Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

April 5, 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR DISTRIBUTION

FROM: David Michaels, PhD, MPH

Assistant Secretary e
Environment, Safety and Health

SUBJECT: Applicability of Title10 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 850
(10 CFR 850), Chronic Beryllium Disease Prevention Program (CBDPP)
to Workers with Past Beryllium Exposure

This is to advise you of an important issue that was highlighted at the F ebruary 29 - March 2,
2000, Chronic Beryllium Disease Prevention Program Plan Development Workshop held in
Washington, DC. The issue is the identification of all workers covered by 10 CFR 850, including
those who may be working in facilities that have no current or past beryllium activities.

You can disregard the balance of this memorandum if you have confirmed that none of the
workers in your Federal or contractor organizations may in the past have been exposed or
potentially exposed to beryllium at any Department of Energy (DOE) facility.

Title 10 CFR 850 requires the identification of all workers in Federal and contractor organizations
who have had past exposure or potential exposure to beryllium at any DOE facility. Many DOE
organizations have assumed that 10 CFR 850 does not apply to them because their facilities do
not have, and have not had, any activities involving beryllium. This assumption may not be
correct because the rule requires that medical surveillance be offered to all beryllium-associated
workers. This includes workers who, in the past, have been exposed or potentially exposed as
follows: (1) while they were employed at another DOE facility; (2) while working at one of your
satellite facilities; or (3) when visiting another organization's facility.

We know of several workers with signs or symptoms of chronic beryllium disease who receive
medical surveillance and who work at DOE facilities that have no current or past beryllium
activities. Their managers initiated the medical surveillance because they were aware of the
workers' potential prior exposures. However, we are concerned that many DOE and contractor
workers in similar circumstances may not receive the medical surveillance required by the rule
because their managers do not recognize that the rule applies to these workers.

In order to assist you in meeting 10 CFR 850 requirements, we have attached a list of questions
that can be used to identify workers who are covered by the rule. Also attached is a current list of
sites that have or have had beryllium activities. Use of the survey is optional, but I recommend
that you distribute it to Federal and contractor workers who may have had past actual or potential
exposure to beryllium at any DOE facility.

@ Printed with soy ink on recycted paper




Please recognize that an appropriate CBDPP plan will have to be developed for those
organizations where beryllium-associated workers are found even if the organization does not
have, and has not had, any activities involving beryllium. These plans, at the very least, will need
to comply with the medical, recordkeeping, counseling, and feedback provisions of the rule

(10 CFR 850.34-37 and 850.39-40).

Local oversight activities should include a review of actions taken to identify beryllium-associated
workers at sites across the Department. Independent oversight investigations by my office will
also be evaluating this issue and rule implementation. Please contact Mr. David J. Weitzman on
301-903-5401 or dave.weitzman@eh.doe.gov for further discussion or clarification concerning
this issue.
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PROGRAM SECRETARIAL QFFICERS
Edward J. Curran, CN-1

Thomas F. Gioconda, Acting DP-1
Dan W. Reicher, EE-1
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Robert W. Gee, FE-1

George B. Breznay, HG-1
Gregory H. Friedman, IG-1
Lawrence H. Sanchez, IN-1
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Laura S H. Holgate, MD-1
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Walter S. Howes, PC-1
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Eugene E. Habiger, SO-1

Gary K. King, WT-1

MANAGERS, OPERATIONS OFFICES
Richard E. Glass, Albuquerque

Robert L. San Martin, Chicago

Beverly A. Cook, Idaho

Kathleen A. Carlson, Nevada

James M. Turner, Oakland

G. Leah Dever, Oak Ridge

Keith A. Klein, Richland
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MANAGERS, FIELD OFFICES

Susan R. Brechbill, Ohio Field Office

Paul Golan, Rocky Flats Field Office

Frank M. Stewart, Jr., Golden Field Office

Judith A. Johansen, Bonneville Power Administration

Charles A. Borchardt, Southeastern Power Administration

Michael A. Deihl, Southwestern Power Administration

Michael S. Hacskaylo, Western Power Administration

Rita A. Bajura, National Energy Technology Laboratory
(formerly the Federal Energy Technology Center)




ATTACHMENT

Beryllium-Associated Worker
Work History Survey

Many Department of Energy (DOE) organizations have assumed that Title 10 Code of Federal
Regulations, Part 850 (10 CFR 850), Chronic Beryllium Disease Prevention Program, does not
apply to them because they do not, and have not, had activities involving beryllium at their DOE
facilities. However, 10 CFR 850.2 (a)(3) includes as applicable, any current DOE or DOE
contractor employee who in the past may have been exposed or potentially exposed to beryllium
at any DOE facility. This requirement makes it necessary to identify these workers. The
questions below and list of DOE sites known to have current or past beryllium activities should be

usetul for that purpose. An appropriate chronic beryllium disease prevention program for these
workers is required by the rule.

1. Are you currently a DOE contractor or Federal employee who worked in the past at a DOE-
owned or leased facility where beryllium was used?

2. If yes, what was:
a. The name of the facility and the building you worked in?
b. Your job title?
¢. The type of work you performed?
d. The length and date of your employment at that facility?

3. Do you believe that you were exposed or may have been potentially exposed to airborne
concentrations of beryllium at the DOE facility?

4. Are you currently participating in a former or current beryllium worker medical surveillance
program?

5. If'yes, please give the name and location of the former or current beryllium worker medical
surveillance program in which you are participating?

PLEASE RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM BY APRIL 14, 2000 TO:

Name:

Address:
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