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The International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements

IFOAM’s Organic Guarantee System

. .. Supporting the worldwide adoption of environmentally, socially, and
economically sound systems based on the principles of organic agriculture.

The IFOAM Organic Guarantee guide operatorsin producing their organic cropsand

System assures organic integrity maintaining organicintegrity inthefurther handling and
internationally processing of organic commodities.

Intherapidly growing environment of marketing and trade ThelFOAM Accreditation Criteriaare based on the

of productsclaimingto be*organic,” IFOAM providesa International SO norm (Guide65) for the operation
market guarantee of theintegrity of organicclams. The of certifying bodies, and they areaoditionally developed
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through acommon system of standards, verification, and ganicp processng.

market identity. It fosters equiva enceamong participating developsthesedocumentsthroughfurther revisionsthet

certifiers, paving theway for moreorderly and riabletrade. Involvestakeholder participation.
IFOAM’sBasic Standardsand Accreditation Criteria
= R aregenerdly respected astheinternationa guiddinefrom
I " * 77 M which national standardsand inspection systems may
ACCREDITED be built; and they have been used as areference by

ThelFOAM Organic Guarantee System enables organic _standard-setters and legisiators in national and

e . ... international arenas. IFOAM Basic Standards have
certifiersto become*|FOAM Accredited” and for certified .
. . had astrong influence on the devel opment of Codex
operatorstolabel their productswiththelFOAM Sed next . : - ) .
. \ e Alimentarius Guiddlinesfor the Production, Labeling,
tothelogo of their IFOAM accredited certifier. Morethan and Marketing of Oraanicallv Produced Eoods.
30 certifiersworldwide participatein IFOAM accreditation. 9 9 y

The OGS offers conformance The OGS is a collaboration of
assessment to accepted IFOAM and other organizations

international norms o .
o IFOAM Accreditation is administered by an
IFOAM Accreditation guaranteesto buyers, government jenendent organization, the International Organic

authorities, other control agencies, and the publicthat & A creditation Service (I0AS). ThelOASevaluates
product has been produced within asystem that conforms e sompliance of certification programswiththeIBS
to accepted international standardsfor organic production, goqthel AC through asystem of document review and

processing, and certification. Siteevaluation, and execution of accreditation decisions
Thetwo pillars of the Organic Guarantee System arethe by acommitteewith globa representation and expertise.
IFOAM Basic Standards for Organic Production and In2004, 29 certification bodiesworldwideareIFOAM
Processing (I1BS) and theIFOAM Accreditation Criteria Accredited within the Organic Guarantee System.
for Certification of Organic Production and Processing Supported by thissystem, these accredited certification
(IAC). Thesetwo international documentsarenormsto (ACBs) bodies are developing more and more
which certifiers must comply when conducting organic functional equivaencewith oneanother to streamline
certification. The FOAM Basic Standards addressthe tradefor their clients. Thisisdoneformaly througha
principles, recommendationsand minimum standardswhich multilatera agreement (MLA).
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Harmonizing Organic

Guarantee Systems
: IFOAM
Worldwide
Z IFOAM &
SEAL
IOAS

|

changed the landscape for

National regulations have ﬂ
organic trade

ACBS

Nationd Governmentshavebeguntoregulate

the organic claim in markets in their own
countries, or to provide an organic guarantee
sarvicefor tradersthat areexporting fromthelr
own country into other regul ated countries.
1IN 2003 60 countrieshad an organicregulation
in place or were planning to develop one.

What started as government effort to standardize organic
label claimsand foster trade hasin some casesinhibited
standardization and international trade because of the
proliferation of so many regulations with different
requirements. Now governmentsarefaced withthedaunting
task of working out bilateral equivaence agreementswith
oneanother. Unlikethe|FOAM system, which providesa
mechanism for multilateral equivaenceamong certification
bodies worldwide, thereis no international government
mechanism for establishing multilateral equivalence of
national organic regulations. And those countrieswithout
the cgpacity or paliticd meanstoimplement anationa organic
regulation have no governmental meansto gain acceptance
of organic productsto betraded from their country into an
importing country that regulatestheorganicclaim.

IFOAM is addressing the challenge to
harmonize organic regulatory
systems worldwide

If adl governmentswereto adopt theinternationa IFOAM
Organic Guarantee System for the purpose of regulating
organic trade and markets, there could be complete
harmonization. However, the state of current national

Basic
Standards
(IBS}
IFOAM
NORMS

[1AC)

regulationsand other palitical reditiesmeanthat thisscenario
isnot possibleintheshort term. Inlight of this, IFOAM has
assumed aleadership roleto help governments and other
stakeholders explore and identify another means to
harmonize the government and private sector systems.

In 2003 IFOAM formed the I nternational Task Forceon
Harmonization and Equivdencein OrganicAgriculture(ITF)
in cooperation with the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) and the UN Conferenceon Tradeand
Development (UNCTAD). The task force consists of
representatives of more than 20 governments, four
intergovernmenta agencies, and key stakeholdersfromthe
private sector. | TF servesasan open-ended platform for
diaogue between privateand publicingitutionsinvolvedin
trade and regulatory activitiesin the organic agriculture
sector. Theobjectiveistofacilitateinternational trade and
access of devel oping countriestointernational markets.

IFOAM and IOAS encourage
harmonization by providing other
services to governments

IFOAM and the I0OAS actively invite government
involvement intheAccreditation Program, and encourage
themto use our expertiseand services. IFOAM welcomes
thecommentsof governmentsduring the processto further
developtheIFOAM Norms. Somegovernment regulatory
systemsuse compliance reports prepared by IOASfor the
IFOAM accredited certification bodies, for instance, on
compliancewith EU Regulation 2092/91. IOAShasadso
provided third party evauation of agovernment certification
programs and offers various other cooperative sub-
contracting servicesto nationa organic regulatory agencies.
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A Brief History of the Organic Guarantee System

In 1972, the founding membersof IFOAM aimed to establish acommunication network among organic agricultural
communitiesthat wereemerging in multi ple countrieson severa continents. Inits30 yeer lifetime, IFOAM hasa so come
to provide an international system to define and document theintegrity of organic production and processing, and to
support thetrade of organic products. Thisinternationa systemisnow known asIFOAM’sOrganic Guarantee System.

IFOAM Basic Standards were the first element of the system

Thefirst element of thissystem wasthe IFOAM Basic Standards (I1BS), whose seedswere sownin 1978. After along
period of growth and devel opment, theIBS cameto real fruitioninthe mid 1980's, guided by thework of atechnical
committee. Fromthen until now, the | BShave undergone periodic revisions, which have been approved by the[FOAM
membership.

IFOAM Accreditation Criteria and the IFOAM Accreditation Program followed

In 1986 | FOAM launched the devel opment of an eva uation program for certifiers, administered by IFOAM’s* Technica
Committee.” Evaluationincluded visitsto certification bodiesand the generation of reports, which werethen shared
among participating certification bodies. Thepurposeof theeva uation program wasto enhancetrust between certification
bodies. The next step wastakeninthelate 1980's, when the Technical Committee wasturned into three committees.
Oneof thesewastheA ccreditation Committee, which wastasked to develop aformal Accreditation Program.

Thenext phaseincluded the continued devel opment of the|FOAM Accreditation Criteria(IAC) for organic certification
bodies. Thel AC wereat first devel oped from “best practices’ along with 1SO Guide 65 (1994), and later with even
morereferenceto | SO Guidelines (1998) This phase a so saw the establishment of an accreditation structurewithin
IFOAM, whichincluded a Program Board and a staff Executive. Thefirst IFOAM Accredited Certification Body
(ACB) wasannounced in 1994.

Then, IFOAM founded the International Organic Accreditation Service

In 1997, IFOAM decided that the Accreditation Program was best administered by athird party organization, and It
founded the I nternationa OrganicAccreditation Service (IOAS) for thispurpose. The|OASisincorporatedintheUSas
anon-profit organization. By 2003 it had 6 internationally based staff membersand accredited 28 certification bodies
worldwide.

The Accredited Certification Bodies established mutual recognition

INn 1999the IFOAM Accredited Certifierssigned aMultilaterad Agreement for mutua recognition and equivaency, aimed
at streamlining theapprova of productsthat aretraded among their clients. TheAgreement acknowledgesthefunctiona
equivaenceof these certification programsbased onthe [FOAM Basic Standardsand Accreditation Critieria. Year after
year, newly accredited certification bodies have added their signaturesto thisagreement.

An IFOAM Seal was added to the Organic Guarantee System
Alsoin 1999, IFOAM announced aprogram to sublicensean IFOAM Accredited seal to accredited certification bodies
andther certified clients.

IFOAM and IOAS are currently working on quality management

By 2000 the basic structure of IFOAM’sOrganic Guarantee System waswell established. Morerecently, IFOAM and
thel OA Shavefocused on continuoudy improving system qudity, and on maintaining therelevance of the private guarantee
systemin light of emerging public sector regulationsfor thelabeling and trade of organic products. In 2002, IFOAM
instituted severa new policiesand procedures designed to enhancethe efficiency and quality of the Organic Guarantee
System.

arantee System
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Organic Guarantee Systems

Government Bilateral
Equivalence

IFOAM Multilateral
Equivalence

This figure compares the current mechanisms of bilateral government equivalence agreements
and the private international mechanism for multi-lateral equivalence through the IFOAM
Accreditation Program. The multilateral approach reduces the number of separate equivalency

agreements required to just one.

Norms Management Committee:
Chair: Johan Cejie (Sweden)
Email: johan.cejie@krav.se

Standards Committee:
Chair: Rod May (Australia)
Email: capck@netconnect.com.au

Criteria Committee:
Chair: Ken Commins (USA)
Email: info@ioas.org

Organic Guarantee System Contact
Information:

Diane Bowen

IFOAM Organic Guarantee System Manger
d.bowen@ifoam.org

Telephone: +1-414-352-5789

Fax: +1-253-669-7921

IFOAM Head Office
Charles-de-Gaulle-Str. 5

53113 Bonn, Germany
Telephone: +49-228-926 50-10
Fax: +49-228-926 50-99
Email: HeadOffice@ifoam.org

IFOAM's mission is:
leading, uniting and assisting the
organic movement in its full
diversity. Our goal is the worldwide
adoption of ecologically, socially
and economically sound systems
that are based on the principles of
Organic Agriculture.

Order a Copy of the IFOAM Norms
A hard copy or CD

IFAM rom of the IFOAM
""""" Norms can be
NORMS ordered online or

for Organic Production and Processing

directly from the
i, IFOAM Head Office
for 19 Euros. They are
also available to
download on the
IFOAM website, and
are currently available
in English, Spanish,
Hindi and Arabic.
www.ifoam.org

IFOAM Basic Standards
IFOAM Accreditation Criteria




