
ESA Listing of Elkhorn and Staghorn Corals ESA Listing of Elkhorn and Staghorn Corals 

NOW WHAT???

An Update on Our Progress



Final ListingFinal Listing

• On May 9, 2006 Listed as Threatened



4(d) Rule4(d) Rule
Critical Habitat Designation

Interagency Cooperation – “Section 7”

Recovery Planning

Research Permits

Habitat Conservation Planning

Funding Opportunities – “Section 6”

Penalties & Enforcement

ESA ToolboxESA Toolbox



Prohibitions Prohibitions –– ““4(d) Rule4(d) Rule””

• Flexibility and Customization

• Define Prohibitions and “Take”

• Provide Exemptions

““Take means to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, Take means to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, 
trap, capture, or collect, or to attempt to engage in any such trap, capture, or collect, or to attempt to engage in any such 

conduct.conduct.””

Import/ExportImport/Export

TakeTake

PossessPossess

SellSell

TradeTrade

TransportTransport



Prohibitions Prohibitions –– ““4(d) Rule4(d) Rule””

Conservation 
Workshops

USVI

Puerto Rico
Florida



Prohibitions Prohibitions –– ““4(d) Rule4(d) Rule””

EmailsEmails LettersLetters Workshop SummaryWorkshop Summary

WorkshopsWorkshops



Prohibitions Prohibitions –– ““4(d) Rule4(d) Rule””

Common Themes

• Need enforcement of existing regulations

• Multiple sources of stressors

• Necessity to continue research and restoration



Prohibitions Prohibitions –– ““4(d) Rule4(d) Rule””

Next Steps

• Draft EA under internal review

• Draft 4(d) rule under internal review

• Publication soon



4(d) Rule

Critical Habitat Designation

Interagency Cooperation – “Section 7”

Recovery Planning

Research Permits

Habitat Conservation Planning

Funding Opportunities – “Section 6”

Penalties & Enforcement

ESA ToolboxESA Toolbox



• All federal agencies have responsibility to ensure 
their actions do not jeopardize continued existence 

• Work with NMFS to reduce affects to the species

• If “take” is prohibited - can issue ITS

Section 7Section 7



• Geographic Areas that contain Physical and Biological 
features essential to conservation

• Gathered Information at workshops

• Partnering with NCCOS/Biogeography Team to 
assemble a GIS of know presence/absence and 
habitat features

• Designation with One Year of final listing

Critical HabitatCritical Habitat



• Section 6 Agreements with States

• Adequate and active program for the conservation

Section 6 FundingSection 6 Funding



• Established Team of Experts and Stakeholders

• Roadmap to recovery

• Identify Research and Recovery Priorities

Recovery PlanningRecovery Planning



Contact InformationContact Information

MAIL:MAIL: National Marine Fisheries ServiceNational Marine Fisheries Service
Southeast Regional OfficeSoutheast Regional Office
Protected Resources DivisionProtected Resources Division
263 13263 13thth Avenue SouthAvenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33704St. Petersburg, FL 33704

FAX:FAX: (727) 824(727) 824--53095309

PHONE:PHONE: (727) 824(727) 824--53125312

EMAIL:EMAIL: Jennifer.Moore@noaa.govJennifer.Moore@noaa.gov
Sarah.Heberling@Sarah.Heberling@noaanoaa..govgov

Jennifer MooreJennifer Moore Sarah HeberlingSarah Heberling


