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I would like to acknowledge the work of Heather Matusiak and Sunni Bradshaw, who used computer magic and hard work to 

make sure the fatalities recorded in 17 years of “Safety Grams” were tallied accurately. 

Contents

Introduction ___________________________________________________1

Other Wildland Firefighter Fatality Reports _______________________3

Study Protocol _________________________________________________4

Causes of Death ________________________________________________5

 Burnovers __________________________________________________6

 Vehicle Accidents ____________________________________________7

 Heart Attacks _______________________________________________7

 Aircraft Accidents ___________________________________________8

 Falling Trees/Snags and Rolling Rocks ___________________________9

 Medical Causes Other Than Heart Attacks ________________________9

 Miscellaneous Causes of Death _________________________________9

Incidents With Multiple Fatalities ________________________________ 10

Organizations ________________________________________________11

 Volunteer Firefighters _______________________________________ 11

 Federal Firefighters _________________________________________ 13

 State Firefighters ___________________________________________ 14

 Ground Contractors _________________________________________ 14

 Aviation Contractors ________________________________________ 14

 County Firefighters _________________________________________ 14

 Private Individuals __________________________________________ 14

 Military Personnel __________________________________________ 14

Locations of Fatalities __________________________________________15

Trends and Analysis ___________________________________________ 18

 Aircraft Accidents __________________________________________ 18

 Vehicle Accidents ___________________________________________ 18

 Heart Attacks ______________________________________________ 19

 Burnovers _________________________________________________ 19

 Entrapments _______________________________________________ 21

 Falling Trees/Snags, Other Medical, and Miscellaneous Causes ______22

Common Denominators for Wildland Firefighter Fatalities __________23

References ___________________________________________________24

Acknowledgments


