the nation’s superintendents reminding them that the

arts are core academic subjects under the No Child Left
Behind Act (NCLB) and that the law provides funding and
flexibility to improve art education.

“For both the important knowledge and skills they
impart and the ways in which they help students to succeed
in school and in life, the arts are an important part of a com-
plete education,” Secretary Paige wrote. “The arts, perhaps
more than any other subjects, help students to understand
themselves and others.”

Recognizing this significant role, the law, he emphasized,
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Letter to Superintendents Offers Guidance, Funding for the Arts

includes the arts as core academic subjects: “No Child Left
Behind expects teachers of the arts to be highly qualified, just
as it does teachers of English, math, science and history.”

The letter cites research that shows the arts serve as a
“critical link” to help students develop crucial thinking skills
and become motivated to achieve at higher levels. It offers a
summary of these and other findings, along with resources for
developing arts education programs.

In addition, Secretary Paige points out in his guidance to
school chiefs the funding sources available through NCLB to
support the arts, including Title I funds to improve the aca-
demic achievement of the neediest students, and Title II
grants to provide professional development for teachers. For
example, Arizona utilized $4 million in Comprehensive
School Reform (Title I, Part F) funds to support arts educa-
tion at 43 schools throughout the state.

The letter is available at www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/
secletter/040701.html.

“Reading is the cornerstone of all
learning, ” said U.S. Secretary of
Education Rod Paige at a July
event in Gainesville, Fla., cele-
brating the Department’s summer
reading program. Below, Paige
reads to one of the children at
the Alachua County Boys & Girls
Club, which hosted the event.

Photo by Paul Wood,
U.S. Department
of Education
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Alachua County is
one of 11 sites around the country partic-
ipating in the second year of the No
Child Lefi Behind Summer Reading
Achievers Program for students in grades
K-8. The U.S. Department of Education
estimates that up to 150,000 students
will participate at all the sites, which also
include Springfield, Mass.; Portsmouth,
N.H.; Pittsburgh, Pa.; Camden, N.J.;
Kansas City, Kan.; Minneapolis, Minn.;
Albuquerque, N.M.; San Diego, Calif.,
and the state of South Dakota. Last year,
the Atlanta Public Schools
piloted the program, with
nearly 18,000 students read-
ing over 150,000 books.

While the
Alachua County
School District has
sponsored summer
reading programs
through the local
libraries in the past, the
chance to participate
in the Education
Department-sponsored
program offered new
opportunities. “The
addition of national and
local sponsors and

the prizes they brought has generated
more interest,” said Anusavice.

Among those opportunities was a
visit by U.S. Secretary of Education Rod
Paige along with the Disney characters
“Belle” and “Pierre” of the DisneyHand
Reading Together program during a cele-
bration event in July. In addition to par-
ticipating in a fun, interactive program,
students received a book from Belle and
enjoyed a pizza party.

In his remarks, Secretary Paige said,
“Reading is the cornerstone of all learn-
ing. Research shows that students often
lose some of their reading skills during
the summer break, so it’s important to
encourage children to keep up those
skills.”

That’s the main reason the Alachua
County Boys & Girls Club chose to par-
ticipate in the program. “This program
was a perfect fit for the summer gap in
our after-school programming,” said
Keith Blanchard, the club’s director.

“We wanted to do something to prevent
the summer slide when kids stop reading
and learning. We also wanted the stu-
dents to develop a healthy habit of read-
ing for fun.”

Kendall, a fifth-grader at Glen
Springs Elementary, did most of her read-
ing at the Boys & Girls Club this sum-
mer. She found that the requirement to
read age-appropriate books meant reading
chapter books. “So now I like to read,”
she said, “but the chapter books take a lot
longer.” She’s now reading Around the
World in 80 Days by Jules Verne.

Principal Lacy Redd of Newberry
Elementary opened the rural school’s
media center Tuesday evenings over the
summer so students and their parents

could replenish their book supply
and spend time reading together.
The popularity of the program
was evident when 50 families
showed up the night of a torren-
tial rainstorm.

“The assessment we take each
September usually shows a slide of three
to four months when students don't read
over the summer,” said Redd, noting that

she hopes the value of the program

will show in this year’s test scores. “This
Summer Reading Achievers Program has
enabled us to continue what we've done
all year—encourage our students to
read.” As a special treat, students at the
school who read 10 or more books were
treated to breakfast by a local restaurant.
In the first three days of school, Redd
collected logs from 200 of her 440 stu-
dents, with the expectation she'll receive
about 100 more. While teachers and
administrators throughout the county tal-
lied their students’ logs, Anusavice and
her team prepared 10,000 prize bags—
a bag for each of the more than half the
school districts’ 19,000 eligible students.
With more than 30 local sponsors,
the bags were full of gift certificates and
prizes. “The community response has
been phenomenal,” said Anusavice. In
addition to prize bags for everyone who
read 10 books and completed a reading
log, there were prizes for the students
who read the most books in each class
and drawings at the local and district
level for additional prizes that were pro-
vided by the program’s 12 national spon-
sors and many local contributors.
Students who read 10 books over the
summer also will receive certificates from
the U.S. Department of Education, and
schools with the highest percentages of
participating students will be recognized.
The program is supported by a
network of national sponsors, including
First Book, Fisher-Price, Scholastic Inc.,
National PTA, Target
Corporation, USA
Football, Communities
in Schools Inc., the Boys
& Girls Clubs of
America, Verizon,
Barnes and Noble,
MeadWestvaco and

Time Inc.

Disney characters
Pierre and Belle read
to children at the
celebration event.

Photo by Paul Wood
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questions about what these changes under
No Child Left Behind mean to their child,
school and community. Below are a few

questions parents may want to consider:
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How many special education, minority,
limited English proficient or economi-
cally disadvantaged students are achiev-
ing at grade level (are proficient) in
either reading or mathematics?

e  What percentage of students graduate
from your child’s high school? How
many attend college?

K2
2
J

e Does the school offer afternoon, week-
end or summer school instruction for
students who need extra help in read-
ing and language arts or math?

instructional goals: they promote literacy by

encouraging reading. However, based on the
most recent findings in 7he Status of Public and Private School

Library Media Centers in the United States: 1999-2000, a report from the

National Center for Education Statistics, about 40 percent of public schools

with library media centers did not have a full-time state-certified library media

specialist. Only 32 percent of public schools with library media centers main- R

tained a flexible schedule for class visits to the library, while just 50 percent of

public school library media centers scheduled times before or after school when

students could use the library independently.

Under the No Child Left Behind Act, the Improving Literacy Through

S chool libraries are critical to meeting schools’

e Does the district inform parents of the
choices and options available to them
under the No Child Left Behind Act?

How many of your school’s teachers
meet the highly qualified teacher stan-
dards under No Child Left Behind? How
many teachers hold only emergency
credentials?

~ Library Use ~

Percentage of public school library
media centers with scheduled times when

School Libraries program is designed to o

improve the literacy skills of students
by providing them with access to up-

Is there an explicit student disciplinary
policy? How does the school inform
parents when their child has misbe-
haved and been placed in detention,

to-date school library materials; techno-
logically advanced school library media
centers; and well trained, professionally
certified school library media special-
ists. This new program is one compo-
nent of the U.S. Department of
Education’s commitment to dramatical-
ly improve student achievement by
focusing available resources, including
those of school library media centers, on reading achievement.

School library media centers can contribute to improved student achievement by
providing instructional materials aligned to the curriculum; by collaborating with teachers,
administrators and parents; and by extending their hours of operation beyond the school day.

The Improving Literacy Through School Libraries program is a competitive one-year
roveh i grant for school districts in which at least 20 percent of the students are from families with

day incomes below the poverty line.
I Sccondary Last month, the Department awarded districts across the country 92 of these grants
averaging $200,000, nearly double the average amount of grants ($130,000) awarded in
2002, the year of the program’s start.
For more information, visit www.ed.gov/programs/Isl.

students can use the library independently, "
by school level: 1999-2000 Suspended o expelled.
e Has the school been identified as a

90% “persistently dangerous school”?

80% A full checklist of these and more

questions is available at www.ed.gov/
parents/academic/involve/nclbchecklist.html.
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or after lunch set times classes or

school break  through-  during

[ ] Elementary

NOTE: School library may offer more than one scheduled period
or set time.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics, Schools and Staffing Survey, Public School
Library Media Center Questionnaire, 1999-2000.
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