








 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE PROBATE DIVISION AND THE OFFICE OF THE 
REGISTER OF WILLS  

 
 
 

The Probate Division/Office of the Register of Wills 
 

A. The Probate Division has jurisdiction over the decedents estates, trusts, 
guardianships of minors, and guardianships and conservatorships of incapacitated 
adults.  The organizational components are the Office of the Register of Wills, a 
statutory office, and two branches, which operate under the direction and 
supervision of the Register of Wills. 

 
• The Auditing and Appraisals Branch, which audits accounts of fiduciaries 

under Court supervision; and  
 
• The Probate Operations Branch, which performs clerical services for all 

matters filed in the division. 
 
B. Role of the Register of Wills/Deputies.  In addition to management of the Probate 

Division, the Register of Wills is responsible for making recommendations to 
judges on all ex parte matters filed in the Division.  To assist in this function, a 
team of four deputies reviews all substantive filings in the Division to ensure 
conformity with the rules and to prepare written recommendations to the probate 
judges on the disposition of the filings.  The two regularly assigned judges alternate 
days when they receive the daily recommendations from the Register of Wills for 
action.  Senior judges receive the daily work whenever they are assigned to the 
Division. 

 
1. Hours.  The deputies are available to review filings from 8:30 a.m.                           

to 5 p.m. daily.  Appointments are not available. 
 

2. Legal Advice.  Deputies are not authorized to give legal advice.  Thus, 
attorneys should not send clients or support staff to them for advice or 
assistance in preparing filings.   
 

3. Processing Time.  The goal is to process initial petitions to open decedents 
estates and guardianships of minors and issue an order of appointment  
 
 
 
 
 
 



within one (1) week of filing.  Subsequent petitions should be processed within 
two (2) weeks of the date they are ripe for decision. 

 
Initial petitions in intervention proceedings for adults are generally processed 
for the scheduling of an initial hearing within 30 days of filing.  Subsequent 
petitions in interventions are processed in accordance with the same time 
standards as other petitions. 
   

4. Mail.  Filings may be delivered to the court by mail or in person. 
 

5. Telephone Inquiries.  The deputies will respond to telephone inquiries 
within one (1) business day.  But calls should not be made until after an attorney 
has conducted a thorough examination of the law and rules pertaining to the 
inquiry. 

 . 
C. Auditing and Appraisals.  The Auditing Branch of the Division audits accounts 

and examines request for compensation for attorneys and fiduciaries for procedural 
compliance. 
 
1. Duty Auditor.  An auditor is available on a daily basis to review accounts and 

requests for compensation to ensure that they are in compliance with Court 
rules. 

 
2. Publications.  There is a pamphlet entitled Record Keeping and Filing Duties in 

the Superior Court of the District of Columbia, provides information on the duty 
to maintain records, and a manual entitled Inventory and Accounting Guide, 
which provides comprehensive information on the preparation of accounts.  
Both publications are available from the Division and are accessible from the 
Courts Web site at www.dccourts.gov/dccourts/superior/probate.  

  
.   D. Intervention Proceeding.  These cases are processed through the Intervention and 

Trusts section of the Probate Operations Branch of the Division. 
 

1. Assignments.  Intervention cases are assigned to the two probate judges 
alternating between odd and even at the time of filing.  Subsequent petitions are 
routed accordingly.  Hearing times and dates are scheduled in accordance with 
instructions from the respective judges. 

  
 2.   Temporary Relief.  Requests for temporary relief under the Guardianship and  

 Protective Proceedings law are directed to the judge ordinarily assigned to the 
case number.  These petitions are forwarded to the judges on alternating days. 

  
 
 
 
 



      Thus, a couple of days should be factored into targeted action dates, and if 
emergency relief is warranted, an appropriate petition should be filed and 
processed through the Judge-In-Chambers. 

 
E. Small Estates.  Small Estates Specialists are available to assist laypersons in 

completing petitions to open small estates valued at $40,000 or less. 
 

1.   Compensation to Attorneys and Personal Representatives.  Personal   
representatives are not entitled to compensation under the law.  There is nothing 
in the law, however, that expressly prohibits attorneys from receiving 
compensation in small estates.  In light of the availability of specialists in the 
Probate Division, attorneys may refer potential clients to the Division for 
assistance in these matters.   

. 
2.   Appointments.  The Small Estates Specialists are available by appointment or 

on a first come, first served basis. 
 

F.  The Probate Court Panel.  The chambers of the deputy presiding judge maintains 
the list of attorneys available for court appointments in probate matters.  The judges 
make appointments to cases. 

 
1.   Attorneys volunteering to serve may submit an application through the     

Chambers of Judge Franklin Burgess, III. 
 
2. Changes of address or availability must be noticed to Judge Burgess. 
 
3. The list is updated monthly and delivered to the judges presiding in Probate, the 

Judge-In-Chambers and to the Civil Division clerk’s office.  








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


