or refers issues to
ot her organi zational units in NRR that are better suited to
performthe review. REXB actions nmay include one or nore of
the follow ng: issuing an information notice, regulatory
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i ssue sunmary, bulletin, or generic letter; recomendi ng
changes to the inspection procedures; referring issues to
ot her organi zational units in NRR for follow up; providing
input to activities of the Ofice of Nuclear Regulatory
Research, or forwarding issues to NRR s Division of Licensing
Proj ect Managenent or the O fice of Nuclear Material Safety
and Saf eguards (NVSS) for possible |icensing action.

d. Inforns the regional offices that submtted the potentially
generic safety questions and potentially generic 10 CFR
50.55(e) reports of their final disposition.

0970- 04 BASI C REQUI REMENTS

04.01 Information on potentially generic safety questions is
nost frequently derived either fromdirect inspection efforts, or
fromthe reviewof reports or ot her docunents. Infornmation derived
frominspection or investigationsinresponseto allegations should
also be reviewed to identify any potentially generic safety
guestions; however, unsubstantiated allegations should not be
classified as potentially generic safety questions.

The regi onal offices should screen all 10 CFR 50. 55(e) reports that
are subm tted by constructionpernmt holderswthintheir respective
regi on. Potentially generic 10 CFR 50.55(e) reports should be
identified during the normal review of these reports.

It is not intended that referrals be autonmatic for any one cl ass of
reports.

04. 02 Potentially generic safety questions or 10 CFR 50. 55(e)
reports that identify substantial safety questi ons and t hat addr ess
deficiencies in conponents, maintenance practices, or procedures
that may be in use at other NRC licensed facilities should be
forwarded to REXB.

10 CFR Part 21 notifications are screened, revi ewed, and tracked by
REXB. It is not necessary for the regional offices to submt these
notifications as potentially generic safety questions. REXB should
be contacted if a 10 CFR Part 21 or 10 CFR 50.55(e) notificationis
addressed solely to the regional office. Witten versions of these
notifications should be sent to the Docunent Control Desk, U. S.
Nucl ear Regul atory Comm ssion, Washi ngton DC 20555-0001. If a
regi onal staff nmenber obtains additional informationthat nay af f ect
an REXB review of a 10 CFR Part 21 notification, that information
shoul d al so be forwarded to REXB.

04. 03 When t he regi onal staff has determ ned that a potentially
generic safety question or a 10 CFR 50.55(e) report addresses a
significant safety issue and is potentially generic, the foll ow ng
information, tothe extent known at that tine, should betransmtted
by menorandum indicating that it is a potentially generic safety
gquestion or a potentially generic 10 CFR 50.55(e) report to the
Chi ef, Events Assessnent, Generic Comunications and Non- Power
Reactors Branch:
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a. Aclear and explicit description of the question or concern.

b. The information known and used by the regional staff in
determning that theissueis safetyrelated, significant, and
likely to apply to other NRC |icensed facilities or vendors
i nvolved in the nuclear industry.

c. Any available information describing how the problem was
identified; in the case of conponent failures, an explicit
description of the conponent nmake, identification nunber(s),
et cetera and of the apparent cause of the fail ure; whether the
conmponent was faulty, inproperly maintained, or inproperly
installed; why inproper installation or nmaintenance is
believed to be potentially generic (for exanple, the
installation or maintenance instructions were at fault);
actions taken by the regi onal staff to determ ne whet her ot her
| i censees under t he cogni zance of t he regi on have experi enced
sim |l ar problens.

d. In addition, in the case of equi pnent failures, the regi onal
office should determne, if possible, whether the vendor
notified the |licensee of the probl emand whether the |icensee
has been followng the vendor's or manufacturer's
recomendations for mai nt enance, survei |l | ance, parts
repl acenent, and post mai ntenance testing. It is not intended
that specific inspection or review tinme be dedicated to
obtaining this information, or the information in (b) or (c)
above; rather, regional personnel should try to obtain this
i nformati on through normal event foll owup and conversati ons
with the |Iicensee.

e. The regional office should identify an NRC regional staff
menber know edgeabl e about the issue in order to establish a
cl ear communi cation |ink between the regional office and the
REXB st af f nenber assi gned to eval uate the potentially generic
saf ety question or potentially generic 10 CFR50. 55(e) report.

04. 04 REXB i s responsi bl e for ensuring the revi ew and cl oseout
of potentially generic safety questions and potentially generic 10
CFR 50.55(e) reports. The assigned REXB staff nenber will notify
the regional office staff contact of the assi gnnent and obtai n any
addi ti onal informati on needed to performthe evaluation. Incertain
instances the potentially generic potentially generic safety
guestion or 10 CFR 50.55(e) report nmay be forwarded to anot her NRR
branch that is better suited to performthe review REXB would
remai n the point of contact and informthe regional office of this
transfer.

The REXB or ot her assi gned NRR nenber wi || nake a recommendati on f or
appropriate action, including the preparation of the appropriate
correspondence or generic comruni cation. Al planned generic action
w Il be coordinated wth the regional staff contact. If no action
is recoomended, a nmenorandumw || be sent to the regional office
that includes the reason(s) for the reconmendati on

END
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