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The Nationa Wildfire Coordinating Group’s (NWCG) Fire Use Working Team' has assumed overall
responsibility for sponsoring the development and production of this revised Smoke Management

Guide for Prescribed and Wildland Fire (the “Guide’). The Mission Statement for the Fire Use Work-
ing Team includes the need to coordinate and advocate the use of fire to achieve management objec-
tives, and to promote a greater understanding of the role of fire and its effects. The Fire Use Working
Team recognizes that the ignition of wildland fuels by land managers, or the use of wildland fires
ignited by natural causes to achieve specific management objectivesis receiving continued emphasis
from fire management specialists, land managers, environmental groups, politicians and the general
public. Yet, at the same time that fire use programs are increasing, concerns are being expressed
regarding associated “costs’ such as smoke management problems. Thisrevised Guide isthe Fire Use
Working Team'’s contribution to a better national understanding and application of smoke management.

Bill Leenhouts—Chair
NWCG Fire Use Working Team

! The NWCG website [http://www.nwcg.gov] contains documentation and descriptions for all NWCG working teams.
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Preface

The Nationa Wildfire Coordinating Group’s Fire Use Working Team sponsored this 2001 edition of the
Smoke Management Guide for Prescribed and Wildland Fire. A six-member steering committee was
responsible for development of a general outline and for coordination of the Guide's production. The
editors/compilersinvited the individual contributions, edited submissions, authored many of the sec-
tions, obtained comprehensive reviews from the NWCG agencies and other partners, and compiled the
final material into a cohesive guidebook.

Steering Committee: Bill L eenhouts (chair, NWCG Fire Use Working Team), Colin C. Hardy, Roger
D. Ottmar, Janice L. Peterson, John E. Core, Paula Seamon.

Authors:
Gary Achtemeier, Research Meteorologit, Bill Leenhouts, Fire Ecologist, USDI Fish and
USDA Forest Service, Southern Research Wildlife Service, National Interagency Fire
Station. Athens, GA Center. Boise, ID
James D. Brenner, Fire Management Adminis- Tom L euschen, Owner—Fire Vision, USDA
trator, State of Florida Dept. of Agriculture and Forest Service, Okanagon National Forest.
Consumer Service, Division of Forestry, Okanagon, WA
Tallahassee, FL

Robert E. Mutch, Consultant Forester, Sys-
John E. Core, Consultant, Core Environmental tems for Environmental Management. Missoula,
Consulting. Portland, OR MT
SueA. Ferguson, Research Atmospheric Scien- Roger D. Ottmar, Research Forester, USDA
tist, USDA Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research
Research Station. Sesttle, WA Station. Seattle, WA
Colin C. Hardy, Research Forester Janice L. Peterson, Air Resource Specialist,
USDA Forest Service, Rocky Mountain Re- USDA Forest Service, Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie
search Station. Missoula, MT National Forest. Mountlake Terrace, WA
Sharon M. Hermann, Research Ecologist, Timothy R. Reinhardt, Industrial Hygienist,
Department of Biological Sciences, Auburn URS Corp. Bellevue, WA

University. Auburn, AL ) .
Paula Seamon, Fire Management Coordinator,

Bill Jackson, Air Resource Specialist, USDA The Nature Conservancy, Fire Management
Forest Service, Region 8, Asheville, NC Program. Tallahassee, FL

Peter Lahm, Air Resource Program Manager, Dale Wade, Research Forester,

USDA Forest Service, Arizona National Forests. USDA Forest Service, Southern Research

Phoenix, AZ Station. Athens, GA
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