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Senior Regional Food Safety Authority Response Coordination Roundtable

Cairo, Egypt
November 8, 2007
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Conclusions of Break Out Discussions
on Regional Food Safety Response and Surveillance Systems
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Ground Rules for Discussions:

1) What can be done within the existing resources of your own country, with neighboring
countries, outside the region?
a. Considering a country or regional champion
b. Sharing information
c. Sharing science and technical expertise
d. Identifying opportunities for training/technical assistance
e. Others?

2) What would you like to have achieved in the next 2-3 years?
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Report By Working Group #1: “Infrastructure”:

[Considering]
a. Support from the government/policymakers/decision makers
b. Resources
c. Equipment, laboratories
d. Scientific capacity
e. Technology
f. Legislation
g. Other?

Conclusions:

- A single food safety agency, or lead agency to coordinate among others to cover the

whole continuum from farm to table, would the most efficient/effective means of

improving food safety.

- Advocacy is needed to encourage government & policymakers to support

building/establishing the food safety authorities in the region.

- Stakeholders should be encouraging countries of the region to enact food laws

consistent with international standards, and engage more actively in international

standards development.

- Stakeholders should make use of existing regional and international resources to help in
capacity building/training.

- Stakeholders should be promoting cooperation between regional authorities.
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Report By Working Group #2: “How to Make an Effective Surveillance System Work.”
(assuming the infrastructure exists):

Conclusions:

- A single food safety agency, with full competence, is needed in every country.

- The Food Safety Agency should have the capacity to communicate with other
concerned bodies.

- The Food Safety Agency should be paying attention to negative surveillance.

- Countries should speed up the promulgation of a unified, food law. In many countries,
for example, the notification of diseases is not yet obligatory.

- Countries should raise awareness among consumers and stakeholders, including through
the use of sentinel sites to reflect the burden of illness to obtain additional resources.
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Report By Working Group #3: “Communications:”

[Considering]
a. Coordination --within country, with neighboring countries, regionally, within global
systems (“Farm-to-Fork™/”Field-to-Table” --the continuum of food safety related to
response and surveillance)
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b. Effectiveness of Communication —clear definitions and understanding of definitions;
transparency; awareness
C. Leadership--clear roles/responsibilities

Conclusions:

This group first discussed the actual situation in their country, and then discussed what
could be done within existing resources:
- In no one country are all of the elements available — improved regional coordination
will be important.
- Stakeholders should identify gaps and overlaps in relation to response and surveillance.
- Nationally driven remedies should be designed, and each country choose the option(s)
most relevant to its conditions.
- Different existing structures within regions that could help (GCC/INFOSAN contact
points) should be used to enhance communications.
- WHO/EMRO could support regional networking activities.
- A regional database documenting resources available within the region could be
created.

- By knowing what resources are available, a needs assessment could be done in each country.

" eNLaty) " AN Jad) de gana i S

_dh ( Lam:.“}
(Algiusall Ao 3all (ga ) — gallall allaill Sy cdilaiall J 525 6y staal) Jsall aa el gall Jas 2 ead) |
a5l 5 Alata VU Aaleial) o)3 Aadls (gt Ay ) yaind @lld

é}j‘jaﬁﬂu‘éﬁﬁd&a‘;& uﬂbu\%ﬂ\nd«iy\;@;&m\,u@ﬁeb; :QYMY‘S}L\:S-Q
Jaall 128 3 Clalatiall o

U_il:dj:\“mn} J‘jdy‘ C‘}m‘j :séw‘ -G

—s bl

o 28V ae — 4REa Sy A Lol Bl A5 ¢ Laddl b Jledl) aa gl Aol Ao senall oda Bl
47)]1::]\ cﬁ\l\j\é)z\s}a;a“ Y C’_\Lajjﬁ} :\AUA]\ .J)\}AS\ )\_ﬂ.{;‘}(\

.J).;Jg._x;.\w\:ﬂsJ;\}Jlg(;é;\M\aﬁhw\&\}d\jﬂw\w;ag\)ﬁcm\):\f;OAM‘&P -
il O e o3 e e

Page 4



PROPOSED DRAFT — NOT YET FINAL
Senior Food Safety Authority Response Coordination Roundtable Conclusions

o)) Aadl (3825 Jaf (e a8 Gaaiil) B g
Galaty Lo 2 jlaiall cilialiaia¥) 5 53 g sall il gandl) e o el Jlaall 138 & colalall e cany -
Aa il g At
Lgd s yhal Aaidle SV el jlall o jladl aass F 350 JS e 5 calill Qs <3 (e Ll 23l (555 Of g -

(o3 Adlg Auinall ULl 200 gal) AL ¢ o) ¢y glall s Jie ) Akl 3 Aadaif 530 3 5m5 f -

Al Adadl ASad (5 oS5 8 Bac Lusall LgiSay o siall and) (3 5] a8V (Sl 5 dalla) daall dakiia of -
Aakiall 8 dalia) 3 ) sall o 55 il 328 0 6S5 e el (g )5 el (0 -

Aalaid) Lallaw ) colalsia) aaas Kaall (e Jass @lld o ddaliall o) sall e o jaills -

Drafted: Twelch; 11/15/07

Rev: Mplaisier; 11/16/07

Rev: PEmbarek; 11/23/07

Sent to all registrant/participants on 11/26/07 for approval, and no objections were received.

Page 5



