FDA’s Sentinel of Public Health:
Field Staff Safeguards High Standards
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ORA’s Increased Strength
The FDA’s ability to protect the
public health has been enhanced by
additional resources authorized by
Congress in the wake of the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks. The FDA
hired 655 new ORA employees, 600
of whom strengthen food safety, 35
enhance the safety of animal drugs
and feed, and 20 are part of the drug,
biologic and device programs.
About 420 of the new inspectors and
other employees either are stationed
at border locations or are working
specifically on imports. All of the
new hires will be trained in both
import and domestic operations to
help ensure adequate coverage of
both domestically manufactured and
imported products.

• Public affairs specialists reach
out to consumer groups, health
care professionals, and state health
authorities to explain FDA policies and encourage compliance
with FDA standards. In addition to
briefing interested groups and responding to press inquiries, these
specialists work together with the
rest of the field staff to rapidly respond to public health emergencies caused by natural disasters
and product problems.
For more information, please
call ORA at 301-827-3101 or visit
the FDA Web site at www.fda.gov/
ora.
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