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This report may be used, in whole or in part, as the basis for development of clinical practice 
guidelines and other quality enhancement tools, or a basis for reimbursement and coverage 
policies.  AHRQ or U.S. Department of Health and Human Services endorsement of such 
derivative products may not be stated or implied. 
 
AHRQ is the lead Federal agency charged with supporting research designed to improve the 
quality of health care, reduce its cost, address patient safety and medical errors, and broaden access 
to essential services. AHRQ sponsors and conducts research that provides evidence-based 
information on health care outcomes; quality; and cost, use, and access. The information helps 
health care decisionmakers—patients and clinicians, health system leaders, and policymakers—
make more informed decisions and improve the quality of health care services. 


