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DefinitionDefinition

““the art and science of the art and science of protectingprotecting
against environmental factors that against environmental factors that 
may adversely impact may adversely impact human healthhuman health
or the or the ecological balancesecological balances essential essential 
to longto long--term human health and term human health and 
environmental quality, whether in the environmental quality, whether in the 
natural or humannatural or human--made environmentmade environment””..

Committee on the Future of Environmental Health. "The Future of 
Environmental Health: Part two," Journal of Environmental Health 55 
(1993): 42-45. 

Roots of Environmental Roots of Environmental 
HealthHealth

Sanitary movement of the late 19Sanitary movement of the late 19thth

centurycentury
Germ theory of diseaseGerm theory of disease
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Roots of Environmental Roots of Environmental 
HealthHealth

Roots of Environmental Roots of Environmental 
HealthHealth

What accounted for this dramatic What accounted for this dramatic 
reduction of morbidity and mortality?reduction of morbidity and mortality?
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ImpactImpact

Inspections became customaryInspections became customary
–– QuotasQuotas
–– Used to evaluate staffUsed to evaluate staff

Limited workforce preparationLimited workforce preparation
Focus on infectious diseasesFocus on infectious diseases
EPA and fragmentationEPA and fragmentation
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Sweetwater, AZ

Where We AreWhere We Are
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Where We AreWhere We Are

Emphasis on enforcement not Emphasis on enforcement not 
preventionprevention
Emerging environmental health Emerging environmental health 
problemsproblems
Disconnection between health and Disconnection between health and 
environmentenvironment

Where We AreWhere We Are

Measure the number of activitiesMeasure the number of activities
What is accomplished by doing What is accomplished by doing 
inspections?inspections?
Seen as a bunch of inspectorsSeen as a bunch of inspectors
Lost sense of purpose?Lost sense of purpose?
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Where We Need to BeWhere We Need to Be

Assessment, policy development, and Assessment, policy development, and 
assurance apply to environmental assurance apply to environmental 
public healthpublic health
Capacity toCapacity to
–– AnticipateAnticipate
–– RecognizeRecognize
–– EvaluateEvaluate
–– ControlControl

Where We Need to BeWhere We Need to Be

Prepare for the challenges facing EHPrepare for the challenges facing EH
Need a clear description of what we Need a clear description of what we 
do in EHdo in EH
Essential ServicesEssential Services
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Where We Need to BeWhere We Need to Be

NationallyNationally
–– Build consistencyBuild consistency
–– Build capacityBuild capacity
–– Build accountabilityBuild accountability

NPHPSNPHPS
National Environmental Public Health National Environmental Public Health 
Performance Standards projectPerformance Standards project

ValueValue

Provides a clear sense of purpose to Provides a clear sense of purpose to 
the workthe work
Elevates the perception of us to a Elevates the perception of us to a 
complete and comprehensive public complete and comprehensive public 
health programhealth program
Can assist with budget justificationCan assist with budget justification
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ValueValue

Can be applied to a system or specific Can be applied to a system or specific 
programprogram
Orient new and existing staffOrient new and existing staff

Challenges to Challenges to 
ImplementationImplementation

ResourcesResources
DataData
LeadershipLeadership
VisionVision
Management supportManagement support
LeadershipLeadership
Know howKnow how
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Mandates Community
Needs

Essential
Services

Competencies/
Training

Current
Staff

New Hire
No Formal Training

New Hire
Formal Training

ASPH AEHAP

Activities

Registration
Licensure

Evaluation

Environmental Public Health - Performance Standards Approach
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