
William Penn’s Peaceable Kingdom: Activity One  

Student Name ____________________________________________________Date___________________  

Excerpt 1:  What does William Penn see as necessary for good government?  
Excerpt 1- From William Penn’s Preface to The Frame of the Government of the Province of 
Pennsylvania in America, 1682. 
Governments, like clocks, go from the motion men give them; and as governments are made and 
moved by men, so by them are ruined too.  Wherefore governments rather depend upon men, 
than men upon governments. Let men be good, and the government cannot be bad; if it be ill, 
they will cure it. But, if men be bad, let the government be never so good, they will endeavor to 
warp and spoil it to their turn.   
I know some say, let us have good laws, and no matter for the men that execute them: but let 
them consider, that though good laws do well, good men do better: for good laws may want good 
men, and be abolished or evaded by ill men; but good men will never want good laws nor suffer 
ill ones…. 

 
Excerpt 2: Who does William Penn want in his colony? How does he entice new settlers?  

Excerpt 2- Law Thirty-five from Laws Agreed Upon in England in William Penn’s The Frame 
of the Government of the Province of Pennsylvania in America, 1682. 
XXXV.   That all persons living in this province, who confess and acknowledge the one 
Almighty and eternal God, to be the Creator, Upholder and Ruler of the world; and that hold 
themselves obliged in conscience to live peaceably and justly in civil society, shall, in no ways, 
be molested or prejudiced for their religious persuasion, or practice, in matters of faith and 
worship, nor shall they be compelled, at any time, to frequent or maintain any religious worship, 
place or ministry whatever. 
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Alternative Step 1 
 
Excerpt from The Frame of the Government of the Province of Pennsylvania in America, 1682. 
For particular frames and models, it will become me to say little; and comparatively I will say nothing. 
My reasons are: 
First. That the age is too nice and difficult for it; there being nothing the wits of men are more busy and 
divided upon. It is true, they seem to agree to the end, to wit, happiness; but, in the means, they differ, as 
to divine, so to this human felicity; and the cause is much the same, not always want of light and 
knowledge, but want of using them rightly. Men side with their passions against their reason, and their 
sinister interests have so strong a bias upon their minds, that they lean to them against the good of the 
things they know. 
Secondly. I do not find a model in the world, that time, place, and some singular emergences have not 
necessarily altered; nor is it easy to frame a civil government, that shall serve all places alike. 
Thirdly. I know what is said by the several admirers of monarchy, aristocracy and democracy, which are 
the rule of one, a few, and many, and are the three common ideas of government, when men discourse 
on the subject. But I chuse to solve the controversy with this small distinction, and it belongs to all three: 
Any government is free to the people under it (whatever be the frame) where the laws rule, and the 
people are a party to those laws, and more than this is tyranny, oligarchy, or confusion. 
But, lastly, when all is said, there is hardly one frame of government in the world so ill designed by its 
first founders, that, in good hands, would not do well enough; and story tells us, the best, in ill ones, can 
do nothing that is great or good; witness the Jewish and Roman states. Governments, like clocks, go 
from the motion men give them; and as governments are made and moved by men, so by them they are 
ruined too. Wherefore governments rather depend upon men, than men upon governments. Let men be 
good, and the government cannot be bad; if it be ill, they will cure it. But, if men be bad, let the 
government be never so good, they will endeavor to warp and spoil it to their turn. 
I know some say, let us have good laws, and no matter for the men that execute them: but let them 
consider, that though good laws do well, good men do better: for good laws may want good men, and be 
abolished or evaded [invaded in Franklin's print] by ill mend but good men will never want good laws, 
nor suffer ill ones. . . . 
 
XXXIV. That all Treasurers, Judges, Masters of the Rolls, Sheriffs, Justices of the Peace, and other 
officers and persons whatsoever, relating to courts, or trials of causes or any other service in the 
government; and all Members elected to serve in provincial Council and General Assembly, and all that 
have right to elect such Members, shall be such as possess faith in Jesus Christ, and that are not 
convicted of ill fame, or unsober and dishonest conversation, and that are of one and twenty years of 
age, at least; and that all such so qualified, shall be capable of the said several employments and 
privileges, as aforesaid. 
XXXV. That all persons living in this province, who confess and acknowledge the one Almighty and 
eternal God, to be the Creator, Upholder and Ruler of the world; and that hold themselves obliged in 
conscience to live peaceably and justly in civil society, shall, in no ways, be molested or prejudiced for 
their religious persuasion, or practice, in matters of faith and worship, nor shall they be compelled, at 
any time, to frequent or maintain any religious worship, place or ministry whatever. 
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