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March 29, 1993

The President
TheWhite House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Asyour Acting Chairperson of the National Council on Disability, | am pleased to forward
you Progressin Advancing the Status of People with Disabilities Around the World: The
Work of the United States Delegation to the Thirty-Third Session of the Commission for

Social Development of the United Nations. Thisreport detailsthework | and Mr. Ed Burke
conducted at last month’s meeting of the Commission for Social Development of the United
Nationsin Vienna.

The most significant outcome of our work wasthat the Commission voted to approve what
we believeto be thefirst ever United States sponsor ed resolution on disability policy. This
resolution, entitled The Positive and Full Inclusion of Personswith Disabilitiesin All Aspects
of Society and the Leadership Role of the United Nations Therein, embodiesthe spirit of the
landmark Americanswith Disabilities Act and setsa new and higher standard for the
status of people with disabilitiesin societies all around the world.

Another important accomplishment was found in our successin amending the dr aft
Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Disabled Persons to promotethe
inclusion of children with disabilitiesin typical schools, opportunitiesfor adultswith
disabilitiesto work, the development of home and community based servicesfor people
with disabilities, and the early treatment of disabilitiesin infants and young children. 1
know that you and Mrs. Clinton are very supportive of theseissuesand | am honored to
report to you that the United Statesis now on record asa voice for positive changein these
areaswithin theinternational community.

| do hopeyou find the enclosed report on our activitiesinformative and useful. | thank you
for this special opportunity to be of serviceto you and to people with disabilities. As
always, Mr. President, | remain at your service.

Sincerely,
John A. Gannon
Acting Chair person



INTRODUCTION

On Thursday, February 4, 1993, President William J. Clinton appointed John A. Gannon
of Washington, DC, as Acting Chair person of the National Council on Disability. Thefirst
task presented to Mr. Gannon as Acting Chairperson wasto travel to Vienna, Austria with
the United States Delegation to the Thirty-Third Session of the United Nations Commission
for Social Development to represent the needs of people with disabilities before the
Commission during itsten day session beginning February 8, 1993. Accordingly, Mr.
Gannon travelled to Vienna accompanied by Edward P. Burke, Executive Assistant to the
Chairperson of the National Council and Chief of Governmental Liaison, an expert on
disability policy with significant intergover nmental and international experience. The
mission involved intense negotiations with representatives of the 104 Member Statesand
Organizations assembled for the biennial meeting of the Commission.

The Member States and Organizations wer e categorized as follows:

* 32 wer e official M embers of the Commission for Social Development (including
the United States);

* 42 wer e official Observersfrom Member States of the United Nations;
* 2 were Observers from Non-M ember States; and

* 28 wer e Observersfrom other Organizations, mostly Non-gover nmental
Organizations.

Overall, the substantive work of the Commission involved framing a draft agenda for the
World Summit on Social Development which will be held in 1995, and conducting policy
debatesin the ar eas of aging, youth, and disability. Aspart of itswork, the Commission
considered four draft resolutions pertaining to individuals with disabilities:

* Designation of an International Day for Disabled Persons;

* Adoption of the United Nations Standard Rules on the Equalization of
Opportunities for Disabled Persons;

* Adoption of a Long-Term Strategy to | mplement the United Nations Standard Rules
on the Equalization of Opportunities for Disabled Persons; and



* Adoption of adraft resolution offered by the United States Delegation on The
Positive and Full Inclusion of Personswith Disabilitiesin All Aspects of Society and the
Leadership Role of the United Nations Therein.

The United States Delegation was very active in discussions and negotiations on all four of
theseissues. We achieved considerable successin ensuring that all four resolutions
reflected progressive United States policy in the area of disability, asembodied in the
Americanswith Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA).

THE COMMI SSION PROCESS

Thework of the Commission was accomplished through four major vehicles: Plenary
Sessions, Informal Working Groups (on Aging, Youth, and Disability), a Committee of the
Whole on the 1995 Summit Agenda, and Drafting Groups.

All of these bodies operated by consensus (as opposed to using voting procedur es), and
therefore consultations and negotiations with all concerned countries and or ganizations
wer e crucial to ensuring the acceptance of proposals from individual Member States.
Messrs. Gannon and Burke actively participated in the Plenary Sessions, the Informal
Working Groups, and the Drafting Groups, presenting the positions of the United States on
disability issues and offering detailed explanations of the rationales behind these positions.

Asevidence of the deter mination of the United Statesto ensurethat the United Nations
develops a mor e positive and proactiverole in ensuring therights and opportunities
available to personswith disabilities throughout the world, the U.S. Delegation produced
13 separ ate drafts of the Draft Resolution on The Positive and Full Inclusion of Persons
with Disabilitiesin All Aspects of Society and the Leadership Role of the United Nations
Therein during the cour se of the ten days.

On thefinal day of the Commission’s meeting (February 13, 1993), those itemsthat had
been successfully negotiated within the Informal Working Group process wer e offered to
the entire Commission for its consideration and approval. Upon passage at the
Commission level, resolutions wer e forwar ded to the United Nations Economic and Social
Council for its consideration and approval (scheduled for July, 1993) prior to thefinal
deliberations of the General Assembly (scheduled for the Fall of 1993).

OUTCOMES OF THE U.S. DELEGATION’S EFFORTS



Three major outcomes wer e achieved by the U.S. Delegation to the United Nations
Commission for Social Development in the area of disability policy. First, the Delegation
was successful in ensuring the adoption of the Draft Resolution on The Positive and Full
Inclusion of Personswith Disabilitiesin All Aspects of Society and the Leadership Role of the
United Nations Therein. An unofficial copy of the final version of the Resolution that was
approved by the entire Commission for Social Development may be found in Appendix A.*
Formal statements by the U.S. Delegation in support of the Resolution are provided in
Appendix C.

During negotiationsregarding the various dr afts of the Resolution, certain Member States
and Observersrequested amendmentsin thetext. Major issuesraised by these entities
wer e as follows:

1. China. Inthe Resolution’s preamble, the U.S. Delegation cited, among other
precedents, the United Nations Charter and the Univer sal Declaration on Human
Rights. China objected to theinclusion of these citations, claiming they were
essentially irrelevant to the issues before the Commission. The U.S. Delegation
stood strong on its position that these citations should be maintained to support not
only therights of personswith disabilities, but the human rights of all persons.
Chinathreatened a floor debate before the full Commission, but this never
materialized.

2. The United Kingdom. The United Kingdom objected to the language of the
Resolution requesting the Secretary General " to consider strengthening and
upgrading the Disabled Persons Unit" within the United Nations system. The
Disabled Persons Unit currently employsthree peopleto represent the needs and
interests of hundreds of millions of people with disabilitiesin over 150 countries.
The United Kingdom’s spokesper son issued an objection before the full
Commission, stating that he believed that thiswording was" too dir ective."

However, asaresult of prior negoiations, and recognizing that the United Kingdom
isnot an official Member of the Commission, the United Kingdom ceded the point
and stated that it would not object to the adoption of the Resolution, but only
requested that their views be recorded in the Minutes of the Commission. Asthis
item only "requested" the Secretary General to " consider” thispoint, the U.S.
Delegation did not believe the objection raised by the United Kingdom was valid.
We, therefore, went forward with theitem, receiving the approval of the
Commission through consensus.

'The United Nationsis till preparing final official versions of all resolutions
approved at the Vienna mesting.



Neither of these areas of objection presented serious barriersto the eventual adoption of
the positions of the United States Delegation by the Commission asa whole. In fact, the
U.S. Delegation was ableto enlist nine other nations as co-sponsor s of the Resolution:
Australia, Cameroon, Canada, Dominican Republic, Ghana, Guinea, Sudan, Sweden, and
Zimbabwe. The Delegation was particularly pleased that this group of nationsincluded a
mix of " developed” and " developing" nations and reflected a very broad ethnic, cultural,
and geogr aphic base.

The second major accomplishment of the U.S. Delegation at the U.N. Commission for
Social Development was the successful amendment of the United Nations Standard Rules on
the Equalization of Opportunities for Disabled Persons. The Draft Standard Rules, which
had been circulated in advance of the Commission meeting, contained many positive
guidelinesfor the development of policies and programsfor personswith disabilitiesin
countriesall around theworld. Through careful analysis, however, the U.S. Delegation
discovered several draft standardsthat appeared to contradict the overall purpose of the
document: to equalize opportunities and to promote the integration of people with
disabilitiesin society. For example, as drafted, some of therules allowed for the continued
segregation of people with disabilities from society. On thefirst night of the Commission
meeting, Messrs. Gannon and Burke provided the Informal Working Group on Disability
with a copy of a side-by-side text they had prepared, comparing the draft text with an
alternate text the U.S. Delegation believed would strengthen the document. (Pleaserefer to
Appendix B for a copy of the side-by-side text and Appendix C for a summary of the
arguments advanced for amending various standards.)

It should be noted that the United States entered thisdebate very latein the process. In
fact, the Informal Working Group on Standard Rules had been meeting for nearly two
year s befor e this meeting of the full Commission. While some efforts had been exerted by
the United Statesto suggest changesin the draft standards, participation by the United
States had been somewhat sporadic until thispoint. Messrs. Gannon and Burke
acknowledged thisfact in their negotiations, but reminded other Members States that the
overall purpose of the group’swork wasto propose the best possible Standard Rulesto the
full Commission. With thisasa basisfor negotiation, the U.S. Delegation was able to gain
the concurrence of the Informal Working Group on several proposed amendments. Major
changes successfully negotiated by the U.S. Delegation included the following:

1. The Standard Rules wer e amended to encourage mor e integr ated approachesto
providing people with disabilities access and support in local communities, rather
than in segregated " facilities" far apart from typical community life.

2. The Standard Rules wer e amended to encour age the full inclusion of children
with disabilitiesin public school education.



3. The Standard Rules wer e also amended to encour age the employment of people
with disabilitiesin the open job market and to encour age the participation of people
with the most sever e disabilitiesin employment.

4. The Standard Rules wer e further amended to ensurethat particular attention
would be paid to the provision of medical servicesto infantsand children with
disabilities, thus preventing the onset of avoidable secondary disabilities that would
result if these children did not receive treatment.

Overall, efforts of the United Statesto promote dignified, inclusionary approachesto
serving people with disabilitiesin their local communities wer e quite successful. Thiswas
particularly noteworthy, given our late entry into the negotiations.

In advancing the United States position on theseissues, the U.S. Delegation met with some
concerns from other Member States and Organizations. These generally took the form of
defensiveness on the part of some Member Statesregarding their present service systems,
which are highly segregatory in nature. For example, China and the United Kingdom
(through the statements of one of its Non-Gover nmental Organizations) objected to our
proposed deletion of " sheltered workshops' as acceptable " employment™ optionsfor
people with disabilities. China claimed that it had over 750,00 peoplein sheltered

wor kshops and the United Kingdom stated that such workshops ar e acceptable asa
"interim" measure.

The position of the United States on thisissue was to describe our consider able experience
indicating that sheltered workshops serveto per petuate the segregation of per sonswith
disabilities from society, seldom lead to the placement of clientsin mainstream employment
(in fact, many retain their " most capable" clientsin order to meet work quotas), pay
extremely low (if any) wages, are very often full of " down time" dueto lack of work, and,
finally, are often in violation of basic labor standar ds set by gover nments and through
collective bargaining arrangements. Whilethe U.S. position did not ultimately prevail on
thisparticular rule, we were able to apply these argumentsin strengthening other
employment-related provisionsin the Standard Rules.

Japan actually flew in an " expert" in special education from Tokyo to speak against a
proposed United States amendment that would have deleted " special facilities’ as
acceptable special education placements. The U.S. Delegation based its argumentsfor
integrated education on our nation’s experiencein implementing the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (which, for over 15 years, hasrequired that studentswith
disabilitiesbe placed in the " least restrictive environment™ ). Theresults of dozens of
studies and demonstration projectsin the United States have concluded that, with
appropriate planning and on-going support, students with even the most severe disabilities



can receive very high quality education and related services within typical neighbor hood
schools among their non-disabled peers.

In addition, Mr. Burke was able to successfully addressthe " expert" status of the Japanese
representative by virtue of hisown extensive training and experience in the area of
inclusionary education. Thus, in thefinal wording of therule, thereferenceto " special
facilities" wasremoved, and " special education” was substituted in its place.

The overall position of the United States Delegation in advancing the Standard Rules
amendments (and the U.S. Resolution as well) was that these documents were aimed at
setting ambitious, yet attainable goals, not the glorification of current practice. Our
delegation admitted that the situation isnot perfect in the United States either. This
forwar d-looking and honest approach was well received by all Member Statesduring
negotiations.

In thisregard, thethird major outcome achieved by the U.S. Delegation in the
advancement of positive policies and practicesin supporting people with disabilitiesto be
valued and productive members of their local communities was found in the many
expressions of support, encouragement, and respect offered by other Member States
regarding the positive and proactive approach being offered by the United States
Delegation. Delegatesfrom many Member States and Organizations made a point to
expresstheir satisfaction with the positions of the Delegation on issues concer n people with
disabilities, indicating they were pleased that " a fresh wind" appeared to be coming from
the United Stateson theseissues. Thisimprovement of theimage of the United Stateson
matters pertaining to international social development was an important outcome of the
work of the United States Delegation in Vienna and should serve the United Stateswell as
preparations are made for the World Summit on Social Development scheduled for 1995.

CONCLUSION

Significant progress was achieved by the United States Delegation to the Thirty-Third
Session of the United Nations Commission for Social Development in advancing more
responsive and effective policies and programsfor personswith disabilitiesthroughout the
world.

Through successful negotiations by Messrs. Gannon and Burke, the U.S. Delegation was
able to gain passage of what the Delegation believesto be thefirst-ever United States
Resolution on disability issues beforethe United Nations. It further amended the draft
United Nations Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunitiesfor Disabled Persons to



create further opportunitiesfor people with disabilitiesto become valued and contributing
member s of their local communities, and created a much more positive image of the United
States on matters pertaining to international social development.

The U.S. Delegation is grateful to the President for the opportunity to be of serviceto our
country in thisimportant area and is eager to continueto represent the Administration in
creating opportunitiesfor personswith disabilitiesto achieve integration, productivity, and
independence both here and abroad.



APPENDIX A

Resolution of the United States of America:

The Positive and Full Inclusion of Personswith Disabilities
in All Aspects of Society and the Leadership Role of
the United Nations Therein



FINAL VERSION: ADOPTED 17 FEBRUARY 1993 10:30 AM
(Unofficial Copy)

UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

DISTRIBUTION: E/CN.5/1993/L.7 ORIGINAL:
Limited 12 February 1993 English

COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Thirty-third session
Vienna, 8-17 February 1993
Agendaitem 4

MONITORING OF INTERNATIONAL PLANS AND PROGRAMMES OF
ACTION

UNITED STATESOF AMERICA: DRAFT RESOLUTION

CO-SPONSORS: AUSTRALIA, CAMEROON, CANADA,
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, GHANA, GUINEA,
SUDAN, SWEDEN, ZIMBABWE

The Commission for Social Development recommendsto the Economic and
Social Council to transmit the following draft resolution to the General Assembly for
adoption at itsforty-eighth session:

" The positive and full inclusion of persons with disabilitiesin all aspects of society
and the leader ship role of the United Nationstheren

"The General Assembly,

" Mindful of the pledge made by States, under the Charter of the United Nations, to
take action jointly and separately, in cooperation with the United Nations, in order to



promote higher standards of living, full employment, and conditions of economic and social
progress and development,

" Reaffirming the commitment to human rights and fundamental freedoms, social
justice and the dignity and worth of the human person proclaimed in the Charter;

" Recalling in particular the international standards of human rightslaid down in
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1/

" Noting that therights proclaimed in those instruments should be ensured equally
to all individuals without discrimination,

" Recalling the provisions safeguar ding the rights of women with disabilitiesin the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, 2/

" Having regard to the Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Per sons, 3/ the
Declaration on the Rights of Mentally Retarded Persons, 4/ the Declar ation on Social
Progress and Development, 5/ the Principlesfor the Protection of Personswith Mental
IlIness and for the Improvement of Mental Health Care 6/ and other relevant instruments
adopted by the General Assembly,

" Also having regard to therelevant conventions and recommendations adopted by
the International Labour Organization, with particular referenceto participation in
employment without discrimination for per sonswith disabilities,

" Mindful of therelevant recommendations and work of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, in particular the Declaration on
Education for All, 7/ and of thework of the World Health Organization, the United Nations
Children’s Fund and other concerned organizations,

" Recognizing that the World Programme of Action Concerning Disabled Persons,
adopted by the General Assembly in itsresolution 37/52 of 3 December 1982, and the
definition therein of " equalization of opportunities’ reflect the determination of the
international community to ensurethat the variousinternational instruments and

Resolution 217A (111) of 10 December 1948.
Resolution 34/180 of 18 December 1979.
Resolution 3447 (XX X) of 9 December 1975.
Resolution 2856 (XXV1) of 20 December 1971.
Resolution 2542 (XX1V) of 11 December 1969.

101 18 1 I 2
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6/ Resolution 46/119, annex, of 17 December 1991.

7l Final Report of the World Conference on Education for All: M eeting
Basic L earning Needs, Jomtien, Thailand, 5-9 March 1990, I nter-Agency
Commission (UNDP, UNESCO, UNICEF, World Bank) for the World
Conference on Education for All, New York, 1990, appendix 1.

recommendations will be put to practical, concrete and effective usein improving the
quality of life of people with disabilities and their families and communities,

" Acknowledging that the objective of the United Nations Decade of Disabled
Per sons 1983-1992 as a meansto implement the World Programme of Action is still valid
and requiresurgent and continued action,

" Recalling that the World Programme of Action isbased on conceptswhich are
equally valid in developed and developing countries,

" Convinced that intensified efforts are needed to achieve the full and equal
enjoyment of human rightsand full participation and inclusion in society of personswith
disabilities,

" Recognizing that personswith disabilities, their families and representatives, and
or ganizations concer ned with the needs of per sonswith disabilities must be active partners
with Statesin the planning and implementation of all measur es affecting their civil,
political, economic, social and cultural rights,

" Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/26 of 24 May 1990 and
reaffirming the detailed enumeration in the World Programme of Action of specific
measuresrequired for the attainment of full equality by personswith disabilities,

" Reaffirming the commitment of the Commission for Social Development to the
provisions and rules set out in the on-going process of elaborating standard rules on the
equalization of opportunitiesfor personswith disabilities,

" Recognizing the essential role of the United Nations and the Commission for Social
Development in providing leader ship and positive guidance to encour age wor |[d-wide
change by equalizing opportunities, promoting independence, and ensuring the full
inclusion and participation in society of all personswith disabilities,

" Seeking to ensur e effective implementation of action to promote the positive and
full inclusion of personswith disabilitiesin all aspects of society and to affirm the

11



leader ship role of the United Nationstherein, the United Nations Commission on Social
Development,

" 1. Callsupon the Secretary General to maintain the integrity and theidentity of
programmesrelating to disabled persons, including the United Nations Voluntary Fund on
Disability, in order to promote the equalization of opportunities and full societal inclusion
of people with disabilities;

" 2. Urgesthe Secretary-General to strengthen, through re-deployment of resour ces,
the programme on disabled personsin order to enableit:

(a) Torepresent the needs of personswith disabilitiesand their familiesand
communities throughout the UN system;

(b) To ensure effective coordination and streamlining of effortsto respond to the
needs of personswith disabilities (through policy formulation, advocacy and liaison) among
all bodies within the United Nations system, particularly the International L abour
Organization, the World Health Organization, the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, the United Nations Development Programme and the United
Nations Children’s Fund;

(c) To promote equal opportunitiesand full participation of people with disabilities
and their families and representatives within the United Nations system itself;

(d) I'n cooper ation with Member States, bodies within the United Nations system,
non-gover nmental organizations and other appropriate agencies, to extend technical
assistance and disseminate information in order to enhance the capacity of Member States
to develop, implement and evaluate their effortsto equalize opportunities and provide for
thefull societal inclusion of personswith disabilities;

" 3. Requeststhe Secretary-General to report biennially to the General Assembly on
the progress of effortsto ensurethe equalization of opportunities and full inclusion of
people with disabilities within the various bodies of the United Nations system;

" 4. Reguests the Secretary-General to consider, in view of theimportance of
ensuring that the needs of people with disabilities and their familiesand communitiesare
represented in an equitable manner, strengthening and upgrading the status of the
Disabled Persons Unit through re-deployment of resour ces;

" 5. Reaffirmsthat the issues of equalization of opportunitiesand full societal

inclusion for personswith disabilitieswill be an important part of the preparatory process
and final agenda of the World Summit for Social Development to be held in 1995;

12



" 6. Reaffirmsthe commitment of the Commission on Social Development to
ensuring that the needs of personswith disabilities and their families, and communities
continueto be addressed in all of itswork."

13



APPENDIX B

UN Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities
For Disabled Persons

Amendments Proposed by the Delegation of
the United States of America

UN Commission for Social Development

Vienna

8- 17 February, 1993
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Current Text

l. PRECONDI TIONS FOR EQUAL
PARTI CI PATI ON

1. AWARENESS RAI SI NG

States should take action to

raise awareness in society
about persons wi th
disabilities, their rights,
their needs, their potential,

and their contri bution.

St ates shoul d ensure that
aut horities
up-to-date

about avail able

programes and services to
persons wth disabilities,
their famlies, professionals
inthis field and the general
public. Informationto persons
with disabilities should be
presented in accessible forns.

45.
responsi bl e
di stribute
i nf or mati on

46. States shouldinitiate and
support information canpai gns
concerni ng per sons with
disabilities and disability
pol i ci es, conveyi ng t he nessage
that persons with disabilities
are citizens with the sane
rights and obligations as
ot hers, t hus justifying
measur es to renove al |
obstacl es to full
partici pation.

47. States should encourage
the portrayal of persons wth
disabilities by the mass nedi a
i n a positive way ;
organi zati ons of persons wth
disabilities shoul d be
consulted on this matter

15

Anended Text as Proposed by t he
Del egation of the U.S. A

[]
Bol d

del et e
add

l. PRECONDI TI ONS FOR EQUAL
PARTI CI PATI ON

1. AWARENESS RAI SI NG

States should take action to

raise awareness in society
about persons wi t h
disabilities, their rights,
their needs, their potential,

and their contri bution.

45. States shoul d ensure that
responsi bl e aut horities
di stribute up-to-date
informati on about avail able
programes and services to
persons wth disabilities,
their famlies, professionals
in this field and the general
public. Informationto persons
with disabilities should be
presented in accessible forns.

46. States shouldinitiate and
support information canpai gns
concerni ng persons with
disabilities and disability
pol i ci es, conveyi ng t he nessage
that persons with disabilities
are citizens with the sane
rights and obligations as
ot hers, t hus justifying
measur es to renove al |
obstacl es to full
partici pation.

47. States should encourage
the portrayal of persons wth
disabilities by the nass nedi a

i n a positive way ;
organi zations of persons wth
disabilities shoul d be

consulted on this matter



48. States should ensure that
public education programres
reflect in all their aspects
t he principle of full

participation and equality.

49. Persons with disabilities
and their fam lies and
organi zati ons shoul d be i nvited
to participate in public
educat i on progranmmres concer ni ng
disability matters.

50. States should encourage
enterprises in the private
sector to include disability
i ssues in all aspects of their
activity.

51. States shouldinitiate and
pronote progranmes ainmed at

rai sing the | evel of awareness
of persons with disabilities

concerning their rights and
potenti al . I ncreased self-
reliance and enpowernent will
assi st persons wi t h

disabilities to take advant age
of the opportunities avail able
to them

52. Awareness-raising should
be an inportant part of the
education of <children wth
disabilities and in
rehabilitation pr ogr anmes.
Persons with disabilities could
also assist each other in
awar eness-rai si ng through the
activities of their own
or gani zati ons.

53. Awareness-raising should
be part of the education of all
children and should be a
conponent of teacher training
courses and training of all
pr of essi onal s.
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48. States should ensure that
public education programres
reflect in all their aspects
t he principle of full

participation and equality.

49. Persons with disabilities
and their famlies and
organi zati ons shoul d be i nvited
to participate in public
educat i on progr anmes concer ni ng
disability matters.

50. States should encourage
enterprises in the private
sector to include disability
issues in all aspects of their
activity.

51. States shouldinitiate and
pronote progranmes ainmed at

raising the | evel of awareness
of persons with disabilities

concerning their rights and
potenti al . I ncreased self-
reliance and enpowernent wll
assi st persons wi t h

disabilities to take advant age
of the opportunities avail able
to them

52. Awareness-raising should
be an inportant part of the
education of children wth
disabilities and in
rehabilitation pr ogr anmes.
Persons with disabilities could
also assist each other in
awar eness-rai sing through the
activities of their own
or gani zati ons.

53. Awareness-raising should
be part of the education of all
children and should be a
conponent of teacher training
courses and training of all
pr of essi onal s.



2. MEDI CAL CARE

St at es should ensure the
provi sion of effective nedi cal
care to per sons wth

disabilities.

54. States shoul d work towards
t he provi si on of programmes run
by rmulti-disciplinary teans of

pr of essi onal s for early
det ecti on, assessment and
treatnment of inpairnment. This
could prevent, reduce or

elimnate disabling effects.
Such progranmes shoul d ensure

full participation of persons
with disabilities and their
famlies at the individua

| evel, and of organization of
persons with disabilities at

the planning and evaluation
| evel .

55. Local community workers
shoul d be trained to

participate in areas such as
early detection of inpairnments,
t he provi sion  of pri mary
assi stance, and referral to
appropriate facilities.

56. States should ensure that
persons with disabilities are
provided with t he sanme | evel of
nmedical care within the sane
system as other nenbers of
soci ety.

57. States shoul d ensure that
all nedical and paranedica
per sonnel are adequat el y
trained and equipped to give
medi cal care to persons wth
di sabilities and that they have
access to relevant treatnent
met hods and t echnol ogy.
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2. MEDI CAL CARE

States should ensure the

provi sion of effective nmedi cal
care to per sons with
di sabilities.

54. States shoul d work t owards
t he provi si on of programes run
by multi-disciplinary teans of

pr of essi onal s for early
det ecti on, assessment and
treatnent of inpairnment. This
could prevent, reduce or

elimnate disabling effects.
Such programmes shoul d ensure

full participation of persons
with disabilities and their
famlies at the individua

| evel, and of organization of
persons with disabilities at

the planning and evaluation
| evel .

55. Local comrunity workers
shoul d be trained to

participate in areas such as
early detection of inpairnments,

t he provi sion  of pri mary
assi stance, and referral to
appropriate [] services.

56. States should ensure that
persons Wwth disabilities,_
particularly infants and
children, are provided with the
sane level of nedical care
wi t hin t he sane systemas ot her
menbers of society.

57. States shoul d ensure that
all nedical and paranedica
per sonnel are adequat el y

trained and equipped to give
medi cal care to persons wth
di sabilities and that they have
access to relevant treatnment
met hods and t echnol ogy.



58. States should ensure that
medi cal , par anmedi cal and
rel at ed personnel are

adequately trai ned so t hat t hey

do not give inappropriate
advi ce to parents, t hus
restricting options for their

children. This training should
be an ongoing process, and
shoul d be based on the | atest
i nformati on avail abl e.

59. States should ensure that
persons with disabilities are
provided wth the regular
treatment and medicines they
may need t o preserve or i nprove
their |level of functioning.

3. REHABI LI TATI ON *

States should ensure the
provision of rehabilitation
services to persons with

disabilities in order for them

to reach and sustain their
opti mum | evel of independence
and functi oning.

60. States should devel op
nati onal rehabilitation
progranmmes for all groups of
persons wth disabilities.

Such programmes shoul d be based
on the actual individual needs
of persons with disabilities
and on the principles of full
participation and equality.

* Rehabi litation is a
f undament al concept in
disability policy and is
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St at es should ensure the
provision of rehabilitation
services to persons wth
disabilities in order for them
to reach and sustain their
opti mum | evel of independence
and functioning.

60. States should devel op
nati onal rehabilitation
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Such programres shoul d be based
on the actual individual needs
of persons with disabilities
and on the principles of full
participation and equality.

* Rehabi litation IS a
f undanment al concept in



defined i n paragraph 20.

61. Such programes should
include a wde range of
activities, such as basic

skills training to inprove or
conpensate for an affected
functi on, counsel | i ng of
persons with disabilities and
their famlies, programmes to
develop self-reliance, and
occasi onal services such as
assessnent and gui dance.

62. All per sons with
di sabilities, including persons

with severe and/or nultiple
disabilities who require
rehabilitation, should have

access to it.

63. Persons with disabilities
and their famlies should be
able to participate in the
desi gn and organi zati on of
rehabilitation services
concerni ng thensel ves.

64. Rehabilitation services
shoul d, as far as possible, be
avai |l abl e in t he | ocal
community, where the person
with disabilities lives. For
some speci al traini ng purposes,

time limted rehabilitation
courses may be organized in
residential forns, if that is
consi der ed to be nor e

favourable in order to attain a
certain training objective.

65. Persons with disabilities
and their famlies should be
encour aged to i nvol ve
t hensel ves in rehabilitation

for i nst ance as trai ned
t eachers, i nstructors or
counsel |l ors.

66. States should draw upon
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disability policy and is

defined in paragraph 20.
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and their famlies should be
able to participate in the
design and organization of
rehabilitation services
concerni ng thensel ves.

64. Rehabilitation servi ces
should [] be [] designed and
financed i n such a manner t hat

they are available in the | ocal
conmunity, where the person
with disabilities lives. []

65. Persons with disabilities
and their famlies should be
encour aged to i nvol ve
t hemselves in rehabilitation,
for i nstance as trai ned
t eachers, instructors or
counsel | ors.



t he expertise of organi zations
of persons with disabilities
when fornul ati ng or eval uati ng
rehabilitation progranmes.

4. SUPPORT SERVI CES

ensure t he

supply of
i ncl udi ng

States should
devel opnent and
support services
assistive devices to persons
with disabilities to assist
themto increase their | evel of
i ndependence in their daily
living and to exercise their
ri ghts.

67. States should ensure the
provi si on of assistive devices
and equi prent per sonal
assistance and interpreter

servi ces accordi ng to t he needs

of persons with disabilities,
as inportant nmeasures to
achieve the equalization of

opportunities.

68. States should support the
devel opnment, producti on,
di stribution and servicing of
assi stive devi ces and equi pnent
and the dissemnation of
knowl edge about them

69. To achievethis, generally
avai |l abl e technical know how
shoul d be utilized. |In States

wher e hi gh technol ogy i ndustry
Is available, it should be
fully utilized to inprove the
standard and effectiveness of
assi stive devi ces and
equi pnment. It is inportant to
stinmulate the devel opnent and
producti on of sinple and
| nexpensi ve devi ces, when
possi bl e using local naterial
and | ocal producti on
facilities. Persons wth
disabilities thenselves could
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avai |l able technical know how
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wher e hi gh technol ogy i ndustry
is available, it should be
fully utilized to inprove the
standard and effectiveness of
assistive devi ces and

equi pnent. It is inmportant to
stinmul ate the devel opnent and
production  of simple and
| nexpensi ve devi ces, when
possi bl e using | ocal materi al
and | ocal production
facilities. Persons with



be involved in the production
of these devices.

70. States should recognize
t hat al | per sons Wit h
di sabilities who need assi stive
devi ces should have access to
themas appropriate, including
financial accessibility. This
may mean t hat assi sti ve devi ces
and equi pnment shoul d be
provi ded free of charge or at

such a low price that persons
with disabilities or their
famlies can afford to buy
t hem

71. In rehabilitation

programmes for the provision of
assi stive devi ces and equi pnent

States should consider the
special requirenments of girls
and boys wth disabilities
concerni ng t he desi gn,
durability and age-
appropri ateness of assistive

devi ces and equi pnent.

72. States should support the
devel opnent and provision of
per sonal assi stance programres
and interpretation services
especially for persons wth
severe and/ or mul tiple
disabilities. Such programmes
woul d increase the Ilevel of
partici pation of persons with
disabilities in everyday life,
at home, at work, in school and
during leisuretime activities.

73. Personal assi stance
programes shoul d be designed
I n such a way that the persons
with disabilities wusing the
progranmes have a decisive
I nfluence on the way in which
the programres are delivered.

1. TARGET AREAS FOR EQUAL
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72. States shoul d support the
devel opment and provision of
per sonal assi stance progranmes
and interpretation services
especially for persons wth
severe and/ or mul tiple
disabilities. Such programmes
woul d increase the Ilevel of
participation of persons wth
disabilities in everyday life,
at home, at work, in school and
during leisuretimeactivities.

73. Personal assi stance
progranmmes shoul d be designed
In such a way that the persons
wth disabilities wusing the
programmes have a decisive
I nfl uence on the way in which
t he programes are delivered.



PARTI CI PATI ON
5. ACCESSI BI LI TY

States should recognize the
over al | I mportance of
accessibility inthe process of
equal i zati on of opportunities
in all spheres of society.

(a) ACCESS TO THE PHYSI CAL
ENVI RONVENT

St at es shoul d i ntroduce
programes of action to nake
t he physi cal envi r onnent
accessible for persons wth
disabilities of any kind.

74. States should initiate
measur es to renove t he
obstacles to participation in
t he physi cal environment. Such
nmeasures could be to devel op
st andar ds and nor s for
accessibility to various areas

in society, for i nst ance
concerni ng buil di ngs, neans of
transportation, streets and

ot her outdoor environnents.

75. States should consider
enacting legislation to ensure
accessibility in different
areas of society, such as
housi ng, public buildings and
public transport services.

76. States should ensure that
architects, construction
engi neers and others who are
prof essionally involved in the
desi gn and construction of the
physi cal envi ronnent , have
access to adequate i nfornmation
on disability policy neasures
to achieve accessibility.

77. Accessibility requirenents
should be included in the
desi gn and construction of the
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desi gn and construction of the
physi cal envi ronnent, have
access to adequate i nformation
on disability policy neasures
to achi eve accessibility.

77. Accessibility requirenents
should be included in the



physi cal environnent fromthe
begi nning of the designing
pr ocess.

78. Organi zations of persons
with disabilities should be
consul t ed when devel opi ng
st andar ds and nor s for
accessibility. They shoul d

al so be involved locally from
theinitial planning stage when
public construction projects
are being designed, t hus
ensuri ng maxi numaccessi bility.

(b) ACCESS TO | NFORMATI ON AND
COVMUNI CATI ON

St at es shoul d undert ake
nmeasures to provide access to
i nformati on conmuni cati on for
people with disabilities.

79. Persons with disabilities
and, where appropriate, their
famlies and advocates should
have access to full i nformation
on diagnosis, rights and
avai l abl e services and
programmes, at all stages.
Such information should be
presented in forns accessible
to people with disabilities.

80. States should devel op
strategies to nake i nformation
services and docunentation
accessi bl e for different groups
of people with disabilities.
Braille, tape services, |large
print and other appropriate
t echnol ogi es shoul d be used to
provide access to witten
I nformati on and docunentation
for per sons W th vi sual
i mpai r nent s. Simlarly,
appropriate technol ogi es shoul d
be used to provide access to
spoken i nformati on for persons
with auditory inpairnents or
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spoken i nformation for persons



conprehension difficulties.

81. Consideration should be
given to the wuse of sign
| anguage in the first instance
in the education of deaf
children, intheir famlies and
communi ties. Si gn | anguage
interpretation services should
al so be provided to facilitate
t he conmmuni cati on bet ween deaf
persons and ot hers.

82. Consideration should al so
be given to t he needs of people
wth ot her conmmuni cati on
di sabilities.

83. States should encourage
medi a, especially television,
radi o and newspapers, to make
their services accessible.

84. States should ensure that
new computerized information
and service systens offered to
the general public are either

made initially accessible or
are adapted to be made
accessible to persons wth
di sabilities.

85. Organi zations of persons

with disabilities should be
consul t ed when devel opi ng
measures to nake information

servi ces accessi bl e.

6. EDUCATI ON

States should recognize the
principle of equal primry,
secondary and tertiary

educati onal opportunities for
children, youth and adults with
disabilities, in integrated
settings. They should ensure
that the education of persons
with disabilities 'S an
i nt egral part of t he
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settings. They should ensure
that the education of persons
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educati onal system

86. GCeneral educati onal
authorities are responsi bl e for
t he education of persons with

disabilities in integrated
settings. Education for
per sons W th disabilities

shoul d forman i ntegral part of

nati onal educati onal pl anni ng,
curriculum devel opnment and
school organi zati on.

87. Education in mainstream
school s pr e- supposes t he
provision of interpreter and
ot her appropriate support
services. Adequat e
accessibility and suppor t

servi ces, designed to neet the
needs of persons with different

di sabilities, shoul d be
provi ded.
88. Parent gr oups and

organi zati ons of persons with
di sabilities shoul d beinvol ved
i n the educati on process at all
| evel s.

89. In States where education
is conpulsory it should be
provided to girls and boys with
all kinds and all Ilevels of
disabilities, including the
nost severe.

90. Special attention should
be given to the foll ow ng
areas:

- very young children
with disabilities;

- pre-school children
with disabilities;

- adul ts wi t h
di sabilities,
particul arly womnen.

91. To accommodat e educat i onal

provisions for persons wth
disabilitiesinthe nainstream
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St at es shoul d:

- have a clearly
st at ed policy,
under st ood and

accepted at t he
school |evel and by
the wi der comunity;
- all ow for curriculum

flexibility,
addition and
adapt ati on;

- provide for quality
mat eri al s, ongoi ng

t eacher training and
support teachers.

92. Integrated education and
conmuni ty- based pr ogr anmes
shoul d be seen as conpl enent ary
approaches in providing cost-

effective educati on and
training for persons wth
disabilities. Nat i ona

conmuni ty- based pr ogr anmes
shoul d encour age conmunitiesto
use and devel op their resources
to provide |ocal education to
persons with disabilities.

93. If, for sone reason, the
facilities of the general
school system are inadequate
for those wth severe or
mul tiple di sabilities,
schooling for such persons

shoul d then be provided for an
appropriate period of time in

speci al facilities. The
quality of theses special
facilities should be equal to
those of the general school
system and closely linked to

it.

26

disabilities inthe nainstream
St at es shoul d:

- have a clearly
st at ed policy,
under st ood and

accept ed at t he
school |evel and by
the wi der conmunity;
- all ow for curricul um

flexibility,
addi tion and
adapt ati on;

- provide for quality
mat eri al s, ongoi ng

t eacher training and
support teachers.

92. Integrated education and
comruni ty- based progr anmes
shoul d be seen as conpl enent ary
approaches in providing cost-

effective educati on and
training for persons wth
disabilities. Nat i onal

comruni ty- based progr anmes
shoul d encourage communitiesto
use and devel op thei r resources
to provide |local education to
persons with disabilities.

93. [] Ln situations where no,
or very limted, educational
services exist tailored to the
needs of st udent s w th
disabilities, local education
officials should enlist the
assi st ance of parents and (when
appropri ate) students
t hensel ves in devel opi ng
solutions that result in the
devel opnent of services within
the context of the genera
school system At a mninum
st udent s w th disabilities
should be afforded the sane
portion of |ocal educational
resources as their non-di sabl ed
peers. In situations where
students with disabilities have
traditionally been pl aced
outside of their local schoo




94. Special schools should
have an outward | ooki ng
approach. They shoul d provi de
resource support to other
school s, parents and comunity
pr ogr anes, and t ake on
advi sory, training and
I nf ormati on di ssem nati on
rol es.

95. Due to the particular

comuni cat i on needs of deaf and
deaf /bl i nd per sons, their
educati on may be nore suitably
provided in schools for such
persons or special classes and
units in mai nstream school s.

7. EMPLOYMENT

States should recognize the
principle that persons wth
di sabilities nmust be enmpowered
to exercise their human rights
particularly in the field of

enpl oynment. Both in rural and
urban areas they nust have
equal opportunities for
productive and gai nf ul
enpl oynent in the [|abour
mar ket .

96. Laws and regulations in
the enploynent field nust not
di scrim nate against persons

with disabilities and nust not
rai se obst acl es to their
enpl oynent .
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districts, planni ng shoul d t ake
pl ace whi ch i nvol ves t he
eventual transfer of resources
back to the |ocal comunity.
Resources should be diverted
from the support of separate
facilities to the hiring and
retention of qualified staff
(including itinerant
speci al i sts) in or der to
support students in the general
school system

[ Paragraphs 94 & 95 del et ed]

7. EMPLOYMENT

States should recognize the
principle that persons wth
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productive and gai nf ul
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96. Laws and regulations in
the enpl oynent field nust not
di scrim nate against persons

with disabilities and nust not
rai se obst acl es to their



97. States should actively
support the integration of
persons with disabilities into
open enploynent. This active
support could occur through a
variety of neasures, such as
vocational training, incentive-

oriented guot a schenes,
reserved or desi gnat ed
enpl oynent, | oans or grants for
smal | busi ness, excl usi ve
contracts or priority
producti on ri ghts, t ax
concessions, contract
conpliance or other technical

or financial assistance to
enterprises enploying workers
with disabilities. St at es
shoul d encourage enployers to
make reasonabl e adj ustnents to

accomuodat e per sons with
disabilities.
98. St at es’ action
progr anmes shoul d
I ncl ude:
- Measures to design
and adapt wor k
pl aces and wor k
premi ses in such a

way that they becone

accessi bl e for
persons wi t h
di f f er ent
disabilities;

- Support for the use

of new technol ogi es
and the devel opnent

and production of
assi stive devi ces,
tool s and equi pnent
and nmeasur es to
facilitate access to
such devi ces and
equi pment for
persons wi t h

disabilities, to
enable themto gain
and mai nt ai n
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enpl oyment .
97. States should actively
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persons with disabilities into
open enploynent. This active
support could occur through a
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progr anmes shoul d
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way that they becone
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di f f er ent
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assi stive devi ces,
tool s and equi pnent
and nmeasur es to
facilitate access to
such devi ces and
equi pment for
persons wi t h

disabilities, to



enpl oynent ; and

- Provi sion of
appropriate training
and placenent and
ongoi ng support such
as personal
assi stance and
i nterpreter
servi ces.

99. States should support
public awar eness rai sing
canpai gns desi gned to overcone
negative attitudes and
prej udi ces concerni ng workers
with disabilities.

100. In their —capacity as
enpl oyers States should create
favourabl e conditions for the
enpl oynent of persons wth
disabilities the public
sector.

in

101. St ates, wor ker s’
organi zations and enpl oyers
should cooperate to ensure
equi tabl e recruitnment and
pronoti on policies, enploynent
condi tions, rates of pay,
measures to inprove the work
envi ronnent in order to prevent
injuries and inpairnments, and
nmeasures for therehabilitation
of enpl oyees who have sust ai ned
enpl oynment related injuries.

102. States shoul d make
shel t ered enpl oynent avail abl e
for persons with disabilities,
whose needs cannot yet be net
in open enploynment. However,
the aim should always be for
persons with disabilities to
obtain enploynent in the open
| abour mar ket .

29

enable them to gain
and mai nt ain
enpl oynent ; and

- Provi sion of
appropriate training
and placenent and
ongoi ng support such
as personal
assi stance and
i nterpreter
servi ces.

99. States should support
public awar eness rai sing
canpai gns desi gned to overcone
negative attitudes and
prej udi ces concerning workers
with disabilities.

100. In their capacity as
enpl oyers States should create
favourable conditions for the

enpl oynent of persons wth
disabilities in the public
sector.

101. St ates, wor ker s’
organi zations and enployers
should cooperate to ensure
equi tabl e recruitnent and

pronoti on policies, enploynment
condi ti ons, rates of pay,
measures to inprove the work
envi ronnent in order to prevent
injuries and inpairnents, and
nmeasures for therehabilitation
of enpl oyees who have sust ai ned
enpl oynment related injuries.

102. States should[] recognize
t hat neani ngf ul _enpl oynent is
central to a person’s identity
(and often, survival) as an
adul t . As such, the needs of
persons wth disabilities who
are not enployed should be
defined prinarily as enpl oynent
needs and not necessarily as
needs for nore training. I n
situations where adults wth




103. Measures should be taken

to i ncl ude per sons wth
disabilities in training and
enpl oynment programmes in the
private and i nformal sectors.

104. St ates, wor ker s’
organi zations and enployers
shoul d cooperate wi th

organi zati ons of persons with
disabilities concerning all
measures to create traini ng and
empl oynment opportunities
i ncl udi ng fl exi bl e hours, part-
time work, job-sharing, self-
enpl oynent and attendant care
for persons with disabilities.

8. | NCOVE MAI NTENANCE AND
SOCI AL SECURI TY

States are responsi ble for the
provision of social security
and inconme nmaintenance for
persons with disabilities.

105. States should ensure the
provi sion of adequate incone
support to per sons with
disabilities who, due to
disability or di sability-
rel at ed factors, have
tenporarily |l ost or received a
reductionintheir i ncone, have
been deni ed enpl oyment
opportunities or have such a
severe | evel of disability that
they have no or limted i ncone
earning ability. States should
ensure that the provision of
support takes into account the
costs frequently incurred by
persons with disabilities and
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disabilities need enploynent
but | ack appropriate supports,
creativity shoul d be exercised
in the use of volunteers,
potential co-workers, etc. in
order to assist the person at
work. The ai mshoul d al ways be
for persons with disabilities
to obtain enploynment in the
open | abour market.

103. Measures shoul d be taken

to i ncl ude persons wth
disabilities in training and
enpl oynment programmes in the
private and i nformal sectors.

104. St ates, wor ker s’
organi zations and enployers
shoul d cooperate wi th

organi zations of persons wth
disabilities concerning all
measures to create training and
empl oynment opportunities
i ncl udi ng fl exi bl e hours, part-
time work, job-sharing, self-
enpl oynent and attendant care
for persons with disabilities.

8. | NCOVE MAI NTENANCE AND
SOCI AL SECURI TY

States are responsi ble for the
provision of social security
and inconme rmaintenance for
persons with disabilities.

105. States should ensure the
provi sion of adequate incone
support to persons with
disabilities who, due to
di sability or di sability-
rel ated factors, have
tenporarily |l ost or received a
reduction in their incone or
have been denied enploynent
opportunities. [] St at es
shoul d ensure t hat t he
provi si on of support takes into
account the costs frequently
I ncurred by persons wth



their famlies as a result of
the disability.

106. In countries where soci al
security, social insurance or
ot her social welfare schenes
exi st or are being devel oped
for the general population,
St at es shoul d ensure that such
systens do not exclude or
di scrim nate against persons
with disabilities.

107. States should al so ensure
t he provi si on of i ncome support
to individuals who undertake
the care of a person with a
di sability.

108. Soci al
shoul d i ncl ude
restore the

security systens

incentives to
I ncome earning
capacity of persons wth
disabilities. Such systens
shoul d provi de or contributeto
the organi zation, devel opnent
and financing of vocational
traini ng. They should also
assi st with placenent servi ces.

109. Soci al security progranmes
shoul d al so provi de i ncentives
for persons with disabilities
to seek enploynent in order to
establishor re-establishtheir
I ncome earning capacity.

110. Income support should be
maintained as long as the
di sabling conditions remain in
such a manner which does not

di scour age per sons with
di sabilities to seek
enpl oynent. They should only
be reduced or term nated when
persons wth disabilities
achi eve adequate and secure
I ncone.

111. States, incountries where
social security to a large
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disabilitiesandtheir famlies
as a result of the disability.

106. In countries where soci al
security, social insurance or
other social welfare schenes
exi st or are being devel oped
for the general population,
St ates shoul d ensure that such
systenms do not exclude or
di scrim nate against persons
with disabilities.

107. States should al so ensure
t he provi si on of i nconme support
to individuals who undertake
the care of a person with a
di sability.
108. Social security systens
should include incentives to
restore the incone earning
capacity of persons wth
disabilities. Such systens
shoul d provi de or contributeto
the organization, devel opnent
and financing of vocational
training. They should also
assi st with placenent servi ces.

109. Soci al security programmes
shoul d al so provi de i ncentives
for persons with disabilities
to seek enploynent in order to
establishor re-establishtheir
I ncome earning capacity.

110. Income support should be
maintained as long as the
di sabling conditions remain in
such a manner which does not
di scour age per sons with
di sabilities to seek
enpl oynent. They should only
be reduced or term nated when
persons W th disabilities
achi eve adequate and secure



extent is provided through the
private sector, shoul d
encourage |ocal conmmunities,
wel fare or gani zati ons and
famlies to develop self-help
measures and incentives for
enpl oynent or enpl oynent -

rel ated activities for persons
with disabilities.

9. FAMLY LIFE AND PERSONAL
| NTEGRI TY

St at es shoul d pronote the ful
participation of persons wth

disabilities in famly Ilife.
They will pronote their right
to personal integrity, and
ensure that laws do not
di scrim nate against persons

with disabilities with respect
to sexual rel ati onshi ps,
marri age and parent hood.

112. Persons with disabilities
shoul d be enabled to live with
their famlies. States should

encourage the inclusion in
famly counsel |l ing of
appropriate nodul es regarding

disability and its effects on
famly life. Respite care and
attendant care services shoul d
be made available to famlies

which include a person wth
di sabilities. States shoul d
renove al | unnecessary

obstacles to persons who want
to foster or adopt a child or
adult with disabilities.

113. Persons with disabilities
nmust not be denied the
opportunity to experiencetheir
sexuality, have sexual

32

i ncone.

111. States, incountries where
social security to a large
extent is provided through the

private sector, shoul d
encourage |ocal conmmunities,
wel fare or gani zati ons and
famlies to develop self-help
measures and incentives for
enpl oynent or enpl oynment -

rel ated activities for persons
with disabilities.

9. FAMLY LIFE AND PERSONAL
| NTEGRI TY

States shoul d pronote the ful
partici pation of persons with

disabilities in famly life.
They will pronote their right
to personal integrity, and
ensure that laws do not
di scrim nate against persons

with disabilities with respect
to sexual rel ati onshi ps,
marri age and parent hood.

112. Persons with disabilities
shoul d be enabled to live with
their famlies. States should

encourage the inclusion in
famly counsel ling of
appropriate nodul es regarding

disability and its effects on
famly life. Respite care and
att endant care services should
be made available to famlies

which include a person wth
di sabilities. States should
renove al | unnecessary

obstacl es to persons who want
to foster or adopt a child or
adult with disabilities.



rel ati onshi ps
par ent hood.

and experience

Taki ng into
account t hat persons wth
disabilities may experience
difficultiesingettingmarried
and settingup afamly, States

shoul d encour age the
availability of appropriate
counsel | i ng. Persons with

di sabilities nust have t he sane
access as others to famly
pl anni ng net hods, as well as to
I nformation inaccessibleforns
about t he sexual functioning of

t heir bodi es.

114. States should pronote
nmeasures to change negative
attitudes about marri age,

sexuality and parenthood of
peopl e W th disabilities,
especially of girls and wonen
with disabilities, which still
prevail in society. The nedia
shoul d be encouraged to pl ay an
i mportant roleinrenoving such
negative attitudes.

115. Persons with disabilities
and their famlies need to be
fully informed on taking
precauti ons agai nst sexual and
ot her fornms of abuse. Persons
wi th di sabilities ar e
particularly vulnerable to
abuse in the famly, comunity
or ininstitutions and need to
be educated in howto avoid t he
occurrence of abuse, recogni ze
when abuse has occurred and
report on such acts.

10. CULTURE

States wi || ensure that persons

wi t h di sabilities are
i ntegrated into and can
partici pate on an equal basis

in cultural activities.
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113. Persons with disabilities
nmust not be deni ed t he
opportunity to experiencetheir

sexuality, have sexua
rel ati onships and experience
par ent hood. Taki ng into
account t hat persons wth
disabilities my experience

difficultiesingetting married
and settingup afamly, States

shoul d encour age t he
availability of appropriate
counsel i ng. Persons with

di sabilities nust have t he sanme
access as others to famly
pl anni ng nmet hods, as well as to
I nformationin accessibleforns
about t he sexual functioning of

t heir bodi es.

114. States should pronote
nmeasures to change negative
attitudes about marri age,

sexuality and parenthood of
peopl e Wi th disabilities,
especially of girls and wonen
with disabilities, which still
prevail in society. The nmedia
shoul d be encouraged to pl ay an
i mportant roleinrenoving such
negative attitudes.

115. Persons with disabilities
and their famlies need to be
fully informed on taking
precauti ons agai nst sexual and
ot her fornms of abuse. Persons
with disabilities may be []
particularly vulnerable to
abuse [] and need to be
educated in how to avoid the
occurrence of abuse, recognize
when abuse has occurred and
report on such acts.

10. CULTURE

States wil |l ensure that persons
wi t h di sabilities are



116. States shoul d ensure that
persons with disabilities have
the opportunity to utilize
their creative, artistic and
intellectual potential, not
only for their own benefit, but
also for the enrichnent of
their comunity, be they in
urban or rural areas. Exanples
of such activities are dance,

music, literature, theatre,
plastic arts, painting and
scul pture. Particularly in

devel opi ng countries enphasis
shoul d be pl aced on traditi onal
and contenporary art forns,
such as puppetry, recitation
and story-telling.

117. States should pronote the
accessibility and availability
by persons with di sabilities of
pl aces for cul tural
per f or mances and servi ces, such
as theatres, nuseuns, cinemas
and libraries.

118. States shouldinitiatethe
devel opnent and use of speci al
techni cal arrangenents to nmake
literature, films and theatre
accessible to persons wth
di sabilities.

11. RECREATI ON AND SPORTS

States will take neasures to
ensure that persons wth
disabilities have equa

opportunities for recreation

and sports.

119. States should initiate
measures to nake places for
recreation and sports, hotels,
beaches, sport arenas, gym
halls, etc., accessible to
persons Wwth disabilities.
These neasur es shoul d enconpass
support for staff inrecreation

i nt egr at ed into and can
participate on an equal basis
In cultural activities.

116. States shoul d ensure that
persons with disabilities have
the opportunity to utilize
their creative, artistic and
intellectual potential, not
only for their own benefit, but
also for the enrichnment of
their comunity, be they in
urban or rural areas. Exanples
of such activities are dance,

music, literature, theatre,
plastic arts, painting and
scul pture. Particularly in

devel opi ng countries enphasis
shoul d be pl aced on traditional
and contenporary art forns,
such as puppetry, recitation
and story-telling.

117. States should pronote the
accessibility and availability
by persons with disabilities of
pl aces for cul tural
per f or mances and servi ces, such
as theatres, museuns, cinemas
and libraries.

118. States shouldinitiatethe
devel opnent and use of speci al
techni cal arrangenents to nake
literature, filnms and theatre
accessible to persons wth
di sabilities.

11. RECREATI ON AND SPORTS

States will take neasures to
ensure that persons wth
disabilities have equa

opportunities for recreation

and sports.

119. States should initiate
nmeasures to make places for
recreation and sports, hotels,
beaches, sport arenas, gym



and sports programes,
i ncl udi ng projects to devel op
met hods of accessibility, and
participation, information and
trai ni ng progranmes.

120. Touri st aut horities,
travel agenci es, hot el s,
voluntary organi zations and
ot hers involved in organizing
recreational activities or
travel opportunities should
offer their services to all,
taki ng i nt o account the speci al
needs of per sons with
di sabilities. Sui t abl e
trai ni ng shoul d occur to assi st
this process.

121. Sports or gani zati ons
shoul d be encour aged t o devel op
opportunities for participation
by persons with disabilitiesin
sports activities. Sonetines,
accessi bility neasures coul d be
enough t o open up opportunities
for participation. I n other
cases special arrangenents or
speci al ganes are needed.
States should support the
participation of persons with
disabilities in national and
I nternational events.

122. Persons with disabilities
partici pating in sports
activities should have access
to instruction and training of
the sanme quality as other
partici pants.

123. Organi zers of sports and
recreation should consult wth
organi zations of persons wth
disabilities when devel oping
their services for persons with
di sabilities.

12. RELIG ON
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halls, etc., accessible to
persons wth disabilities.
These neasur es shoul d enconpass
support for staff inrecreation
and sports programes,
i ncl udi ng projects to devel op
nmet hods of accessibility, and
participation, information and
trai ni ng progranmes.

120. Touri st aut horities,
travel agenci es, hot el s,
voluntary organizations and
ot hers involved in organizing
recreational activities or
travel opportunities should
offer their services to all,
taking i nt o account the speci al
needs of per sons with
di sabilities. Sui t abl e
trai ni ng shoul d occur to assi st
this process.

121. Sports or gani zati ons
shoul d be encour aged t o devel op
opportunities for participation
by persons with disabilitiesin
sports activities. Sonetines,
accessi bility neasures coul d be
enough t o open up opportunities
for participation. I n other
cases special arrangenents or
speci al games are needed.
States should support the
participation of persons wth
disabilities in national and
I nternational events.

122. Persons with disabilities
partici pating in sports
activities should have access
to instruction and training of
the same quality as other
partici pants.

123. Organizers of sports and
recreation should consult wth
organi zations of persons wth
disabilities when devel oping
their services for persons with



States will encourage neasures
for equal participation by
person with disabilitiesinthe
religious life of their
comuni ti es.

124. States should encourage,
in consultation with religious
authorities, neasur es to
elimnate discrimnation and
make religious activities
accessible to persons wth
di sabilities.

125. States should encourage
i nformati on on di sability
matters to be distributed to
religious institutions and
organi zations. States should
al so encour age religious
aut horities to i ncl ude
i nformati on on disability

policies in the training for
religious professions, as well
as in religious education

pr ogr anmes.

126. They shoul d al so encour age
the accessibility of religious
literature to persons wth
sensory inpairments.

127. States and/or religious
organi zati ons should consult
with organi zati ons of persons

wi t h di sabilities when
devel opi ng neasures for equa
participation in religious

activities.

[11. I MPLEMENTATI ON MEASURES

13. | NFORVATI ON AND RESEARCH
States assune the ultinmate
responsibility for t he

col l ecti on and di ssem nati on of

i nformati on about the 1iving
conditions of persons wth
disabilities and pr onot e

conprehensive research on al
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disabilities.

12. RELIG ON

States will encourage neasures
for equal participation by
person with disabilitiesinthe
religious life of their
comuni ti es.

124. States should encourage,
in consultation with religious
aut horiti es, neasur es to
elimnate discrimnation and
make religious activities
accessible to persons wth
di sabilities.

125. States should encourage
i nformati on on disability
matters to be distributed to
religious institutions and
organi zations. States should
al so encour age religious
aut horities to i ncl ude
i nformati on on disability
policies in the training for
religi ous professions, as well
as in religious education
pr ogr anmes.

126. They shoul d al so encour age
the accessibility of religious
literature to persons wth
sensory i npairments.

127. States and/or religious
organi zati ons should consult
with organi zati ons of persons
wi t h disabilities when
devel opi ng neasures for equa
participation in religious
activities.

[11. | MPLEMENTATI ON MEASURES

13. | NFORMVATI ON AND RESEARCH
States assune the ultimte
responsibility for t he
col l ecti on and di ssem nat i on of



aspects including obstacles
which effect the lives of
persons with disabilities.

128. States should, at regul ar
i nterval s, col | ect gender
specific statistics and ot her

information concerning the
living conditions of persons
with disabilities. Such data

col l ection could be conducted
in conjunction with national
censuses and househol d surveys

and could be undertaken in
cl ose col | aborati on, i nter
alia, W th uni versities,
research institutes and

organi zati ons of persons with

di sabilities. The dat a
col |l ections shoul d i ncl ude
guestions on programes and
services and their use.

129. States should consider
establishing a databank on
disability, whi ch i ncl udes
statistics on avai | abl e

servi ces and programmes as wel |
as on the different groups of

persons wth disabilities.
They should bear in mnd the
need to protect individua

privacy and personal integrity.

130. States shouldinitiate and
support programres of research
on soci al , econoni c and
partici pation i ssues t hat
affect the lives of persons
wth disabilities and their
famlies. Suchresearch should
i ncl ude studi es on the causes,

types and frequencies of
disabilities, the availability
and efficacy of exi sting
programmes and the need for

devel opment and eval uation of
servi ces and support neasures.

131. States shoul d devel op and
adopt term nology and criteria
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informati on about the [living
conditions of persons wth
disabilities and pronot e

conpr ehensi ve research on al
aspects including obstacles
which effect the Ilives of
persons with disabilities.

128. States shoul d, at regul ar
i nterval s, col | ect gender
specific statistics and other

i nformation concerning the
living conditions of persons
with disabilities. Such data

col l ection could be conducted
in conjunction with national
censuses and househol d surveys

and could be wundertaken in
cl ose col | aborati on, inter
alia, W th uni versities,
research institutes and
organi zations of persons wth
disabilities. The dat a
col |l ections shoul d i ncl ude
guestions on programes and
services and their use.

129. States should consider
establishing a databank on
disability, whi ch  includes
statistics on avai | abl e

servi ces and progranmes as wel |
as on the different groups of

persons wth disabilities.
They should bear in mnd the
need to protect individua

privacy and personal integrity.

130. States shouldinitiate and
support programres of research
on soci al , economni c and
partici pation i ssues t hat
affect the lives of persons
wth disabilities and their
famlies. Such research shoul d
i ncl ude studi es on the causes,

types and frequencies of
disabilities, the availability
and efficacy of exi sting
programmes and the need for

devel opnent and eval uati on of



for the conduct of national
surveys, in cooperation wth
organi zati ons of persons wth
disabilities.

132. States should facilitate
the participation of persons
wth disabilities 1in data
collection and research. To
undert ake such research
Gover nment s shoul d particularly
encourage the recruitnent of
qualified persons wi t h
disabilities.

133. States shoul d support the
exchange of research findings
and experi ences.

134. States shoul d t ake
measures to di stribute
i nformati on and know edge on
disability toall political and
adm ni stration levels wthin
national, regional and |ocal
spher es.

14. POLI CY- MAKI NG AND PLANNI NG

St at es wi || ensure t hat
disability aspects are incl uded
in all relevant policy-nmaking
and national pl anning.

135. States shouldinitiate and
plan adequate policies for
persons with disabilities at
t he nat i onal | evel , and
stinul at e and support action at
regi onal and | ocal |evels.

136. States should involve
organi zations of persons wth
disabilities in all decision-
making relating to plans and
progranmes concerni ng persons
with disabilities or affecting
their economc and social
st at us.
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servi ces and support measures.

131. States shoul d devel op and
adopt term nology and criteria
for the conduct of national
surveys, in cooperation wth
organi zations of persons wth
disabilities.

132. States should facilitate
the participation of persons
with disabilities in data
collection and research. To
undert ake such research
Gover nment s shoul d particularly
encourage the recruitnent of
qualified persons wi t h
disabilities.

133. States shoul d support the
exchange of research findings
and experi ences.

134. States shoul d t ake
measures to di stribute
i nformati on and know edge on
disability toall political and
adm ni stration levels wthin
national, regional and Iocal
spher es.

14. POLI CY- MAKI NG AND PLANNI NG

St at es wil | ensure t hat
di sability aspects are incl uded
in all relevant policy-nmaking
and national pl anning.

135. States shouldinitiate and
plan adequate policies for
persons with disabilities at
t he nat i onal | evel and
stinul at e and support action at
regi onal and | ocal |evels.

136. States should involve
organi zations of persons wth
disabilities in all decision-
making relating to plans and
progranmes concerni hg persons



137. The needs and concerns of
persons W th disabilities
should be incorporated into
general devel opnent plans and
not be treated separately.

138. The ul ti mate
responsibility of States for
the situation of persons wth
disabilities does not relieve
ot hers of their responsibility.
Anyone in charge of services,
activities or the provision of
i nformation in society, should
be encour aged to accept
responsi bility for maki ng such
progranmes avai |l abl e t o per sons
with disabilities.

139. States should facilitate
the devel opnent by I ocal
communi ti es of programres and
measures  for person wth
disabilities. One way of doing
this could be to develop
manuals or check lists and
provi de training progranmes for
| ocal staff.

15. LEG SLATI ON

States have responsibility to

create the legal bases for
measur es to achi eve t he
objectives of full

partici pation and equality for
persons with disabilities.

140. Nati onal | egi sl ation

enbodyi ng the rights and
obligations of citizens, should
I ncl ude t he rights and
obligations of persons wth
disabilities. States are under
an obligationto enabl e persons
with disabilities to exercise

their rights including their
human  civil and political
rights on an equal basis with
other citizens. Legi sl ative

action may be needed to renove
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with disabilities or affecting
their econom ¢ and soci al
st at us.

137. The needs and concerns of
per sons W th disabilities
should be incorporated into
general devel opnent plans and
not be treated separately.

138. The ul ti mat e
responsibility of States for
the situation of persons wth
disabilities does not relieve
ot hers of their responsibility.
Anyone in charge of services,
activities or the provision of
i nformation in society, should
be encour aged to accept
responsi bility for maki ng such
progranmes avai l abl e t o per sons
with disabilities.

139. States should facilitate
the devel opnent by I ocal
communi ties of programres and
measures  for person wth
disabilities. One way of doing
this could be to develop
manuals or check lists and
provi de training progranmes for
| ocal staff.

15. LEG SLATI ON

States have responsibility to

create the |legal bases for
measur es to achi eve t he
objectives of full

partici pation and equality for
persons with disabilities.

140. Nati onal | egi sl ation

enbodyi ng the rights and
obligations of citizens, should
I ncl ude t he rights and
obligations of persons wth
disabilities. States are under
an obl i gation to enabl e persons
with disabilities to exercise
their rights including their



condi ti ons which may adversely
affect the lives of persons
with disabilities, including
harassnment and victim sation.
Any discrimnatory provisions
agai nst persons with
di sabilities must be
el i m nat ed. There is also a
need for special measures and
affirmati ve acti on programmes.
St at es must ensure t hat
organi zations of persons wth

disabilities are involved in
the developnment of nationa
| egi slation concerning the
rights of per sons wth
disabilities, as well as inthe
ongoi ng evaluation of this

| egi sl ati on.

141. Nati onal | egi sl ation
shoul d provide for appropriate
sanctions i n case of violations
of the principles of non-
di scrim nation. Nat i onal
| egi sl ati on concer ni ng persons
with disabilities may appear in
two different forns. The
rights and obligations may be
I ncor por at ed I n genera
| egi slation, or contained in
speci al | egislation.

142. Special legislation for
persons with disabilities nmay
be establ i shed in several ways:

by enacting separate
Ieglslatlon excl usi vel y
dealing with disability
mat t ers;

- by i ncluding
disability matters within
| egi sl ati on on particul ar
topi cs; and

- by menti oning
persons with disabilities
specifically in the texts
that serve to interpret
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human  ci vil and political
rights on an equal basis with
other citizens. Legi sl ative

action may be needed to renove
condi ti ons which may adversely
affect the l|ives of persons
with disabilities, including
harassnment and victim sation.
Any discrimnatory provisions
agai nst persons wi th
di sabilities mu st be
el i m nat ed. There is also a
need for special nmeasures and
affirmative acti on programmes.
St at es must ensure t hat
organi zations of persons wth
disabilities are involved in
the developnment of nationa
| egi slation concerning the
rights of per sons W th
disabilities, as well as inthe
ongoi ng evaluation of this
| egi sl ati on.

141. Nati onal | egi sl ati on
shoul d provide for appropriate
sanctions in case of violations
of the principles of non-
di scrim nation. Nat i onal
| egi sl ati on concer ni ng persons
with disabilities may appear in
two different forns. The
rights and obligations nay be
I ncor por at ed I n genera
| egi slation, or contained in
speci al | egislation.

142. Special legislation for
persons with disabilities nay
be established in several ways:

- by enacting separate
| egi sl ati on, exclusively
dealing with disability
matters;

by including
dlsablllty matters within
| egi sl ati on on parti cul ar
topi cs; and



exi sting | egislation.

A conbi nati on of t hese

di fferent approaches m ght be
desirable. Affirmative action
provi si ons may al so be
consi der ed.

143. States may consi der
establishing formal statutory

conpl ai nts mechani sms i n order
to protect the interests of
persons with disabilities.

16. ECONOM C PQOLI CI ES

States have the financial
responsibility for nationa
programmes and rmeasures to

create equal opportunities for
persons with disabilities.

144. States should include
disability mtters 1in the
regul ar budget s of al

national, regional and | ocal

gover nment bodi es.

145. States, non-governnent al
or gani zati ons and ot her
i nterested bodi es shoul d

I nteract to determ ne the nost
effective ways to support
proj ects and neasures rel evant
to persons with disabilities.

146. St ates shoul d consi der the

use  of econom ¢ measur es
(1 oans, t ax exenpti ons,
ear mar ked grants, speci al
funds, etc.) to stinmulate and

support equal participation by

persons with disabilities in
soci ety.

147. In many states it may be
advisable to establish a
disability developnment fund,
whi ch could support various
pilot projects and self-help

programes at grass-roots
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- by menti oni ng
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di fferent approaches m ght be
desirable. Affirmative action
provi si ons may al so be
consi der ed.
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may be
establish a
fund,



| evel .
17. COORDI NATI ON OF WORK

States are responsible for the
est abl i shnent and strengt heni ng
of nat i onal coordi nati ng
comm ttees, or simlar bodies,
to serve as a national focal
point on disability matters.

148. The nati onal coordi nati ng
commttee or simlar bodies
shoul d be permanent and based
on | egal as well as appropriate
adm ni strative regul ati on

149. A conbi nati on of
representatives of private and
public sector organizations is
nost |ikely to achieve an
Il nter-sector al and
mul tidisciplinary conposition.
Representati ves coul d be drawn
from concerned gover nment
mnistries, organizations of
persons with disabilities and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons.

150. Organi zati ons of persons
with disabilities should have
consi derable influence in the
nati onal coordi nating conmttee
in order to ensure proper
f eedback of their concerns.

151. The national coordi nating
comm ttee should be provided
wi th adm ni strative powers and

sufficient aut onony and
resources to fulfill its
responsi bilities. It should
report to t he hi ghest
governnent al | evel

18. ORGANI ZATI ONS OF PERSONS
W TH DI SABI LI Tl ES

St at es
ri ght

shoul d recognize the
of the organi zati ons of
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persons with disabilities at
national, regional and I ocal
| evel s. States should also
recogni ze the advi sory rol e of
organi zati ons of persons wth
di sabilitiesindecision-making
on disability matters.

152. States should encourage
and support econom cally andin
ot her ways the formation and
st rengt heni ng of organi zati ons
of persons with disabilities,

fam |y menber s and/ or
advocat es. States should
recogni ze t hat t hese

organi zations have a role to
play in the devel opnent of
di sability policy.

153. States should establish
ongoi ng comrunication wth
organi zations of persons wth
disabilities and ensure their

participation in t he
devel opnent of gover nnent
policies.

154. The rol e of organi zations
of persons with disabilities
could be to identify needs and
priorities, to participate in
the planning, inplenentation
and eval uati on of services and
nmeasures concerning the lives
of persons with disabilities,
and to contribute to public
awareness and to advocate
change.

155. As instrunments of self-
hel p, organi zations of persons
with disabilities provide and
pronote opportunities for the
devel opnent of skills in
various fields, nutual support
anong nenbers and information
shari ng.
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hel p, organi zati ons of persons
with disabilities provide and
pronote opportunities for the



156. Organi zations of persons
withdisabilities couldperform
their advisory role in many
different ways such as having
per manent representation on
boards of governnent-funded
agencies, serving on public
comm ssi ons, and providing
expert know edge on different
proj ects.

157. The advisory role of
organi zations of persons wth
di sabilities shoul d be ongoi ng
in order to devel op and deepen
the exchange of views and
i nformati on between the state
and the organi zations.

158. Organi zations should be
per manently represented on the
nati onal coordi nating commttee
or simlar bodies.

159. The role of | ocal
organi zations of persons wth
di sabilities shoul d be
devel oped and strengthened to
ensure that they influence
matters at the conmunity | evel .

19. PERSONNEL TRAI NI NG

States are responsible for
ensuring the adequate training
of personnel, at all Ievels,
involved in the planning and
provi sion of programres and
services concerning persons
with disabilities.

160. States should ensure that
al | aut horities provi di ng
services in the disability
fieldgive adequate trainingto
their personnel.

161. In t he training of
professionalsinthedisability
field, as well as in the
provision of information on

devel opnent of skills in
various fields, nutual support
anmong nmenbers and i nformation
shari ng.
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disability in general training
progranmmes, the principle of
full participationandequality

shoul d be appropriately
refl ected.

162. States should devel op
training progranmes in

consul tation w th organi zati ons
of persons with disabilities
and persons with disabilities
shoul d be i nvol ved as t eachers,

instructors or advisers in
staff training programes.

163. The training of community
workers is of great strategic
i nportance particularly in
devel oping countries. | t
should involve persons wth
disabilities and include the

devel opnent of appropriate
val ues, conmpet ency and
technol ogies as well as skills
which can be practised by
persons wth disabilities,
their parents, famlies and
menbers of the comunity.

20. NATI ONAL MONI TORI NG AND
EVALUATI ON OF DI SABI LI TY
PROGRAMMES I N THE

| MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE STANDARD
RULES

States are responsi ble for the

cont i nuous nmoni t ori ng and
eval uation of t he
i mpl enentation  of nat i onal
pr ogr anmres and services

concerni ng the equalization of
opportunities for persons with
di sabilities.

164. States should periodically
and systematically evaluate
nati onal disability programres
and di ssem nate both the bases
and the results of t he
eval uati ons.
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165. States shoul d devel op and
adopt term nology and criteria
for t he eval uati on of
disability related programes
and servi ces.

166. Such criteria and
t er m nol ogy shoul d be devel oped
in close cooperation wth
organi zations of persons wth
disabilities fromthe earli est
concept ual and pl anni ng st ages.

167. States should participate
ininternational cooperationin

or der to devel op comon
st andar ds for nat i onal
evaluation in the disability
field. States shoul d encourage

nati onal coordinating
conmttees to al so partici pate.

168. The eval uati on of various
progranmes in the disability
field should be built in at the
pl anning stage, so that the
overall efficacy in fulfilling
their policy objectives can be
eval uat ed.

21. TECHNICAL AND ECONOM C
COOPERATI ON

States, bothindustrialized and
devel opi ng, have responsibility
to cooperate in and undertake
measures for the i nprovenent of

t he living conditions of
persons with disabilities in
devel opi ng countri es.

169. Measures to achieve the

equal i zati on of opportunities
of persons with disabilities,

i ncl udi ng ref ugees Wi th
disabilities, shoul d be
i nt egrated into gener al
devel opnent programmes.

170. Such neasures nust be
integrated in all forns of
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and di ssenm nate both the bases
and t he results of t he
eval uati ons.
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techni cal and econom ¢
cooperati on, bi | at er al and
multilateral, governnental and

non- gover nment al . St at es
should bring up disability
I ssues in discussions on such
cooperation wi th their
count erparts.

171. \Wen pl anni ng and
revi ewi ng progr anmes of
t echni cal and econom ¢

cooperation, special attention
shoul d be given to the effects
of such programmes on the
situation of persons wth
disabilities. It is of utnost
i mportance that persons wth
disabilities and their
organi zati ons are consulted on
any devel opnent proj ects
designed for persons wth
disabilities. They should be
directly i nvol ved in the
devel opnent, i npl ement ati on and
eval uation of such projects.

172. Priority ar eas for
t echni cal and econom c
cooperation shoul d incl ude:

-t he devel opnent of human
resources through the
devel opnent of skills,
abilities and potentials
of persons wi t h
disabilities and t he
initiation of enploynent-
generating activities for

and  of persons wth
disabilities;

-t he devel opnent and
di ssemi nati on of
appropriate disability

rel ated technol ogi es and
know how.
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St at es are al so encour aged
to support the formation and
st rengt heni ng of organi zati ons
of persons with disabilities.

173. States shoul d t ake
measur es to i mprove t he
know edge of disability issues
anong staff involved at all
| evel s inthe adm ni stration of
t echni cal and econom c
cooperati on progranres.

22. | NTERNATI ONAL COOPERATI ON
St at es wi | partici pate
actively in i nt ernati onal

cooper ati on concer ni ng policies
for t he equal i zati on of
opportunities for persons with
di sabilities.

174. Wthinthe United Nati ons,
its specialized agencies and
ot her concer ned i nter-
gover nnent al or gani zat i ons,
States should participate in
the devel opnent of disability

policy.

175. \Whenever appropri ate,
St at es shoul d I ntroduce
disability aspects in genera
negoti ations concerni ng
standards, i nformation
exchange, devel opment
progr anmes, etc.

176. States should encourage
and support the exchange of
know edge and experi ence
bet ween:

- non-government al
organi zations
concerned wi th
disability issues;

- r e s e ar ¢ h
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institutions and
i ndi vi dual
researchers i nvol ved
I n di sability
i ssues;

- representatives  of
field programes and

of prof essi onal
gr oups in t he
disability field,;

- or gani zati ons of
persons wi t h
disabilities; and

- n at i o n a l
coordinating
conmittees.

177. States shoul d ensure that
the United Nations and its
speci al i zed agenci es as wel | as
al | i nt er gover nnent al and
interparliamentary bodies, at
gl obal and regional |Ievels,
i ncl ude t he gl obal and regi onal
organi zati ons of persons wth
[end of text m ssing]

V. MONITORING MECHANI SM FOR
THE STANDARD RULES

178. The pur pose of t he
nonitoring systemis to assi st
each State to assess its |eve

of i npl ement ati on of t he
standard rules and to neasure
its progress. This should
identify obstacles and their
sol utions. Thi s wil |
contribute to the successful
i mpl ement ati on of the standard
rules. The nonitoring system
will recognize the economc

social and cultural features
existing in individual States.
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179. The standard rul es on the
equal i zati on of opportunities
for persons with disabilities
shall be nonitored within the
framework of the sessions of
the Comm ssion for Social
Devel opnent. A  Speci al
Rapporteur with relevant and
ext ensi ve experience of
di sability I ssues and
i nt ernati onal or gani zati ons
shal | be appointed for 3 years
to nmonitor the inplenentation
of the standard rul es.

180. | nt ernati onal
organi zations of persons wth
di sabilities having

consul tative status wi th ECOSCC

should be invited by the
Conmm ssi on for Soci al
Devel opnment to create anong

t hensel ves a panel of experts,
t aki ng into account t he
di fferent kinds of disabilities
and necessary equi t abl e
geographical distribution, to
be consulted by the Special
Rapporteur and, when
appropriate, the Secretariat.

181. The panel of experts wll
be encouraged by the Speci al
Rapporteur to review, advise
and provide feedback and
suggestions on the pronotion,
i mpl enentati on and nonitoring
of the standard rul es.

182. The
shal |

Speci al
send a set

Rappor t eur
of questions

to States, entities within the
United Nations system and
I nt ergover nnent al and non-

gover nrent al or gani zati ons,
i ncluding organizations  of
persons with disabilities. The
set of questions shoul d address
i mpl enentation plans for the
standard rules in States. The
guestions should be selective
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i n nature and cover a nunber of

specific rules for in-depth
evaluation. In preparing the
questions the Speci al

Rapport eur should consult with
the panel of experts and the
Secretari at.

183. The Speci al Rapport eur
shall seek to establish a
di rect dialogue not only with
States but alsow th |ocal non-
gover nnment al or gani zati ons,
seeki ng their Vi ews and
comments on any information
I ntended to be included in the
reports. The speci al
Rapport eur shal | provi de
advisory services on the
i mpl ement ati on and nonitoring
of the standard rules and
assi stance in the preparation
of replies to the sets of
questi ons.

184. UNOV/ CSDHA, as the United
Nat i ons focal poi nt on
disability issues, and the
United Nations Devel opnment
Programmes (UNDP), as well as
other entities wthin the
United Nations system such as
t he regi onal commi ssi ons,
speci al i zed agenci es and i nter-
agency neet i ngs, shal |
cooperate wth the Special
Rapporteur I n the
i npl ementati on and nonitoring
of the standard rules at the
nati onal |evel

185. The Speci al
shal |, assi sted by t he
Secretariat, prepare reports
for subm ssion to the thirty-
fourthandthirty-fifth session
of the Conmm ssion for Social
Devel opnent. | n preparing such

Rapport eur

reports the Rapporteur should
consult wth the panel of
experts.
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186. States are invited to
encour age nati onal coordinating
commttees or simlar bodiesto
participate in inplenentation
and monitoring. As the focal
points ondisability matters at
t he national | evel, they should

be encouraged to establish
procedures to coordinate the
nmonitoring of the standard

rul es. Organi zations  of
per sons W th disabilities
should be encouraged to be
actively i nvol ved in the
nonitoring at all | evels of the
pr ocess.

187. Should extra budgetary

resources be identified, one or

nor e posi tions of Inter-
Regi onal Advi sor on t he
St andar d rul es shoul d be
created to provide direct
services to States, including
on

(a) The organization of
national and
r egi onal training
sem nars on t he
cont ent of t he
standard rul es;

(b) The devel opnent of
gui delines to assi st
in strategies for
i mpl enent ati on of
the standard rul es;
and

(c) Best practices
concerning
i npl ement ati on of
t he standard rul es.

188. At its thirty-fourth
session, the Commi ssion for
Soci al Devel oprent shal

est abl i sh an open- ended wor ki ng
group to exam ne the Special
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Rapporteur’s report and make
reconmendations on how to
i mprove the application of the
standard rules. In exam ning

t he Speci al Rapporteur’s
report, the Comm ssion for
Soci al Devel opnment, by its

open- ended wor ki ng gr oup, shall
consul t international
organi zati ons of persons wth
disabilities and specialized
agencies, accordingtorules 71
and 76 of the Rules of
Procedure of the Functional
Conmi ssi ons of the ECOSCC

189. At its session follow ng
t he end of the  Speci al
Rapporteur’s mandat e, t he

Comm ssion shall exam ne the
possibility of either renew ng
t hat mandate, appointing a new
Rapport eur, or consi deri ng
anot her nonitoring mechani sm
bearing in mnd the contents of
par agr aph 177; and make
appropriate recomrendations to

t he Economni c and Soci al
Counci | .
190. St ates shoul d be

encouraged to contributetothe
United Nations Voluntary Fund
on Disability in order to
further the inplenentation of
t he standard rul es.
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POSI TIVE AND FULL INCLUSION OF PERSONS
WITH DISABILITIESIN ALL ASPECTS OF SOCIETY AND
THE LEADERSHIP ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS THEREIN
(E/CN.5/1993/L..7)

UNITED NATIONSCOMMISSION ON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
VIENNA
15 FEBRUARY, 1993

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Over the cour se of the past week we have had the privilegeto get
to know many of the wonderful delegates assembled hereto offer their expertisein framing
solutions to the many problems faced by people all around the world. We have had the
opportunity towork with many of you on many issueswhich, if properly addressed, will have
atremendousimpact on the quality of life experienced by peoplewith disabilities all around
the globe.

We have now presented this body with a resolution which we believe will reaffirm the
commitment of the United Nations towar ds personswith disabilities and strengthen therole
of theUnited Nationsin itsinternational leadership rolein thisimportant area. Weall know
that these ar e changing times and that resour cesto attend to all of our important effortsare
scarce. The resolution we have submitted for your consideration recognizes the needs of
people with disabilities to have a strong voice, the need to advance equalization of
opportunities, the need to ensurethat the services and supports provided by our nationsare
of high quality, and the need for the United Nationsto both listen to the needs of peoplewith
disabilitiesand respond in a effective manner.

In thisresolution we call upon the leader ship of the United Nationsto maintain theintegrity
of the United Nations program for persons with disabilities. We also urge the leader ship to
strengthen this program in order to allow it to represent the needs and interests of persons
with disabilities throughout the United Nations system, coordinate and streamline efforts
acrossthe United Nations system affecting per sonswith disabilities, promote equalization of
opportunities for persons with disabilities within the United Nations system itself, and to
providetechnical assistance and information on promising policies and practicesin working
with peoplewith disabilitiesto Member States. Furthermore, werequest that theleader ship
issueareport on progressin accomplishing theseimportant tasks, strengthen the statusof the
present Disabled Persons Unit, ensure that the needs of persons with disabilities are well
represented at the World Summit for Social Development, and, finally, that this body here
assembled reaffirm its commitment to addressing the needs of personswith disabilitiesin a
positive fashion. It isour belief that this affirmation and strengthening of the role of the
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United Nations program for personswith disabilities and our reaffirmation of commitment
areof critical importance at thistime.

Mr.Chairman, | am pleased toreport that first of all, that we on the United States delegation
havethefull support of theWhite House and President Clinton on theseissues. Over the past
week we have been in direct contact with senior advisors to the President and they have
expressed their support for our effortsherein Vienna. Secondly, | am pleased to report that
we also have the support and co-sponsor ship of many nations gathered herefor thishistoric
meeting, among them Australia, Canada, China, France, and Russia. Literally all around the
world, people recognize the need to support people with disabilities through a strengthened
United Nationsrolein leadinginter national effor tsto ensureequalization of opportunitiesand
the full societal inclusion of personswith disabilities.

Wetherefore come befor e you today, with wide inter national consensus, in order to ask you
toensurethat progressin serving peoplewith disabilitieswill continue--asit should-- and that
the United Nations continuesto serve asa strong advocatein meeting the needs of peoplewith
disabilities as it has during the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons. Let us all --
unified-- makeareal differencein thelivesof peoplewith disabilities. Let usdothistogether,
let usdoit becauseit isright, and let usdo it now. Thank you.
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U.N. Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities
for Disabled Persons

Discussion of Amendments Offered by the
Delegation of the United States of America

Vienna
8-17 February, 1993

I ntr oduction

On the whole, the proposed Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons
with Disabilities represent an ambitious and positive effort to improve the current situation
personswith disabilitiesfind themselvesin all around theworld. We commend the Working
Group for its hard work and progressive guidance on so many issues. Our collective
experience has taught us a tremendous amount about the struggles individual governments
are having in many parts of the world to create even minimal services for people with
disabilities. In many ways the Standard Rules document will assist and challenge those
governments to avoid some of the " mistakes' governmentsin some of the more developed
nationshave madein creating huge and segregated bureaucraciesthat effectively keep people
with disabilities out of the mainstream of community life.

Furthermor e, the document gives a significant amount of attention to theimportant rolethat
peoplewith disabilities, their familiesand advocates should play in the design of servicesand
policies. This" consumer friendly" approach will do much to help ensure that services and
supportsthat aredeveloped will bein keeping with the actual needs of the peoplewho will be
beneficiaries of theseinitiatives.

Wedo, however, believe that the document needsto be strengthened in order to ensure that
people with disabilities, their families, and policy makers may receive the best possible
guidancein designing, implementing, and evaluating service delivery mechanismsthat truly
embracetheoverall vision of the Working Group for full equalization of opportunities. Our
specific concerns center on the fact that while the present document purports to provide
guidancein thecreation of situationswher ein peoplewith disabilitiesexperienceequality and
full inclusionintheir communities, theimplementation of some of theprogram modelsoffer ed
in thedocument would, in fact, lead tothe opposite. Wear e also concer ned that some of these
modelshavebeen demonstrated to producevery unfavor ablecost-benefit outcomesand would
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lead to an inefficient use of what we know to be scar ce resour ces, particularly for developing
nations.

Discussion of Specific Amendments

1. In Section 1.2, paragraph 55, the word " facilities" appearing on line three should be
changed to " services', as" services' ismuch moreglobal aterm and recognizesthe fact that
many services do not need to be delivered in " facilities".

2. In Section |.2. paragraph 56, the phrase " --particularly infants and children--" should be
inserted between the words " disabilities’ and "are" in the first line. This would lend
recognition to the vital importance of early intervention and treatment in ameliorating the
effects of disabilities and preventing secondary disabilities from occurring.

3.1n Section |.3, paragraph 64 should berewritten asindicated. The present wor ding assumes
that people with disabilities need to be removed from their local communities for " special
training purposes' . However, it must berecognized that experiencein thisarea hasindicated
that (a) the most essential things that peoplein rehabilitation need to learn are how to take
car e of themselves within the context of their local homes and communities, and (b) how to
accessthelocal job market. Assuch, it makeslittle sense to remove people from their home
communitiesin order to teach them how to live and work in it. In addition, experience has
shown that beyond theacute, hospital-based initial treatment of disabling conditions, themost
efficacious on-going responseto disability isfound in locally-based community supportssuch
as those described in Section 1.4 (" Support Services') later in the document. While we
recognizethat in somelocationsit isvery difficult to develop servicesin local communities, we
believethelanguagein the current paragraph subtly encouragesthe development of services
outside of local communities by providing a rationale for such development.

4. In Section I1.6 (Education) three paragraphs (93, 94, and 95) should be eliminated and
replaced with the language we include in the amendment. The current wording of these
paragraphs reflects a major conceptual contradiction to the positive guidance offered in
paragraphs 86-92 which immediately precede them. Paragraphs 86-92 provide an elegant
framework for the development of educational models that result in the full inclusion of
children and youth with disabilitieswithin the general education system within mainstream
classrooms. Thisisconsistent with best practicescurrently availableon an inter national basis
developed in responseto the stated needs of personswith disabilities and their families.

Par agraphs93-95 allow for thesegr egation of children with disabilitiesfromtheir typical aged
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peersinthe" general school system” based on thepossible” inadequacy” of the general school
system. The history of the struggle for equalization of opportunities is full of examplesin
which people with disabilities and their families have been denied services --or been given
substandard services-- based on a" lack of resources’. Therehas, however, been arevolution
that has occurred over the past 15 yearsresulting in the entry of literally thousands upon
thousands of children with disabilitiesinto the general school systems. Thishasnot occurred
because somebody determined that the schools were suddenly " adequate”, it has occurred
because parents and other advocates have struggled to equalize opportunities for publicly
supported education, often through the establishment of legislation and public policies
mandating that schools serve children with disabilitieswithin the general education system.

The statement that " Special schools should have an outward looking approach™ (in current
paragraph 94) bor derson being self-contradictory. By their very nature, " special schools" are
established and oper ateto providea separ ate placefrom themainstream. They only stay open
if they focus on their further development. The so-called " outward looking approach”
envisioned in thisparagraph isnearly impossibleto promote, asit threatensthevery existence
of these organizations.

Webelievethat theamended wor ding we have proposed would allow for theadoption of vastly
mor epositiveeducational modelsand r eflectsheightened sensitivity totheneedsof developing
nations.

5.1n Section 11.7 we proposeto eliminate current paragraph 102 asit isin contradiction tothe
strong case madefor the development of integr ated employment opportunitiesin paragraphs
96-101. We makethisrecommendation based on the experience of thousands of people with
disabilitieswho have languished in sheltered wor kshop programsfor many years, essentially
forced to live in extreme poverty, while waiting for the " open labour market" to respond to
their needs. Thevery existence of these programsservesasadisincentivefor thedevelopment
of more integrated approaches that allow people with disabilities an equitable and more
independent standard of living.

6.1n Section 11.8, paragraph 105, thephrase" or havesuch aseverelevel of disability that they
havenoor limited incomeearning ability” should bedeleted from theend of thefirst sentence.
Onceagain, thiswould appear to open thedoor sto exclusionary rationalesthat might be used
to limit opportunitiesfor peoplewith disabilitiesto gain employment. History hastaught us
well that peoplewith disabilitiesand their familiesar e constantly over coming barriersplaced
before them due to the reality of the disability itself or (usually) the negative attitudes of
others. Among the many lessons we have learned is that when given the opportunity and
support, virtually anyonewith a sever edisability can perform sometype of meaningful work.
The current paragraph serves to limit the perception of potential so vital to the overall
achievements of people with disabilities.
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We believe that the adoption of the amendments discussed above will lead to a much more
positive and helpful document to guide the development of programs that seek to ensure
equalization of opportunities for persons with disabilities while promoting substantive
achievementstoward thefull inclusion of people with disabilitiesin all aspects of society.

STATEMENT OF THE UNITED STATESDELEGATION
CONCERNING THE DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
TO THE STANDARD RULES

UNITED NATIONSCOMMISSION ON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
VIENNA
9 FEBRUARY/, 1993

Wearemost pleased that the amendmentswefirst proposed yester day afternoon have led to
such aconstructive dialogue over the cour se of the past day. Duringthisperiod, we have had
the opportunity to consult with members of many delegations who are interested in the
Standard Rules and their potential impact on the quality of life experienced by personswith
disabilitiesin their own countries. Throughout our discussionswehavegained greater insight
into the current situation of people with disabilitiesin many countries and we have also had
the opportunity to gain a more advanced under standing of the rationales that underlie the
language used in many of the Standard Rules.

We are pleased that there appears to be a positive consensus on the amendments we have
proposed for paragraphs55 (replacingtheword " facilities' with " services') and 56 (in which
we propose heightened attention to the needs of infants and children).

Our concerns with paragraphs 64, 93, 94, 95, and 102 have been discussed at length with
member sof variousdelegations, and thesediscussionshaveled ustorevisit thevery purposes
of the Standard Rules. In essence, concernsregar ding theseamendmentsbring usback tothe
following question: Isthe purpose of the Standard Rulesto present Member Stateswith a set
of goals --a vision of the possible-- for their citizens with disabilities or is the purpose to
describewhat iscurrent practicein Member Statesand suggest that wemake current services
alittle better?

We are painfully aware of thereality of segregation in the lives of people with disabilitiesin
our own country and around the world. In listening to people with disabilities and their
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familieswehavelear ned that their dreamscenter around equalization of opportunity and full
inclusion in society. Simply put, they prefer opportunity and integration into society to the
current reality of picking from avery limited number of services and being segregated from
society in receiving services. They know --and we have now come to understand-- that the
segregation of any group isa strong indication of the overall devaluation of that group by the
larger culture. Thisistruewhether we segregate peopleby race, by culture, by religiousbelief,
or by disability. Theinvoluntary segregation of a group isawrong to be avoided at all cost.
Thefact that wedevelop rationalesfor such segregation (that " peoplearebetter off with their
own kind" ,that " becausethey aredifferent, they need toall begrouped together for services")
iIsnoexcuse. For, if wehavelearned anything about peoplewith disabilitiesover the past two
decadesit isthat each person is an individual, with unique strengths, gifts, and, yes, needs.
However, the major problem faced by peoplewith disabilities--onethat isartfully addressed
earlier in the Standard Rules-- isthat their entirelivesaredefined in termsof their needs, not
their strengths, not their gifts, not their capacities, but their needs. Within thiscontext, people
arenot seen asindividuals, they are seen asalist of deficits, as something broken that needs
to be fixed. And so we have constructed many of our educational and social service
approachesas” repair shops' in whichweput all thepeoplewejudgetobe” broken" together.
Increasingly, people with disabilities and their families are quite for cefully and articulately
informing us that this approach is not what they want. What they do want is equality and
inclusion, and that is why we have suggested that this group address this emerging
understanding in a positive and visionary manner.

As regards paragraph 64, we understand that this group wishes to make the point that
rehabilitation services should be time-limited. We concur. However, we do not believe that
the current wording expressesthis properly. Wehave proposed alter native language. Based
on our discussions we have decided to modify this language somewhat to allow for certain
time-limited rehabilitation programsthat are seen as acute in nature. We would, therefore,
amend the second sentence of paragraph 64 to read as follows. Acute, time-limited
rehabilitation programsmay be organized in order to provideintensive, short-termrehabilitation
services.

Asregardsparagraphs93and 94, werecognizethat at present, many countrieshaveor ganized
their educational programsfor studentswith disabilitiesin a segregated fashion. However,
based on an evolving body of resear ch on best educational practicesand the stated prefer ences
of the majority of studentswith disabilitiesand their parentsin our own country, we do not
believethat segregated education isthebest way to or ganizeeducational servicesin thefuture.
If our job hereisto provide guidance toward the establishment of optimal programs and
services for persons with disabilities, instead of justifying the status quo, then the current
wording of these paragraphs should be changed. We have proposed alter native language
based on our profound belief in the power of integration to reduce and eliminate
discrimination against personswith disabilities: something that this group has stated that it
wishes to do. We know, however, that there are many here who object to our substitute
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language. Wewould, therefore, proposethat paragraphs 93 and 94 be deleted from the text.
If these paragraphs remain as is, we truly believe that we will be giving bad advice to
policymakers, wasting precious resour ces (particularly in developing nations), and in many
ways per petuating negative attitudes against persons with disabilities.

Par agraph 95 speaksto educational servicesfor studentswhoaredeaf. Weknow that students
who are deaf do have unique communication needs and recognize that these are not always
met appropriately. However, aswith any group of peoplewho speak a different languageand
haveadistinct culture, wedo not believethat thisgroup should betotally isolated from therest
of society. If servicesaretoimprove, and indeed if our communitiesaretobeenriched, weall
need to learn and work together. With thisin mind, we would now suggest the following re-
wor ding of paragraph 95: Due to the particular communication needs of deaf and deaf-blind
persons, special attention needsto befocused on appropriate, culturally sensitiveinstruction that
will result in effective communication skills and maximum independence.

Finally, we will address paragraphs 102 and 105. Our concern with paragraph 102 is its
promotion of " sheltered wor kshops' asadesirableprogram option for adultswith disabilities.
Aswe stated last evening we do not believe that sheltered workshopsare, in fact, a model we
think this group should be promoting. Our experience has shown that these facilities
essentially serve as an excuse for keeping people with disabilities out of the workforce, pay
their clientele very low wages, do not provide benefits, and, once again, represent the notion
that all adultswith disabilitiesarethesameand should, ther efor e, bein thesameplaceall day.
Recognizing the current situation, however, we would suggest that the first sentence of
paragraph 102 be changed to read as follows: States should make supported employment or
small work enclaves in industry available for persons with disabilities who need continuing
support in the area of employment.

Asregardsour suggested amendment to paragraph 105 (removing the language that implies

some people are " too disabled" to be considered for employment), we believe we have heard
general agreement on thisissue and would appreciate your support of thisamendment.

We hope this presentation has addressed the issues you have put before us regarding our
proposed amendments and thank you all for your interest and obvious hard work.
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