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Emerging Infectious Diseases
helped pioneer open-access publish-
ing by launching free online and print
editions simultaneously in 1995. A
decade later, perhaps half of the
50,000 scholarly journals are avail-
able online; however, access to the
contents generally requires a sub-
scription. Although many journals are
experimenting with enhanced-access
models, such as offering open access
to a small selection of articles (e.g.,
Lancet) or making archived articles
freely available 6–12 months after
publication (e.g., New England
Journal of Medicine), only ≈20% of
all research articles are open access,
and many of these are available only
as self-archived manuscripts on

authors’ personal websites. Mean-
while, journal subscription rates con-
tinue to escalate, strapping library
budgets and restricting circulation.

In this book, John Willinsky, pro-
fessor of literacy and technology at
the University of British Columbia,
argues that access to the results of
research and scholarship are a public
good: information shared is not
diminished; in fact, only when shared
does it become knowledge. The
access principle states that a commit-
ment to research entails a responsibil-
ity to circulate the results as widely as
possible.

Each chapter in the book presents
this principle from a different per-
spective, making a case for open
access on philosophical, ethical, prac-
tical, economic, and technical
grounds. In each instance, the con-
tentions of open-access critics are
carefully dissected, exposed, and
refuted with timely and relevant data.
Individual researchers concerned
about losing prestige and officers of
professional societies concerned
about losing subscription revenue
might find these arguments particular-
ly interesting. For example, the evi-
dence from physics, a field with well-
established open-access publishing
conventions, suggests that open-

access articles are cited more often
(i.e., higher impact factor) than those
available only to subscribers.
Analyses of scholarly association
budgets and journal management eco-
nomics, which appear among the use-
ful appendices at the end of the book,
suggest that alternative publishing
models could be more cost-effective
than the status quo.

The author does not overlook the
irony of publishing this work as a
book that costs $34.95, but I tend to
agree that the book is still the best
medium for a “thoroughgoing treat-
ment of an issue in a single sustained
piece of writing.” This book is for
scholars and professionals who are
interested in the idea of open access
but are not yet convinced. Those who
read it are likely to be surprised,
engrossed, informed, and perhaps
persuaded.
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Trypanosoma

From the Greek trypanon, "borer," plus soma, "body," Trypanosoma is a genus of
hemoflagellate protozoa, several species of which are pathogenic in humans.
Trypanosoma cruzi, the etiologic agent of Chagas disease, is transmitted from its
vector to humans in the insect's feces, not its saliva, as is the case with most other
arthropodborne organisms, including Trypanosoma brucei, the etiologic agent of
sleeping sickness.

Sources: Dorland's illustrated medical dictionary. 30th ed. Philadelphia: Saunders; 2003 and
wikipedia.org
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