
Please answ
er the follow

ing questions for 
our reference inform

ation. T
h

ese q
u

estio
n

s
w

ill n
o

t affect yo
u

r ap
p

licatio
n

as an 
oyster gardener.

1. D
o you have access to freshw

ater p
lum

bing at
your p

ier?
_____ Y

es          _____ N
o

2. D
o you have exp

erience as a volunteer in the
M

aster G
ardener or other sim

ilar p
rogram

?
_____ Y

es          _____ N
o

Fo
r M

o
re In

fo
rm

atio
n

T
he M

obile B
ay N

ational Estuary Program
(M

B
N

EP) in coop
eration w

ith A
uburn U

niversity
and the M

ississip
p
i-A

labam
a Sea G

rant
C
onsortium

 is sp
onsoring this oyster gardening

p
roject. For m

ore inform
ation, contact the

M
obile B

ay N
ational Estuary Program

 at 
(251) 431-6409

or by e-m
ail at 

m
bnep

@
m

obilebaynep
.com

.
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R
ich

ard
 W

allace, E
xtension M

arine Specialist,
P

rofessor, Fisheries and A
llied A

quacultures, and
L

aD
on

 Sw
an

n
,

A
ssociate D

irector, M
S-A

L
 Sea G

rant
C

onsortium
, both w

ith A
uburn U

niversity; D
ian

a
Stru

m
,

Scientific Technical C
oordinator, M

B
N

E
P; and

H
olly H

all,
P

roject M
anager, M

B
N

E
P

A
u

b
u

rn
 U

n
iversity

M
arin

e E
xten

sion
 an

d
 R

esearch
 C

en
ter

4170 C
om

m
anders D
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obile, A

L
 36615

334-438-5690
C
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A
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a C

ooperative E
xtension System

A
labam

a Sea G
rant E

xtension P
rogram

A
labam

a A
gricultural E

xperim
ent Station

A
uburn U

niversity C
ollege of A

griculture
D

epartm
ent of Fisheries and A

llied A
quacultures

T
his w

ork is partly a result of research sponsored by the M
ississippi-A

labam
a Sea

G
rant C

onsortium
 and N

O
A

A
, O

ffice of Sea G
rant, D

epartm
ent of C

om
m

erce, under
G

rant N
o. N

A
86R

G
0039.

Issued in furtherance of C
ooperative E

xtension w
ork in agriculture and hom

e eco-
nom

ics, A
cts of M

ay 8 and June 30, 1914, and other related acts, in cooperation w
ith

the U
.S. D

epartm
ent of A

griculture. T
he A

labam
a C

ooperative E
xtension System

(A
labam

a A
&

M
 U

niversity and A
uburn U

niversity) offers educational program
s,

m
aterials, and equal opportunity em

ploym
ent to all people w

ithout regard to race,
color, national origin, religion, sex, age, veteran status, or disability.
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T
he Eastern oyster, C

ra
ssostrea

 virgin
ica

,
is 

an im
p
ortant com

m
ercial shellfish sp

ecies for
A
labam

a and M
ississip

p
i. Total landings for the

1997-98 season w
ere 3.5 m

illion p
ounds of m

eats
valued at $5.3 m

illion. R
ecent figures indicate

that A
labam

a ranks first in the nation for oyster
p
rocessing. R

egionally, the G
ulf of M

exico led 
in oyster landings w

ith 59 p
ercent of the national

total. H
ow

ever, annual oyster p
roduction is highly

variable from
 year to year due p

rim
arily to nat-

ural environm
ental and p

redator fluctuations. 
C
onsiderable state and regional oyster

research along the G
ulf C

oast, including studies
on oyster aquaculture, is being conducted for
this valuable industry. O

yster farm
ing consists 

of p
roducing oyster larvae, setting the larvae,

p
rotecting the juveniles (sp

at), and then “p
lanting”

in natural w
aters w

ith various degrees of control.
M

ethods of grow
ing oysters can range from

 scat-
tering the sp

at on the bottom
 to m

aintaining sp
at 

in an enclosed structure on som
e kind of sup

-
p
ort float, fram

e, or belt.

Sm
all-scale oyster aquaculture gardening p

ro-
gram

s exist in M
aryland and V

irginia as a m
eans

of restoring the oyster p
op

ulation and im
p
roving

w
ater quality in the C

hesap
eake B

ay.Volunteers
grow

 oysters in the C
hesapeake

B
ay by utilizing

floatable rigid nets, such as Taylor floats,
attached to p

rivate p
iers. C

oordinating organiza-
tions p

rovide sp
at-on-shell to volunteers w

ho
m

onitor the oysters and m
aintain the cages.

O
ysters are grow

n inside the cages until they are
ap

p
roxim

ately 3 inches long. T
hey are then

stocked onto oyster reefs to enhance the restora-
tion efforts in the C

hesap
eake B

ay.
Successful im

p
lem

entation of an oyster 
gardening p

rogram
 in M

obile B
ay w

ill p
rovide

benefits to the coastal com
m

unity. O
yster gar-

dening should help
 im

p
rove the bay’s w

ater
quality and m

ay accelerate the establishm
ent 

of sustainable oyster p
op

ulations on existing or
constructed oyster reefs. O

yster reefs, in turn,
p
rovide excellent habitat for 300 sp

ecies,
including a variety of fish and crabs.

A
n
 o

yster gard
en

in
g p

ro
gram

 can
 b

rin
g 

in
tan

gib
le b

en
efi

ts, in
clu

d
in

g greater p
u
b
lic

aw
aren

ess o
f h

o
w

 o
ysters im

p
ro

ve th
e b

ay’s
w

ater q
u
ality b

y fi
lterin

g algae an
d
 o

th
er su

s-
p
en

d
ed

 fo
o
d
 p

articles fro
m

 th
e w

ater. T
h
e

p
u
b
lic w

ill also
 gain

 a greater u
n
d
erstan

d
in

g 
o
f th

e cu
ltu

ral im
p
o
rtan

ce o
f M

o
b
ile B

ay’s
o
yster in

d
u
stry an

d
 th

e p
o
ten

tial ro
le sm

all-scale
o
yster aq

u
acu

ltu
re h

as to
 resto

re o
yster reefs. 

Site A
ssessm

en
t

To determ
ine if your location is accep

table 
for oyster gardening, p

lease com
p
lete the 

follow
ing assessm

ent. Y
ou m

ust answ
er yes 

to the follow
ing questions to qualify for the

oyster gardening p
rogram

.

1. A
re you a resident located on the w

ater w
ith 

a p
ier or landing?

_____ Y
es          _____ N

o

2. Is your p
rop

erty in the conditionally ap
p
roved

oyster grow
ing areas,

according to the m
ap

p
rovided?
_____ Y

es          _____ N
o

3. D
oes the tide ever recede beyond the end 

of your p
ier and exp

ose the bottom
 for 

m
ore than 2 hours?

_____ Y
es          _____ N

o

4. D
o you reside at this residence year round?

_____ Y
es          _____ N

o

5. A
re you w

illing to sp
end 1 to 2 hours p

er
w

eek caring for the oysters until they are
ready for reef restoration?
_____ Y

es          _____ N
o

6. A
re you w

illing to allow
 a p

erson w
orking 

on this p
roject to check the oysters’ grow

th
and w

ater quality p
aram

eters at
your 

p
ier once p

er w
eek for the duration 

of the p
roject?

_____ Y
es          _____ N

o

Selecting
an

O
yster

G
ardening

Site 
in M

obile B
ay

Taylor float


