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Animal Husbandry: Emergency, Weekend, and Holiday Care

There should be a means for rapid communication in case of an emergency.  In emergency situations, institutional security and fire personnel should be able to contact the staff members responsible for the care of agricultural animals.  Names and telephone numbers of those people should be posted prominently in the animal’s facility and listed with the security department or telephone center.  The institution should provide for emergency services that can be contacted at any time by staff members.  

In the event of weather conditions that make animal feeding temporarily impossible, every attempt should be made to provide animals with a continuous supply of water.  Absence of feed for up to 48 hours, during such weather conditions, is not desirable, but should not irreversibly endanger the health of healthy, well-nourished juvenile and adult cattle, sheep, and swine.  Feed should be provided within 24 hrs to very young animals.

There should be continuity of daily animal care that includes weekends and holidays, unexpected absences of assigned personnel because of illness or other contingencies, other leave situations, and emergency conditions.  Weekend staff should be qualified to perform assigned duties.  A procedure should be established for providing emergency veterinary care after work hours, on weekends, and on holidays. 

~ Guide for the Care and Use of Agricultural Animals in Agricultural Research and Teaching (Federation of Animal Science Societies, 1999) – page 12.
