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Vi si on St at enent

Anericans painfully recall the tragic events of Septenber 11, 2001. Those events, as
t hey unfol ded hour by hour at the World Trade Center in New York City, at the Pentagon
i n Washington, D.C., and in a field near Shankstown, Pennsylvania, will never be
forgotten. Each of these individual acts are forever connected in our minds as one.
In the sane way, previous generations of Americans connected the events of the 1862
Mar yl and Canpai gn at Harpers Ferry, South Muntain, and Antietam as one unfol di ng
event. Seven generations of Americans have felt the tragic loss of life at Antietam as
Ameri cans do today in renenbering the tragic events of Septenber 11. Patriotic sites
such as Antietam Pearl Harbor, and Okl ahoma City, and fields of valor such as Harpers
Ferry are places where Anmericans conme to seek understanding, confort, and resolve in
difficult tines. The value of preserving these historic places and the inportance of
protecting them all ows new generations the opportunity to cone, see, learn, touch, and
begi n to understand how these special places hold the story of who we are and where we
cone fromas Anericans.

On Septenber 3, 2004 President George W Bush signed into |law the Harpers Ferry
Boundary Revi sion Act of 2004 authorizing preservation of nationally significant
battl efield | ands at Harpers Ferry--a part of Ceneral Lee's Maryl and Canpai gn

I n Septenber of 1862 Lee's arny crossed the Potomac River beginning the first

Conf ederate invasion of the north. The Federals had been expected to abandon Harpers
Ferry however they did not. To renpve the Federals at Harpers Ferry, Lee devised a
bold plan to divide his arny sendi ng General Jackson and 25,000 Confederates to clear
out the 14,000 Federals at Harpers Ferry. Over three days, Ceneral Jackson
orchestrated his nost brilliant victory forcing the surrender of 12,700 Union troops
the | argest capitulation of U S. troops during the Cvil War. Jackson's stunning
victory at Harpers Ferry permitted Lee to nake a stand at Sharpsburg, Maryland. The
battl e of Antietimwas the bl oodi est single-day battle during the Cvil War. This was
vi ctory enough for President Abraham Lincoln to issue the Emancipation Proclamation

t hree nonths | ater, changing the scope of the war.

It is the vision of the NPS | eadership at Harpers Ferry that over the next ten years
we will fully protect, restore, and to utilize for public educational purposes the 1862
Harpers Ferry battlefield and to make it available to the
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HAFE STEWARDSHI P

Provide inspiring, safe, and accessible places for people to enjoy - the standard
to which all other park systens aspire

Site:

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

The Harpers Ferry National Historical Park Boundary Revision Act of 2004
provides the franework for preserving, restoring and providing for the public
use and enjoynent of the 1862 Harpers Ferry battlefield. Land acquisition is
first priority and hundreds of acres of battlefield have been purchased by

t he NPS or donated by park partners. Plans for the battlefield have been
prepared and have undergone public review. |Inmmediate goals of the plans have
been i npl enented to provide for initial public use of the battlefield. Long
range plans call for an extensive network of trails and wayside exhibits,
bui | di ng stabilization, construction of historic fences, traces and
treelines, renoval of non-conforming buildings, vista clearings, public
restroons, parking areas and providing both NPS | ed and sel f-gui ded history
tours of the battlefield.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

HAFE STEWARDSHI P

I nprove the condition of park resources and assets.

Conplete all cultural resource inventories for designated priority resources.

The Harpers Ferry National Historical Park Boundary Revision Act of 2004
provi des the framework for preserving, restoring and providing for the public
use and enjoynent of the 1862 Harpers Ferry Battlefield. Performng cultura
resource inventories is an integral part of preserving, protecting, and

i nterpreting the | andscapes, archeol ogical sites and historic structures of
the battlefield. Conpleting a cultural |andscape inventory of the battlefield
Wi Il provide valuable information for planners and interpreters.
Docurent ati on of architectural resources, such as the Mirphy Farm House is
vital for planning and preservation and use of this historic structure. A
conpr ehensi ve archeol ogi cal survey of the battlefield nay provide details
about the Civil War engagenent, such as pinpointing the |ocation of the
skirm sh line, artillery positions, firing zones and artillery inpact zones.
Based on prelimnary surveys of other portions of the battlefield, the
potential for discovering Native Anerican sites is also high. The prehistory
of this area is understudi ed and new di scoveries will help us better
understand and interpret this period. Conprehensive cultural |andscape

studi es, detailed his

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S
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Encourage children to be future conservationists.

Site:

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

A child is a person who is going to carry on the work that the NPS has begun
He is going to sit where NPS staff are sitting today, and when they are

gone, attend to the things the NPS thinks through | aw and policy are

i nportant. Through an expanded Juni or Ranger Program Aneri-corp, the

St udent Conservation Associ ation, and vol unteering opportunities over the
next ten-years of battlefield restoration protecting cultural resources,

creating parkland, open space, wildlife habitat, and clean air and water, we

Wi || provide hundreds of experiences encouraging children to be future

conservationi sts and pronote the next generation of national park stewards

and partners.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

HAFE ENVI RONVENT

Reduce environmental inpacts of park operations.

Reduce the environnental inpacts of park operations on air and water quality.

Devel opnent of visitor parking and adm nistrative access will be mnimzed in
overal | scope and placed in naturally screened areas. Existing facilities
wi || be adaptively reused to provide operational support such as the Ot Barn

to store nowi ng equi prent and supporting supplies. Proposed devel opnments will
have no adverse effect on sub-surface water sources or natural drainages.
Par k vehi cl e and equi prent fleet will continue to be upgraded wi th Bi o-diesel
fuels, hybrid, and alternate synergy technol ogi es.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS
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HAFE RECREATI ON

Expand partnerships with schools and boys and girls associations to show how
nati onal park experiences can inprove children’s |ives.

Site:

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

The education outreach program at Harpers Ferry now serves over 40,000
children annually from school districts across the United States. Mre than
1500 students are served locally in the Jefferson County School District.

The park intends to grow these prograns utilizing the restored 1862

battl efield at Harpers Ferry to discuss |eadership as part of the annua
Congressi onal Youth Leadership visits to the park and utilize the park

battl efield as an outdoor classroomfor the expanded teaching of the American
Civil War to local teachers and students on the ground where history
happened. Additionally, the park will expand its use of Americorps, and

St udent Conservation Association in the restoration of the battlefield giving
each year, over 10 years, hundreds of positive national park experiences to
youth inproving their Iives through work in the park.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

HAFE RECREATI ON

Focus national, regional, and local tourismefforts to reach diverse audi ences
and young people and to attract visitors to |esser-known parks.

I ncrease the number of visitors that attend ranger-facilitated prograns such
as canpfire tal ks, hikes, and school prograns.

Thr ough t he devel opnent of a network of trails and waysi de exhibits on the
Harpers Ferry battlefield over the next decade, we will provide the
opportunity for increased nunbers of visitors to attend ranger |ed prograns
and participate in NPS trai ned, teacher |ed school prograns on Cvil War

hi story at Harper Ferry.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



