SpaceDOC Draft RFP Update – July 11, 2008

NASA has already received and considered responses to some comments made by potential Offerors.  The final solicitation will more fully reflect these and other changes, but to provide early notice of some major changes that will be made, and to provide some additional background information to address some concerns expressed to date, this update is posted to alert all potential offerors so that they may plan accordingly.

There will be an additional sample delivery order (this term will be used exclusively in lieu of “task order,” since all orders will require a deliverable item) in the final RFP so that the full set of orders will better reflect the anticipated portfolio of orders under the contract.  As a result, the RFP will contain requests for response on six sample orders, representing all phases of the product development cycle and the product diversity of the SpaceDOC portfolio.  Two orders:  EVA Battery and Lunar Dust Instrument (New addition) are new Exploration Systems work and represent the early concept definition phase of product development.  Advanced Combustion via Microgravity Experiments (ACME) has completed Science Concept Review (SCR) in February 2008 and will complete Requirements Definition Review (RDR) in December 2008.  The ACME order will cover the RDR to Preliminary Design Review (PDR) phase of product development.  Zero Boil-off Tank (ZBOT) has completed RDR in June 2008.  The ZBOT order will cover the PDR to Critical Design Review (CDR) development phase.  Intravenous Water Injection (IVGEN) has completed PDR in February 2008, and is scheduled for a CDR in November 2008.  The IVGEN order represents the post CDR phase of development.  The Fluid Combustion Facility (FCF) Sustaining Engineering and Operations order represents the operational phase of product development.  Each Contractor Work Plan will be evaluated based on the Offeror’s approach and understanding relating to its respective phase of the product development cycle.  Additionally, the orders will be evaluated as a portion of the overall scope in this solicitation as they provide and verify the Offeror’s understanding and approach to each phase of the product development cycle.  All completed review documentations are or will be posted on the SpaceDOC website prior to RFP release.
The page limitations will be revised as follows:  the total page count not to exceed 150 pages; the delivery order page count not to exceed 70 pages; Signed Teaming Agreements are not included as part of the overall page count.

The RFP is targeted for release on July 18, 2008.  The Past Performance due date will be extended to August 15, 2008 and the due date for Technical and Cost proposals will be extended to August 29, 2008.

Sample order key personnel evaluation has been revised to be based on evaluation of positions, including qualifications and skills, required to conduct the work.
Offerors are reminded to submit all questions and comments on the draft RFP, to assure timely receipt and distribution in the event of any planned or unplanned absences, to both Kurt Brocone and Mark Manthey at the addresses shown in the draft solicitation cover letter.

