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The graphic timeline at left (please fold
out front cover) provides an overview of
the role of Federally funded research in

the history of information technologies in
the United States. The timeline’s aim is
to show the developing outlines of the

digital revolution and some societal
indicators of technological

transformation. It is not intended to be
comprehensive.

Reading  the  timeline

Four information technology areas are
highlighted by color (computers, software,
components, and networks). Numbered
descriptions of developments in each IT
area, by decade, run across the top, with

Federally funded activities in yellow. Below,
corresponding timelines for each area show

the sequence of these developments.
Arrows indicate impact milestones.

Selected  sources: Federal agencies and laboratories;
IT industry Web sites; Funding a Revolution, National

Research Council, National Academy Press,
Washington, D.C., 1999; Computer History Museum;

Greatest Engineering Feats of the 20th Century,
National Academy of Engineering; History of

Computing Project; IEEE History Center; History of
Computing, J.A.N. Lee, former editor, IEEE Annals of
the History of Computing; History in the Computing
Curriculum, Association for Computing Machinery
(ACM); Chronology of Personal Computers, Ken

Polsson; Common Gateway Interface (CGI) Historical
Timeline, Wayne E. Carlson.

Disclaimer: Dates given for key developments often vary
among IT histories. The variations typically do not change
the broad direction of advances. Nonetheless, the editors

regret any inadvertent errors in this timeline.
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