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STANDARD TECHNI CAL SPECI FI CATI ONS
SECTION 3/4.6.4
CONTAI NMENT AND DRYWELL | SOLATI ON VALVES

A PURPOSE

To provide guidance on the interpretation of OPERABILITY as it
rel ates to contai nnent and drywel | i sol ati on val ves (PWRs and BWRS) .

B. BACKGROUND

A Proj ect Manager requested an NRRpositionon alicensee's internal
"position statenent” on the neaning of OPERABILITY as applied to
contai nnment isol ation valves. The Technical Specifications Branch
bel i eves that the msinterpretati on of OPERABI LI TY can have safety
significance in sone plant-specific situations and that this
m sinterpretation may have been made by ot her |icensees.

C DI SCUSSI ON

The licensee maintains a witten Technical Specifications (TS)
position statenment which says, concerning the isolation valves
covered by TS 3.6.4, "If the valve is closed, then the valve is
operable.” This positionstatenent i s wong, becauseit is contrary
to the definition of OPERABILITY in plant TS and because it is
contrary to the Action Statenents in TS 3.6.4. Also, it has safety
significance because it can lead to unsafe conditions. As an
exanple, if an inoperable isolationvalveis inadvertently opened,
it may not close when autonmatic isolation is needed. As another
exanpl e, an inoperable isolation valve nmay be a "dual function
val ve" which nust be able to open to allow operation of another
systemsuch as an energency core cooling system The NRC position
is that an inoperable valve should be declared inoperable and
Iicensees should conply with applicable Action Statenents.

D. REFERENCE
The guidance provided in this directive was extracted from a

menor andumfromEdward J. Butcher, Chief, Technical Specifications
Branch, NRR, to Project Managers, dated April 15, 1988, Subject:
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M sinterpretation of Operability. The nmenorandumis available in
t he Docunent Control System (DCS 69316/ 324).

END
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