Congress of the nited States
Washington, BC 20515

June 4, 2004
The Honorable Frank Wolf ‘The Honorable José Serrano
Chairman Ranking Member
House Appropriations Subcommittee on House Appropriations Subcommittee on
Commerce, Justice, State and the fudiciary Commerce, Justice, State and the Judiciary
H-309, the Capitol 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Wolf and Ranking Member Serrano:

We are writing in support of the request by the Legal Services Corporation (LSC) for $352.4
million in the FY05 Commerece, Justice, State and the Judiciary Appropriations bill.

This amount represents a modest increase of $13.6 million over the FY04 appropriation of
$338.8 million. This 4% increase is clearly needed to ensure that the doors of Jjustice are open to
those in our society who are unable to afford access to the legal system.

Legal services are in greater demand than ever, but the LSC has suffered serious reductions in
federal funding in the last decade. Asa result, tens of thousands of eli gible persons with major
legal problems are turned away because of the local programs’ lack of resources.

Funds provided by the LSC are indispensable to the 143 local programs serving every county
and Congressional District in the country. Local clients include the working poor, veterans,
family farmers, people with disabilities and low-income military families. Their legal problems
involve family relationships, domestic violence, health, employment, housing and many other
basic issues. The failure to resolve these problems causes even greater hardship for them and
often leads to their reliance on other government programs,

Large numbers of Americans do not have access to the legal representation they need. Without
this modest increase in federal funding, many more will be denied fair representation. We urge
you to fund the Legal Services Corporation at no less than $352.4 million to help meet this
urgent need.

Sincerely,

Q{g (s lebllom St/
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