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The Presidio of San Francisco has one of the greatest diversity of birds of any urban park in the world, with over 200
species identified here. A number of factors create this diversity, including the exceptionally wide variety of habitats
found here—from open water and protected bay, to rocky and sandy shoreline, to tidal marshes, coastal scrub, grass-
lands, mixed woodlands and ornamental areas. Because the Presidio lies on a major bird migratory route, the Pacific
flyway, it also hosts a variety of transient birds that stop over to rest and feed on their journey to and from places as far
away as South America and the Canadian arctic. This combination of factors makes the Presidio a birder’s paradise
with many different species to see throughout the year.
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Bird diversity at the Presidio has shifted
over the years as its habitats have
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much greater variety of forest dwelling
birds moved in. During the same period,
Planted Forest the marshes along the bay were filled
& Ornamental throughout the Bay Area, leading to a
decline in shorebirds and waterfowl.
The recent creation of the tidal lagoon
Water and and marsh at Crissy Field is attracting
Wetland those birds back to the Presidio. Egrets,
Herons, Kingfishers and other water
birds are commonplace once again.

H

H]

Trail

(rev. 12/07)

For more information, the complete Presidio Bird List can be purchased for a small fee at one of our visitor centers.
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