Cougress of the Huited States
Waghingion, 8€ 20515

May 16, 2005

The Honorable Frank Wolf The Honorable Alan B. Mollchan
Chairman Ranking Member

House Appropriations Committee House Appropriations Committee
Subcommittee on Science, State, Subcommittee on Science, State,
Justice and Commerce Justice and Commerce

H-309, the Capitol 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Wolf and Ranking Member Mollohan:

We write in strong support of the request by the Legal Services Corporation (1.SC) Board of Directors for
$363,809,000 in the FY06 Science, State, Justice, Commerce and Related Agencies Appropriations bill.
This amount represents a necessary increase of $11,009,000 over the Board’s FY0S5 request and a
$33,005,295 increase over the final FY 05 appropriation.

In its budget submission to Congress, the bipartisan L.SC Board stated that the request “takes into account
the budgetary pressures facing the federal government, {but] represents the minimum amount necessary
for LSC to effectively undertake its mission of delivering quality civil legal assistance to eligible low-
mcome Americans.”

Legal services are in greater demand than ever, but LSC has endured serious reductions in federal funding
over the last decade. In 1996, Congress reduced LSC’s budget by 30%, from $415 millionto $278
million, which forced the closing of more than 100 legal aid offices across the nation. Yet from 1990 to
2000, the number of people living in poverty in the United States increased by 5.7%, and today more than
43 mitlion Americans are eligible for federally funded legal assistance. While L.SC’s appropriation was
essentially the same between 2002 and 2005, total inflation increased by 7.4 %. As a result, tens of
thousands of eligible persons with significant legal problems are turned away because of the lack of
resources for local programs.

Funds provided by LSC are indispensable to the 140 local programs serving every county and
Congressional district in the country. Local clients include the working poor, veterans, family farmers,
people with disabilities and low-income military families. Their legal problems involve family
relationships, domestic violence, health, employment, housing and many other basic needs. The failure to
resolve these problems causes even greater hardship for them and often leads to their reliance on other
government programs.

Large numbers of Americans do not have access to the legal representation they need. Without this
necessary increase in federal funding, many more will be denied fair representation. We urge you to fund
the LSC at $363,809,000 to help meet this urgent need.

Sincerely,

:

WILLIAM D. DELAHUNT JIM RQMSTAD
Member of Congress Membeér of Congress
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The Honorable Frank Wolf

The Honorable Alan B. Mollohan

Signatories to Delahunt-Ramstad Letter In Support of Legal Services Corporation
May 16, 2005

1. Neil Abercrombie 45. Mike Doyle

2. Gary Ackerman 46. Chet Edwards

3. Thomas H. Allen 47. Rahm Emanuel
4. Robert Andrews 48. Eliot Engel

5. Joe Baca 49. Anna Eshoo

6. Spencer Bachus 50. Bob Etheridge

7. Tammy Baldwin 51. Lane Evans

8. Xavier Becerra 52. Bob Filner

9. Shelley Berkley 53. Harold Ford

10. Howard Berman 54. Barney Frank

11. Judy Biggert 55. Charles Gonzalez
12. Sanford Bishop 56. Bart Gordon

13. Tim Bishop 57. Al Green

14. Leonard Boswell 58. Gene Green

15. Rick Boucher 59. Raul Grijalva

16. Charles Boutsany 60. Luis Guitierrez
17. Jeb Bradley 61. Ralph Hall

18. Robert Brady 62. Alcee Hastings
19. Corrine Brown 63. Stephanie Herseth
20. Sherrod Brown 64. Tim Holden

21. G. Bultterfield 65. Rush Holt

22. Lois Capps 66. Mike Honda

23. Michael Capuano 67. Darlene Hooley
24. Benjamin Cardin 68. Jay Inslee

25. Russ Carnahan 69. Steve Israel

26. Julia Carson 70. Sheila Jackson Lee
27. Ed Case 71. Jesse Jackson, Jr.
28. Ben Chandler 72. William Jefferson
29. William Clay 73. E.B. Johnson

30. Emanuel Cleaver 74. Dale Kildee

31. John Conyers 75. Ron Kind

32. Jim Cooper 76. Dennis Kucinich
33. Jim Costa 77. James Langevin
34. Joseph Crowley 78. Tom Lantos

35. Henry Cuellar 79. John Larson

36. Elijah Cummings 80. Rick Larson

37. Artur Davis 81. Barbara Lee

38. Jim Davis 82. Sander Levin

39. Danny Davis 83. John Lewis

40. Diana DeGette 84. Dan Lipinski

41. Rosa Delauro 85. Zoe Lofgren

42. Norm Dicks 86. Stephen Lynch
43. John D. Dingell 87. Carolyn Maloney

44. Lloyd Doggett 88. Edward Markey
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89. Doris Matsui 133. Louise Mcintosh Slaughter
90. Carolyn McCarthy 134. Adam Smith

91. Betty McCollum 135. Vic Snyder

92. Thaddeus McCotter 136. Hilda Solis

93. Jim McCrery 137. Pete Stark

94. Jim McDermott 138. Ted Strickland
95. James McGovern 139. Bart Stupak

96. Marty Meehan 140. Ellen Tauscher
97. Kendrick Meek 141. Mike Thompson
98. Robert Menendez 142. John F. Tierney
99. Michael Michaud 143. Edolphus Towns
100. George Miller 144. Mark Udall

101. Gwendolynne Moore 145. Chris Van Hollen
102. James Moran 146. Debbie Wasserman-Schultz
103. Jerrold Nadler 147. Maxine Waters
104. Grace Napolitano 148. Diane Watson
105. Richard Neal 149. Melvin Watt
106. Eleanor Holmes Norton 150. Henry Waxman
107. James L. Oberstar 151. Anthony Weiner
108. Major R. Owens 152. Robert 1. Wexler
109. Frank Pallone 153. Lynn Woolsey
110. Bill Pascrell

111. Donald Payne

112. Collin Peterson

113. Earl Pomeroy

114. Nick Rahall

115. Charles B. Rangel

116. Dave Reichert

117. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen

118. Mike Ross

119. C.A. Ruppersberger

120. Bobby Rush

121. Timothy Ryan

122. John Salazar

123. Linda Sanchez

124, Bernie Sanders

125. Janice Schakowsky

126. Adam Schiff

127. Allyson Schwartz

128. Joe Schwarz

129. David Scott

130. Robert Scott

131. Chris Shays

132. Ike Skelton



