
DMIS

A San Juan Sunset - San Juan Mountain Range, Southwest Colorado 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Colorado State Patrol (CSP) is the Designated Emergency Response Authority (DERA) for hazardous materials incidents that occur on  federal, state, or county roads outside of a municipal city limits.



DERA authority also includes responsibility to provide mutual-aid to another DERA upon request.



HM incidents entered into DMIS include: product and fuel spills, abandoned spills, agency assists, etc.



HM incidents also include rail, air, and highway vehicle crashes, fixed facility incidents, methamphetamine labs, etc.

  

2006 - Entered 245 HM incidents into DMIS



2007 - Entered 217 HM incidents into DMIS
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We use DMIS to routinely enter HM incidents, both for archival purposes and to provide the ability to share information with other stakeholders.



We are prepared to use DMIS real-time for major hazardous materials incidents and for other operational emergencies and events.  



Routine use ensures user familiarity with DMIS.



User familiarity provides for the timely, effective, and efficient use of DMIS during an incident or event.



Troop 8-C, Hazardous Materials Transport Safety and Response (HMTSR), is the only organizational unit with the Colorado State Patrol (CSP) that uses DMIS.



Support staff and first-line supervisors within our Troop headquarters, all are trained in the use of the DMIS and have access to the application in their individual workspace.



We also maintain DMIS on two computers in our Troop Operations Room, which is activated in the event of a major incident involving our HM Teams.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As appears to be the case with the majority of other registered COGs in the United States, most COGs in Colorado appear to have abandoned DMIS, or are infrequent/inactive users.



The problem is not unique to DMIS.  Agencies are just not willing to allocate the time and resources necessary to sustain a viable and operationally effective computerized incident management system.  



As with any other product, DMIS needs to be marketed and supported so as to demonstrate its value, reliability, and importance as an incident information sharing tool.



DHS/FEMA needs to actively support DMIS as a tool for sharing incident information through its own demonstrated commitment to its use and success.



Agencies need to be encouraged to use the DMIS as a tool for supporting NIMS and the ICS.  Why not require its use as a prerequisite for obtaining homeland security grant funds?



And, we need promote DMIS as a tool that compliments existing commercially available emergency management software.



Do not throw the baby out with the bath water!  DMIS provides a tool that is essential for agencies to share incident information.  Yes, it’s not a perfect.  And, there’s plenty of room for improvement.  But, it  has the basic ingredients for success . . . so lets make it work!             





Over the past five years significant time and effort has been directed towards promoting the use of DMIS within stakeholder state agencies.

Only the Department of Pubic Health and Environment (CDPHE) remains an active user and then only for statistical purposes.



Contact Information

• Captain Allan Turner
– Office: (303) 273-1910
– Mobile: (303) 419-8577
– E-mail:  allan.turner@cdps.state.co.us
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