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Designation of IYOR 2008Designation of IYOR 2008
“Recognizing that ten years later there continues to 
be an urgent need to increase awareness and 
understanding of coral reefs, and to further conserve 
and manage valuable coral reef and associated 
ecosystems, the International Coral Reef Initiative 
designated 2008 as the International Year of the 
Reef (IYOR 2008).”

- International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI)   
October 2006



IYOR 2008 GoalsIYOR 2008 Goals
International Year of the Reef 2008 (IYOR 2008) will:

–– Strengthen awarenessStrengthen awareness about the ecological, economic, 
social and cultural value of coral reefsvalue of coral reefs and associated 
ecosystems 

–– Improve understandingImprove understanding of the critical threatsthreats to coral 
reefs and generate both practical and innovative 
solutionssolutions to reduce these threats

–– Generate urgent actionGenerate urgent action at all levels to develop and 
implement effective management strategies for 
conservation and sustainable use of these ecosystems. 



IYOR 2008 IYOR 2008 -- OrganizationOrganization

• The campaign will consist of a wide range of events 
and activities that will take place throughout the 
year 2008 and around the world. The activities 
range from science workshops and report 
publications to beach clean-ups and art exhibits.

• Publication of articles related to IYOR and coral 
reefs in newspapers and newsletters  (and 
especially outside our community)

• More than 60 Focal Points in 50 countries.



• Emirates Diving 
Association newsletter

• CTO Newsletter

• PADI



BarbadosBarbados
Goal: to focus on strengthening awareness of ecological, economic, social and cultural 
value of coral reefs and associated ecosystems

Official launch

The Government of Barbados through the 
Coastal Zone Management Unit is planning 
a series of activities to highlight both the 
Art and Science of Coral Reefs during 
IYOR 2008. A yearlong IYOR plan of 
action has been developed.

The National campaign was 
launched on January 9th, 2008 with 
the participation of the permanent 
Secretary of the Environment.

Barbados is planning a series of 
activities to highlight both the Art and 
Science of Coral Reefs during IYOR 
2008. A national plan of action has 
been developed. 



FijiFiji
Theme: Protecting Coral Reefs From the 

Mountains to the Sea

Goal: to create awareness about the values and 
importance of coral reefs and threats to their sustainability, 
and to motivate people to take action to protect them.

The national launch for IYOR for Fiji, to be held on 3rd of 
March 2008, will be made by the Honorable Minister for 
Primary Industries and Fisheries, Mr. Joketani 
Cokanasiga. 

Fiji developed a Yearlong Plan of Action



FranceFrance
• IYOR France was launched at UNESCO, on February 

4th, 2008. 

• Example of activities planned:
– Creation of 11 posters about coral reefs to be 

displayed at several ministries in Paris and in 
conjunction with seminars. 

– An year-long exhibit about coral reefs (about 3000 
square feet) at OCEANOPOLIS in Brest. (450 000 
visitors/year)

– Edition of a scientific comic book about coral reefs 
(February 2008) for free distribution in schools. 



FranceFrance



Pacific Year of the ReefPacific Year of the Reef
• The 2008 Pacific Year of the Reef campaign is a regional

initiative facilitated by SPREP to incite action to save the
Pacific’s coral reefs. The campaign has three objectives: 

– Promote coral reef conservation initiatives 
– Promote behaviour change 
– Raise awareness of the economic value of coral reefs and their vital role 

in adapting to climate change

• The campaign slogan of "Strong Reefs, Strong Islands" 

• Target audience: 
– policy makers
– tourism sector
– school kids
– Local communities



Pacific Year of the ReefPacific Year of the Reef
SPREP has developed a range of activities for 
different audiences and encourages Members 
to adapt and implement appropriate activities 
or develop their own. Activities developed as  
part of the regional campaign aim to promote 
two key messages: "Coral Reef: Provider, 
Protector" and "Time for action". 

The Regional launch of the Pacific Year of the 
Reef, is being held in Vanuatu (February 25th 
-29th) at the French Embassy.

http://www.sprep.org/PYOR/

http://www.sprep.org/PYOR/


Reef Talk: PYOR NewsletterReef Talk: PYOR Newsletter



National LaunchesNational Launches
Japan: Official launch was held on December 9, 
2007 with the participation of Ms. Ritsuko Tanaka, 
an actress who is also the chairwoman of an NGO 
working on coral reef conservation, 
Turks and Caicos Islands : The Ministry of Natural 
Resources, Fisheries and the Environment has 
declared 2008 as the Year of the Coral Reef under 
the theme: "Achieving the Right Balance: Protecting 
our Reefs- Prosperity for our future". (February 8, 
2008  in Providenciales).
Malaysia: the Secretary General of the  Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environment has declared 
2008 as the Year of the Coral Reef. Theme: 
OUR Reefs, OUR Heritage, OUR Responsibility 
(Terumbu KITA, Warisan KITA, Tanggungjawab 
KITA)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 under the theme: made some remarks about the importance of the Year of the Reef 2008. Actress Maya Karin has been appointed by the Natural Resources and Environment Ministry to promote the International Coral Reef Year 2008 in Malaysia.




US and US jurisdictionsUS and US jurisdictions
The USCRTF is and has been very engaged

Nomination of a Non-Government Focal Point

Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands:
the Governor signed a proclamation on 
January 18, 2008, proclaiming 2008 as the Year of the Reef.

Hawai'i: the Governor signed a proclamation declaring 2008 
International Year of the Reef on Friday, Jan. 25

Guam: the Governor of Guam signed a proclamation declaring 2008 
as International Year of the Reef for Guam on Friday, 01 February 
2008. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
VERY ACTIVE: THE INVOLVEMENT OF Wyland is a good example, and what Susie is going to present has been very well received by the ICRI focalppoints



IYOR web site: IYOR web site: www.iyor.orgwww.iyor.org



IYOR websiteIYOR website
• An online calendar: more than 100 events submitted 
around the world.

• Educational Materials section compiles materials related to 
Coral Reef Education 

• Information about countries/organizations involved in IYOR 

• Press center

• www.youtube.com/iyor2008

• And much more!!!

http://www.youtube.com/iyor2008


What can YOU do?What can YOU do?
• Nominate an IYOR point of contact for your 

organization
• Spread the word, promote IYOR 2008
• Disseminate IYOR/Coral reef information
• Register your organization, your activities and 

report your achievements
• How?

– Link to the IYOR web site
– Put an article in your newsletter
– Hold “special session” on coral reefs at upcoming 

meetings



Upcoming National launchesUpcoming National launches

March 3rd, 2008: Fiji national launch

March 17, 2008: Belize national launch

April 2008 : Brazil national launch  at the National 
Congress in Brasilia.

April 2008: Germany, official opening of the special 
exhibit on coral reefs by the German Federal Environment 
Minister Sigmar Gabriel. 



Upcoming eventsUpcoming events
April 7-11, 2008: IYOR presence at the 4th Global Conference on 

Oceans, Coasts, and Islands, Hanoi, Vietnam 
May 2008: Tentative “ICRI/IYOR” side event at the CBD Ninth 

meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, Bonn, Germany

June 8th, 2008: World Ocean Day – IYOR will he highlighted 
during the WOD

July 7-11, 2008: 11th International Coral Reef Symposium (ICRS).
IYOR presence at the Education Center

September 2008: International Coastal Cleanup - the Project 
AWARE Foundation is coordinating the underwater portion of the 
global ICC for the 13th year. IYOR will be promoted during the ICC, 
and “cleanup organizers” are encouraged to make their activities 
count for IYOR as well. 



The British Indian Ocean Territory IYOR The British Indian Ocean Territory IYOR 
StampStamp





2008 International Year of the Reef2008 International Year of the Reef 
www.iyor.orgwww.iyor.org

http://www.iyor.org/


Celebrations of the International 
Year of the Reef 2008
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