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Mission of IGPP and Insitutional Goals

The Institute of Geophysics and Planetary Physics (IGPP)

at Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) is a branch

of the IGPP systemwide multicampus research unit of the
University of California (UC). As such, the science mission
of IGPP is “to promote and coordinate basic research on the
understanding of the origin, structure, and evolution of the
earth, the solar system, and the universe, and on the predic-
tion of future changes, as they affect human life.”

In addition to its role as part of a UC MRU, IGPP at Los
Alamos is also a Laboratory institutional center. The institu-
tional goals of IGPP are:

a. To enhance University-Laboratory relations by foster-
ing collaborations between UC campus faculty, staff,
and students and LANL staff;

b. To provide LANL programs with input of new ideas,
people, and contact with the university community at-
large;

c. To foster top-quality research at LANL in the more
“basic” or “fundamental” aspects of fields that can be
mapped to LANL mission thrust areas; and

d. To provide a stimulating venue for LANL scientists to
broaden their research horizons.

IGPP Activities

In order to achieve IGPP’s goals, the institute supports small
scale science involving Laboratory and University Pls,
graduate students, and postdocs. In addition, IGPP supports
numerous workshops, i.e., scientific workshops designed to
exchange information and research workshops designed to
solve emerging and urgent problems.

The IGPP minigrant program, with a co-PI from the Labora-
tory and a co-PI from a university, presently supports about
40 graduate students and postdocs, who spend a substantial
fraction of their research time on-site at the Laboratory.
Minigrants are selected via a peer review process, with input
from an external advisory committee which meets at LANL
in June each year. Minigrants normally cover a three year
period.

IGPP also supports summer schools in areas of scientific
interest to the Laboratory. Summer schools are supported in
order to provide the necessary training to university gradu-
ate students so that they are well qualified to start a career
on Department of Energy (DOE) critical research topics
immediately upon graduation.
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IGPP Management

IGPP/LANL is a dynamic organization, and portfolios are
adjusted according to changes in the scientific landscape
and anticipated new directions within LANL. At present,
management consists of a director, managers of four scien-
tific focus areas, an administrative officer, and a secretary:

e Director: Gary Geernaert
— Administrative officer: Debra Saiz
—  Secretary: Deb Rivera
e Astrophysics focus area: Richard Epstein
e  Space physics focus area: Reiner Friedel
e  Geophysics focus area: Claudia Lewis
e Climate focus area: Manvendra Dubey
e  Summer schools
-~ Geophysics (SAGE): Scott Baldridge
— Cosmology: Salman Habib

-~ Carbon sequestration: Julianna Fessenden-Rahn

Steering Committees: meet annually in June
e External advisory board: chair, Jerry Schubert, UCLA

- Astrophysics and cosmology: Bob Rosner
(Chicago), George Fuller (UCSD)

—  Space physics: Chris Russell (UCLA), Mike
Liemohn (Michigan), Janet Green (Colorado) as
backup.

— Climate/environment: John Roads (UCSD)

— Geophysics: Jerry Schubert (UCLA), Freeman
Gilbert (UCSD)

e Internal advisory board of partner divisions:
—  Terry Wallace, EES Division
— Doug Beason, ISR Division

— Len Margolin, X Division



The Orson Anderson Scholar and the Visitor
Program

The Laboratory supports the IGPP Orson Anderson scholar
for one year, with funding from the LDRD program. The
Orson Anderson scholar is selected each year, based on
Laboratory science challenges and opportunities for
collaboration with external institutions. In addition to the
Orson Anderson Scholar, IGPP hosts visiting scholars with
terms lasting up to six months.

During FY04, IGPP’s scholars included:

a. Orson Anderson scholar: Fernando Grinstein, Naval
Research Laboratory

b. Visiting scholar: Phil Kronberg, University of Toronto
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