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Forward

The National Wildfire Coordinating Group’s (NWCG) Fire Use Working Team1 has assumed overall 
responsibility for sponsoring the development and production of this revised Smoke Management 
Guide for Prescribed and Wildland Fire (the “Guide”).  The Mission Statement for the Fire Use Work-
ing Team includes the need to coordinate and advocate the use of fire to achieve management objec-
tives, and to promote a greater understanding of the role of fire and its effects.  The Fire Use Working 
Team recognizes that the ignition of wildland fuels by land managers, or the use of wildland fires 
ignited by natural causes to achieve specific management objectives is receiving continued emphasis 
from fire management specialists, land managers, environmental groups, politicians and the general 
public. Yet, at the same time that fire use programs are increasing, concerns are being expressed 
regarding associated “costs” such as smoke management problems. This revised Guide is the Fire Use 
Working Team’s contribution to a better national understanding and application of smoke management. 

Bill Leenhouts—Chair 
NWCG Fire Use Working Team 

1 The NWCG website [http://www.nwcg.gov] contains documentation and descriptions for all NWCG working teams. 
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Preface

The National Wildfire Coordinating Group’s Fire Use Working Team sponsored this 2001 edition of the 
Smoke Management Guide for Prescribed and Wildland Fire. A six-member steering committee was 
responsible for development of a general outline and for coordination of the Guide’s production.  The 
editors/compilers invited the individual contributions, edited submissions, authored many of the sec-
tions, obtained comprehensive reviews from the NWCG agencies and other partners, and compiled the 
final material into a cohesive guidebook. 

Steering Committee: Bill Leenhouts (chair, NWCG Fire Use Working Team), Colin C. Hardy, Roger 
D. Ottmar, Janice L. Peterson, John E. Core, Paula Seamon. 
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