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Amaranth subdivision and managers of the Homestead Land Trust whose properties are in 
immediate proximity to the project were fully supportive of the work. Visual impact near the road 
was minimized by craning out the stemwood and grinding the remaining stump when a large tree 
was removed from a major 4- way intersection. While the work was in progress, there was only one 
complaint, despite a long history of public concern when trees are cut in Marin County.  
 
The cut stumps from the Acacias, eucalyptus, and plums were treated with herbicide to prevent 
resprouting. The remaining debris piles will be burned during the winter of 2006.  
 
The Homestead project was managed by Marin County Fire Department in cooperation with 
FIRESafe MARIN, who developed contracts with Great Tree Tenders and Treemasters to 
accomplish the work. 
 
In Phase 2 of the project, the Homestead Fire Road will be cleared and regraded to create an 
alternative route for emergency response and evacuation. Erosion and vegetation overgrowth has 
turned the fire road into nearly a single track trail. This treatment will connect Lattie Lane in 
Tamalpais Valley to Panoramic Highway, further increasing fire protection for the Homestead 
area. The fire road will play a vital role in many scenarios, including a wildfire in one of several 
eucalpytus groves nearby, as was demonstrated by the 2004 Tam Fire. The fire road improvements 
will be completed in 2006.    
 
Contact:  Alex Naar, Fire Management Officer – Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Phone:  (415) 331- 6374 
 
Contact: Kent Julin, Registered Professional Forester -  Marin County Fire Department 
Phone: (415) 499- 3759 
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