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Ilt'sa Mystery.
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Welcometo HarpersFerry National Historical Park. Thehistory of HarpersFerry isavery important chapter inthe
history of the United States. Itismorethan oneevent, onedate, or oneindividua. Whilecompleting thisHistory
Searchyou will learn about some of these people and events. Youwill go to placeswhere history happened.

Put onyour thinking cap, engageyour brain and plug into your imagination. Why?

- Becausethat’swhere most of theanswerswill comefrom. Youwill not find them
onasign or inan exhibit. Usethe map on the bottom of thispageto find locations

listed inthesearch. Special vocabulary wordsare printed in dark typewith defintions

at the bottom of the pageto assist you.
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You will be sharing the park with other visitorstoday. Museumsand exhibitsmay be crowded causing youtowait. You
may want to go to another question and comeback! Please be patient and courteous. Put trashintrash barrels.
Watch out for traffic and havefun. Good luck onyour history adventure.

Shuttle
Bus Stops

inal site’o!
‘s Fort

John

. Arsenal Squal
. Black Voices Exhibi

. Storer College Niagara
Exhibit

9. John Brown Museum

L R ) e




| nformation Center 1 onthemap)

1. HarpersFerry issurrounded by riversand mountains. Riversand mountains brought people here along time ago.
Peopl e had experiences. Those experiencesweretold as stories and stories became history. History made Harpers
Ferry aspecid place.

Explorethe museuminthe Information Center. Find thereasonswhy Harpers Ferry becameaspecial place. List your
twofavoritereasons.

a

b.

2. Thefirst white settler was Peter Stephens. He built alog cabin here and started running aferry acrossthe Potomac
River. Robert Harper, atraveler passing through the area, decided he wanted to makethis place hishome. He bought
Sephens cabin and ferry business. Thetown soon began to grow and wasknown asHarper’sFerry. Imagineyou are
Robert Harper or hiswife, Sarah. In the space bel ow writealetter to afriend telling him or her about your new home.
Find aquiet place under atree or on abench and take afew minutesto writethisletter.
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Hint: Remember when Robert Harper washere, Harpers Ferry was still awilderness.

1747
Dear Friend,

Your kind and faithful servant,
Harper




The Point (# 2 on the map)

3. Over 200 yearsago President George Washington built the second United States Armory and Ar senal hereat
HarpersFerry. Over theyearsthearmory produced thousands of gunsfor our nation’sdefense.

Why do you think Harpers Ferry wasagood placefor agunfactory?

Hint: Electricity would not be around for about another 80 years. The armory would haveto be powered by
another energy source. Do you see something around you that could have provided apower sourceto runthe
factories?

What kind of energy source powered thefactoriesin HarpersFerry?

4. OnJuly 4, 1828, construction started on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal.
Both theseformsof transportation werein araceto reach the Ohio Valley. Both the canal and therailroad passed
through HarpersFerry during thisrace.

Read thewaysides on the race between the C& O Canal and the B& O Railroad.

Who won theraceto the Ohio Valley?

Why?

Vocabulary Box

Armory- agover nment estab-
lishment wheregunsaremade
and developed for useby the
United StatesArmy.

Arsenal- agover nment estab-
lishment wher egunsand war
material arestored.

Canal- an artificial passageway
of water for boat travel.

Wayside- asign found in na-
tional parksgivingvisitors
impor tant infor mation about the
Find therailroad and thecanal in thepictureof Har persFerry above. park.




5. Facethehighway bridgein the distance and use the map below to answer the following questions.

a. What state areyou in right now?

b. What isthe state to the south of the highway bridge?

c. What stateisto thenorth?

d. What isname of theriver to the north?

e. What isthe name of theriver to the south?
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Thismapisfor orientation purposesonly. Itisnot toscale.

Banks of Shenandoah River 3 on the map)

6. HarpersFerry hasarich natural landscape. There are many rocks, trees, rivers, and wildlife. Takeawalk down the
stairsto the banks of the Shenandoah River. Find aquiet place and in the space bel ow sketch part of thelandscape. Be

suretoincludeany wildlifethat you see.




Meriwether Lewis Musaum ¢4 on the map)

7. President Thomas Jefferson picked Meriwether Lewisto exploretheL ouisianaTerritory. Thisjourney beganin
1803 and lasted three years. L ewisand hismen were some of thefirst white men to seethisunknown land. Beforehis
journey began, Lewisgathered some of hissupplieshereat the United StatesArmory in Harpers Ferry.
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From Frank Bond, “ Louisiana“ and thel ouisiana Purchase. Washington, Gover nment Printing Office, 1912. Map No. 4.

Below are some of the suppliesthat Meriwether Lewisgot at Harpers Ferry. Match the pictureto the nameof theitem.

powder horn
pipetomahawk
knife

bullet mold

rifle

Why werethe suppliesthat Lewisgot in Harpers Ferry important?

Vocabulary Box

LouisianaTerritory- areaof land bought by Thomas Jeffer son from Napoleon of Francethat makeup
thefollowing present day states: M ontana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming, Colorado, top of
Texas, L ouisiana, Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, Minnesota, | owa, Missouri, and Arkansas




John Brown’'s Fort s on the map)

Background information for the next four questions:

John Brownwasawhiteabolitionist bornin Connecticut. In 1859, beforethe Civil War, |4
John Brown cameto HarpersFerry with aplantofreethedaves. Savery wasallowedinthe
southern gates, whichincluded HarpersFerry, Virginia. Brown'splanfailed. Hewascaptured
and hanged for hiscrimes. In spite of hisfailure, Brown became ahero to someAmericans.

John Brown

Below isamap of the United Statesjust after Brown’sRaid. You can seewhich statesare
daveand which arefree. West Virginiaisnot onthismap. It did not become astate until 1863.

United States in 1860 A

Free States, Slave States, and Territories
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8. John Brown hated slavery and wanted to change hisworld. He used gunsasaway to end slavery. Think about
something inyour world that you would liketo change or make better, and write down how you would go about

changingit.

Hint: Hereare 2 examplesof problemsyou may want to changein society: pollution, homelessness. These

arejust twoideas. Pick your own. What do you want to change?
How would you changeit?

Vocabulary Box:

Abalitionist- a per son whowanted toend or stop avery




John Brown Museum 9 on the map)

9. Takesometimeto tour thismuseum. Try to learn asmuch asyou can about John Brown’s Raid. Pretend you are
an artist for the newspaper Harper’sWeekly. In the space bel ow sketch apicture of an event or person relating to John
Brown’sRaid for thefront page of the newspaper. These picturesin newspaperswere caled lithogr aphs. Whenyou
arefinished, createaheadlinefor your lithograph.

Harpers Weekly

a journal of civilization ~ October 19, 1859 6 cents

Place headlinein this space.

10. Gotothe Who'sWho of Raid section of theexhibit. Usethetouch screen activity to learn about someonewho
played apart in John Brown'sraid. Write hisor her name and two factsthat you learned about that person bel ow.

Name:

Fact 1

Fact 2

Vocabulary Box

Lithograph- printed imagesfoundin artwork, newspapers, and magazinesin early America. After photography was
invented, it soon replaced lithographsin popul arity.




Arsenal Square (# 6 on the map)

11. Readthefollowing paragraphsabout the Civil War and then compl ete thefoll owing matching activity.

Between 1861 and 1865 the northern states of the United Stateswere at war with the southern states. The southern
stateshad beliefsabout government and freedom that were different from their northern neighbors. Because of these
differencesthe South | ft the United States, formed their own country, and el ected their own President, Jefferson Davis.
They set up anew capita in Richmond, Virginia, and called themsel ves Confederates. They werea so called Rebels.
Many of these Rebels, somewith large cotton farmswho owned saves, chosetofight for their new country. Most
Rebel swho fought were poor menwho did not own any daves.

In order to keep the country together, Abraham Lincoln, The President of the United States, asked the men fromthe
NorthtojointheUnion Army. These men becameknown asYankees. Men fromthe North left factory jobsand small
farmstofight the Rebels. InApril, 1865, Confederate General Robert E. Lee surrendered to Union General UlyssesS.
Grant. The northern stateswerevictorious. The country wasreunited and davery was outlawed forever inAmerica.

Harpers Ferry, on the border of the North and the South was devastated during war. Harpers Ferry was coveted by
both sides because of the valuablerailroadsthat could carry suppliesand soldiers. Harpers Ferry wasalso very close
to Washington, D.C., the capital of the Union. Right now you are standing at Arsena Square. Onthissite stood two
buildingsthat stored thousands of guns made at theArmory. The buildingswere destroyed during thewar.

Draw alineto match theword on theleft to either the North or the South.

Yankees

Robert E. Lee

Cotton

Richmond NORTH
Factories

Confederate

Abraham Lincoln

Union

Slavery SOUTH
Ulysses S. Grant

Jefferson Davis

Rebel

i i

Vocabulary Box

Devastated- ruined by violent acts Covet- to desire or want




12. Readthesefirst hand accountsfrom peoplewho livedin Harpers Ferry during the Civil War.

“ And so two daysand nights passwithout ahope of the end being near; housesare destroyed in various partsof the
town; inonetheshdl first killsaninfant initsmother’ sarms, and then wounds the mother so she doesnot recover for

yearsafter.
-AnnieMarmion, describing the Battle of 1862

“Daveweareinadreadful condition here, our armory isburnt, and we have no work and no money...thereisabout five
thousand soldiersat this place and more coming...| ask you Daveinthe name of God to try and help me get away from

thisplace...”
-James Shewbridgein aletter to hisbrother, Dave.

Imaginethat you lived hereduring thewar. On the page below, writeabout your life during thewar. Think about what
you havelearned about Harpers Ferry and what Annie and Jameswrotein the quotes above.

My Journal

Vocabulary Box

Shell- anartillery projectile containing abursting charge of powder




Black Vo CES# 7 on the map)

13. Readthisstory then answer the questionsthat follow.

|saac Gilbert wasadavewho lived in HarpersFerry. Eventhough daveswerenot legally allowed to marry, 1saac had
awifeand children, who werea so daves. |saac had aplanto free hisfamily.

Eventhoughit wasagainst thelaw, |saac’sowner let him keep extramoney heearned. He saved enough money to buy
thefreedom of hisfamily. However, asadave, he could not buy ancther dave. |saac asked Mayor Fontaine Beckham
to takethemoney and buy hisfamily. Beckham agreed to do thisand wrotein hiswill that after hisdeath | saac’ sfamily
would befreed. Beckham waskilled during the John Brown Raid and | saac’ sfamily was set free.

During the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln passed the Emancipation Proclamation. Thisdocument freed thedavesliving
inthe south. Because of this proclamation, | saac and other davesin the south wereasofreed. After thewar the
Gilbert family lived together asfreedmen.
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1. Could adave own another dave?

2. Could davefamiliesbe broken up and sold to
different owners?

3. Wasit against thelaw for thedavesto earn
their own money?

4. Weredave marriages|egal ?

Vocabulary Box

Emancipation Proclamation- apresidential
decreemade by Presdent Abraham Lincoln
that set al davesfreeinthe southern states
of rebdlion

Freedmen- aperson freed fromdavery
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A Proclamation.

Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
sixty-two, a proclamation was issued by the President
of the United States, containing, among other things,
thefollowing, towit:

“That on thefirst day of January, in the year of our

L ord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, al
persons held as slaves within any State or designated
part of a State, the people whereof shall then bein
rebellion against the United States, shall be then,
thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive
Government of the United States, including the military
and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain
the freedom of such persons, and will do no act or acts
to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts
they may makefor their actual freedom.




Sorer College/Niagara Exhibit  son themap)

14. Storer Collegewasestablished soon after the end of the American Civil War. Storer Collegewasthefirst school
inWest Virginiato alow girlsand boysof al racesto go to school together. The studentsat Storer werethrilled to get
an education, but they had to endureracism. Early studentsand teachersdescribed being hit with rocksand some
studentseven carried weagponswith themfor protection.

Tour thismuseum to learn about life at Storer, and thenimaginethat you areastudent there. Writeal etter to afriend
describingwhat it isliketo go to school at Storer, and describe how you feel about finally being ableto get an
education.

1872

Dear Friend,

Sincerely,

Vocabulary Box
Establish- tointroduce or start something new

Racism- abelief that oneraceissuperior to another race




12

15. Fillinthecorrect |etter in the vocabulary words bel ow and write themiin the spaces below to find the answer to
thefollowing question:

Whosaid, “I leaveyou, hoping that thelamp of liberty will burninyour (hearts) until thereshall nolonger bea
doubt that all. . . arecreated freeand equal.” 1858
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Answer Key for History Search

1. Answerswill vary. Poss ble answers can betwo of our six themes. (Natural Landscape, Industry, Transportation,
John Brown’'sRaid, Civil War, African American History)

2. Intheletter the students might mention the beauty of theareaor the growing financia opportunities. (riversasa
source of water power)

3. Rivers/\Water Power

4. TheBatimore and Ohio Railroad won theraceto the Ohio Valley. They won because the Chesapeake and Ohio
Canal lacked suppliesand skilled labor, and wasa so burdened by financia problems.

5. aWestVirginia  b.Virginia c. Maryland d. PotomacRiver e. Shenandoah River
6. Sketcheswill vary.

7. Answerswill read top | eft to bottom right. Rifle, pipetomahawk, bullet mold, knife, and powder horn.
These supplieswould help them survive ontheir journey.

8.Answerswill vary.
9. Answerswill vary.

10. Answerswill vary. Example: Name: Aaron Stevens Fact A. waswounded during theraid
Fact B. wasexecuted in Charlestown

11. Yankees-North
Robert E. Lee- South
Cotton- South
Richmond- South
Factories- North

Confederate- South
Abraham Lincoln- North
Union- North

Slavery- South

Ulysses S. Grant- North
Jefferson Davis- South
Rebel- South

12. Their journa should mention how HarpersFerry wasnot asafe place and how thetimesweretroubled during the
Civil War. Answerswill vary.

13. No, Yes, No, No.

14. Letterswill vary. Letterscould possibly statethat it feel sgreat to receive an education, but it isupsetting realizing
some peopl ethink that we should not be getting thiseducation.

15. AbrahamLincoln



Sandards met by HAFE “History Search” followed by the number of the questions that

meet those standards.
Level I: K-2 Level Il: 3-5 Level Ill: 6-8

History
Sandard2Level |1
#5 Understands how geographi cal features contributed to the establishment and growth of communities (1).

Sandard 3Level |
#2 Knowswaysinwhich early explorersand settlersadapted to, used, and changed the environment (2).

Sandard8Level |l
#8 Knowsthedevelopment inrail transportation beginning inthe 19th century (4).

Sandard 13Level 11
#1 Understandsdavery prior tothe Civil War (14).
#2 Knowsthelocations of the southern and northern statesand their economic resources (11).

Sandard 14 Level 11
#3 Understandstheimpact of the Civil War and social and gender issues(11,12).

Sandard 15Level 1
#2 Understands changesin socia relationsin the South during reconstruction (14).
#3 Understandsthelives of African Americansduring the Reconstruction Era(14).

Sandard 16 Level 111
#3 Understands socia development and |abor patternsin thelate 19th century (3).

Standard 17 Level 1
#2 Understands the experiences of diversegroupsand minoritiesin different regionsof the country (13, 14).

Historical Perspectives

Sandard2Level I

#5 Understandsthat specific decisionsand events had an impact on history (11).
#2 Understandsthat specificindividualshad agreat impact on history (7, 10).

L anguage Arts
Sandard | Level Il
#38 Writes narrative accounts, such as poemsand stories (2).

Sandard | Level |
#9 Writesautobiographical composition (12).
#10 Writesexpressive compositions (14).

Places and Regions
Sandard4Leve |11
#2 Knowsthephysical characteristicsof places(6).



Reading
Standard6Level ||
#1 Usesreading skillsand strategiesto understand avariety of literary passagesand texts (13).

Thinking and Reasoning

Standard5Level |1
#1 ldentifiesissuesand problemsin the school or community that one might help solve(8).

Visual Art
Standard 3Level ||
#1 Selects prospectiveideasfor worksof art (9).



