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In the performance of toxicology studies, whether for purposes of Product safety testing or identifying
mechanisms of toxicant action, it is necessary to incorporate multiple regulatory, scientific, humane, and
ethical factors into the use and care of laboratory animals. This Workshop will provide a forum for
discussion of these various factors from different vantage points to better inform the audience,
particularly with respect to utilization of humane endpoints. These issues are of timely importance
because of continually increasing regulatory oversight of animal care and use, and thus this forum will be
of broad interest to toxicologists. Consideration of these factors will be addressed from the standpoint of
regulatory requirements and the types of data that must be submitted (Schechtman). A veterinary
medicine perspective will be presented, highlighting the development of humane endpoints and their use
to determine when study interventions are necessary (Stokes). The role of the IACUC will be defined,
particularly in the refinement of the project experimental design and optimization of the proposed
numbers of animals (Brown). The conduct of toxicology studies will also be presented from the viewpoint
of the investigator, who must balance these factors to produce sound and reliable data (Mattsson). The
final presentation will provide a European Union perspective, highlighting the manner in which
approaches to these animal care issues are addressed differently in those countries, and indicating trends
in regulatory oversight that may soon reach North America (Donovan).
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