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PURPOSE 

This memorandum provides policy guidance for instrument procedure developers clarifying the intent 
of Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Order 8260.3B Change 20. 

BACKGROUND 

FAA Order 8260.3, U.S. Standard for Terminal Instnunent Procedures (TERPS), Change 20 provides 
criteria for determining landing and takeoff minima for instrument procedures. Table 3-5a is used to 
determine the straight-in visibility and RVR (feet and meters) for all vertically-guided (PA and APV) 
and approach category A-C non-precision approaches. The table however does not clearly show the 
relationship between the statute mile ("SM) visibility value and meter ("M) RVR values used when 
the RVR less than 2400 is authorized under the provisions of FAA Order 8400.13. Intent of Table 3- 
5a is that the equivalent " S M  and " M  values for a HATh range also apply only when the conditions 
specified by the footnotes are met. It is also intended that the reductions are only authorized when all 
conditions specified by FAA Order 8400.13 are met. Otherwise the minimum publishable values are 
RVR 2400 (750m) and/or 112 SM visibility. It is also intended that the 318 SM visibility values are 
only published in the less than 2400 RVR case as part of the parenthetical ceilinglvisibility used by 
the military. 

POLICY 

The attached table clarifies the intent of FAA Order 8260.3 Change 20, Volume 1, Table 3-5a. 

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Thomas J. Nichols, Flight Procedure Standards Branch, 
AFS-420, at (405) 954-4164. 
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