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FDA: FDA Hosts Its 
First Science Writers 
Symposium

My take on this meeting is that it 
highlighted the depth of science at 
the FDA and how this science is used 
to protect your health. It also demon-
strated the rigor of the scientific work 
that is the basis of our decisions. We 
believe that it is critical that you have 
access to information about FDA’s sci-
ence. With this, you can develop an 
understanding of how the FDA makes 
the regulatory decisions regarding the 
products you use on a daily basis.

Journalists attending this week’s 

FDA experts have been tackling some of the most complex 
scientific issues necessary to protect and promote 
your health. This week, they met with more than 50 

journalists and science writers at the FDA’s first Science 
Writers Symposium. At this day-long event, FDA’s scientists 
and physicians presented on such research as the science 
behind the Salmonella outbreaks, melamine adulteration of 
food substances, and nutrigenomics – an emerging field that 
has the potential to prevent disease and maximize health by 
using genetic profiles to tailor what we eat. FDA experts also 
presented their novel discoveries to prevent pandemic flu, 
identify contaminated heparin, and analyze the safety of drug-
eluting stents down to the molecular level.

Science Writers Symposium repre-
sented magazines including Time 
and Business Week, scientific jour-
nals such as Science, wire services 
including AP and Reuters, and the 
Los Angeles Times and other daily 
newspapers. The writers also repre-
sented NBC and other TV networks, 
as well as industry and trade publi-
cations. The symposium was capped 
off with a guided tour of the FDA’s 
Office of Science and Engineering 
Laboratories. These laboratories con-

duct research in 22 specialty areas, 
such as wireless technologies and 
nanobiophotonics – an ultrasensi-
tive detection method using light and 
nanotechnology.

As a science-based and science-
led regulatory agency, FDA’s work 
involves science at every step of the 
way. The Symposium highlighted the 
extraordinary achievements of just a 
few FDA scientists. There are many 
more stories to tell. These stories are 
a fundamental element of our suc-
cess in carrying out our regulatory 
mission to protect and promote your 
health. 

Subscribe to receive Andy’s Take via 
e-mail at:
http://service.govdelivery.com/service/
subscribe.html?code=USFDA_83

Audio Version (MP3 - 1.34 MB, Run 
Time - 00:2:56)
www.fda.gov/oc/voneschenbach/andys_
take/audio/andys_take_111408.mp3

A message from Frank Torti, FDA’s Principal Deputy Commissioner and Chief Scientist


