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Alien “Invaders” at the Mississippi River Visitor Center

Zebra mussels and flying Asian carp are making their way up the Mississippi River and into an
exhibit in St. Paul, Minnesota. On display at the Mississippi River Visitor Center, located at the Science
Museum of Minnesota, are examples and information about the many different plants and animals that
have found their way into and around the Mississippi River, either by intentional introduction or
accidental escape. Visitors can search the “Most Wanted” list of harmful exotic species to find out how
they can help identify and combat these environmental invaders. The free “Invaders!” exhibit closes on
June 1, 2005.

“We’re showing people what Asian carp, zebra mussels, buckthorn, and other invasive species
look like so that the public can help contain them,” explained JoAnn Kyral, superintendent of the
Mississippi National River and Recreation Area. “The ‘Invaders!’ exhibit is a great and fun resource to
do that.”

The National Park works to preserve high quality habitat along the local river, encouraging the
survival of native species. Working in partnerships with local communities, agencies, and volunteers, the
Mississippi National River and Recreation Area assists in studies of local river mussels and fish as well
as supports the environmental restoration of key habitat. Other exhibits at the Visitor Center explain how
the river’s ecosystem has changed over time and why this latest invasion is only one of many trials the
river has had to endure.

The Mississippi River Visitor Center serves as an information “gateway” to the Mississippi
National River and Recreation Area, a unit of the National Park System. The Mississippi National River
and Recreation Area, one of 388 units of the National Park System, extends 72 miles south from the
cities of Dayton and Ramsey, through Minneapolis and St. Paul, ending just south of Hastings. The
National Park Service works with multiple partners in the river corridor to care for and educate others

about the Mississippi River. More information is available at http://www.nps.gov/miss or by calling the
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Mississippi River Visitor Center, 651-293-0200, which is open seven days a week, same hours as the

Science Museum of Minnesota, located at 120 W. Kellogg Boulevard, St. Paul, Minnesota.  ###
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