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.ArthritisAd Hoc ReviewCmittee
Divisionof RegionalMedicalPrograms
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.

tie C-ittee shallreviewapplications.forgrantsfor the :uPPorto: a
pilotarthritisprogr= andmke rec-endations to theNatlonalAdVLSOrY
councilon RegionalMedicalprogr~s with resPectto theaPProvaland
fundingof suchapplications.

-ERSHIP

The Committeewas composedof the followingmembers:

Chairman: a

RogerD. MasonsM.D. “
SouthwestNebraskaMedicalCenter
305 East 1st Street
McCook,Nebras~ 6gOOl

Ms. PhyllisC. Annett
San FranciscoNursesAssociation
1155PineStreet
San Francisco,California 9410g

JosephP. Bailey,M.D.
Associate~ean forClinicalSciences
Chief,Sectionof Rheumatology
MedicalCollegeof Georgia
Au~sta, Georgia 30g02

WilliamF. Donaldson,M.D.
ClinicalProf.of OrthopedicSurgery
Universityof Pittsburgh
Schoolof Medicine -
128N. CraidStreet
Pittsburgh,Pa. 15213

EphratiP. Engleman,M.D.
ClinicalProf.of Medicineand
Head,RheumaticDiseaseGroup
Univ.of California
.Schoolof Medicine
San FranciscoMedicalCenter
3rd and ParnassusAvenues
San Francisco,California 94122

HenryL. Feffer,M.D.
Professorof OrthopedicSurgery
GeorgeWashingtonUniversity
MedicalCenter
2150PennsylvaniaAvenue,N.W.
Washington,D.C.

“b
AliciaE. Hastings,M.D.
Professorand Chairman
Depar~ent of PhysicalMedicine
and Rehabilitation
FreedmansHospital
6th and BryantStreet,N.W.
Washington,D.C. 20001
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John E. Kralewskfi,Ph.D.
ActingChairman .
Departmentof PreventiveMedicine
and ComprehensiveHealth
BOX 2582
Universityof Colorado
4200 E. NinthAvenue
Denver,Colorado 80220

CarrollB. Larson,M.D.
Professorof Orthopedic
ChildrensHospital
Ima City,Iowa 52242

FrankR. Sctiid,M.D.

HocReviewC-ittee

Miss PatriciaYarborough
Assoc.Prof.of PhysicalTherapy
Schoolof AlliedHealthScience
GeorgiaStateUniversity
Atlanta,Georgia 30303

Surgery

.

Chief,Sectionof Arthritis-
ConnectiveTissueDiseases
NorthwesternUniversityMedicalSchool
303 E. ChicagoAvenue
Chicago,Illinois 60611

L~ence E. Shuhan, M.D.
Director
ConnectiveTissueDivision
Departmentof Medicine .
Johns”HopkinsUniversity
942BlalockClinicalScienceBldg.
Baltimore,Maryland 21205

Mrs. FrancesS. Silverstein
Chief,OccupationalTherapyDept.
Good SamaritanHospital
6501LochRavenBlvd.
Baltimore,Maryland 21239

.Mrs.HonoraK. Wilson
Coordinatorof Educationand
ClinicalSocialWorkerin Arthritis
RanchoLos Amigos
7601E.
D-ey,

ImperialHighway
California90242
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The Committeemet one tfmein

May

ACCOMPLIS-TS .

FiscalYear 1974:

23-24-25,1974

The ArthritisAd Hoc ReviewCommitteemade an extraordinarycontribution.
to thedevelo~entof what hopefullywillbe a significantnationalprogram.
The Arthritisfundsweremade availableundera Congressionalearmarkin
December1973. The appropriationlanguagesimplysuggestedthat$5aillion
inRMP fundsbe used to developPilotArthritisCenters. It p~ovidedno other
legislativehistoryor guidance.

At that tfmeof passage,therewere no W fundsavailable.A largeportion
of theFiscalYear 1974appropriationhad not beenreleased,and thosefunds
thatwere releasedhad alreadybeen fullyobligated.In addition,therewas
virtuallyno Federalexpertiseavailablein arthritis,savea smallstaffat
N~ with a,scientificresearchorientation.Onlyone or twomembersof the
NationalInstituteof Arthritis,Metabolism,and DigestiveDiseasesCouncil
wereversedin arthritis,and thereappearedto be a completelackof expertise
anywherein theFederal@vernment on ~oblems of arthritiscareat the com-
munitylevel.

.

ArthritisCenterapplicationswere solicitedby theDivisionof Regional
MedicalPrograms(DRMP)on February27, 1974,afterreleaseof theremaining
FiscalYear 1974fundspursuantto a CourtOrder. The programannouncement
describedin generaltermsthepurposesforwhich fundscouldbe used,the
reviewprocess,and a few criteria.It was not.untilapplicationsactually
were submittedearlyin my 1974thattheprocessof defininga sound,initial
nationalprogramcouldbegin. TheAd Hoc Committeesgreatcontributionwas
to studytheapplicationsthemselvestogetherwith staffs~aries and distill
from thesetheprinciplesthatwould leadto a sensible,one-timenational
piloteffort.

The proposalswhichwere developedby applicantsundergreattimepressure
containedmany of the followingfeatures: (a)an inpatientor othercentral
facilitywith affiliatedsatelliteclinics;(b)strongpatientand public
educationcomponents;(c)someresearch;(d)major equipmentacquisition,
usuallyvehiclesand laboratoryequipment;and, frequently,(e)special
programsfor specificproblemssuchas juvenilearthritisand gout.

Afternearlya day in whichprtiry and secondaryreviewersdescribedeach
of the43,proposalsindividually,theCmittee developeda seriesof guide-
lineswhichgavepriorityto projectsof nationalsignificance,or providing
outreach~or servingthedisadvantaged.Likewise,theC-ittee agreed
generallynot to supportmajorequipmentpurchases,publiceducation,motion
pictureand videotapeproduction,research,databanksand registries.It
was felt“thattheselattertypesof activitieswere eithertoocostly,or far
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outweighedby greaterneedsat thepresentthe. C-.ittee membersthen
evaluatidthemeritsof eachapplicationindividuallyby usingtheprinciples
thattheyhad developed.In thismanner,thegroupconsideredthe43 requests
for$15aillionand finallyrecommendedapprovalof 31 applicationsfor ap-
proxfiatelytheearmarkedamount,alsoprovidingnumericalpriorityrankings
for each.

It is remarkablethatso much couldhavebeen accomplishedin a single,three-day
meeting. me Committeeprovidedexpertadviceand basicthinkingaboutwhat
shouldbe fundedandwhy, basedon theirknowledgeof nationalneeds,capabilities,
and the stateof theart. ~eir advicewas vitalin view of theFederalGovern-
ment’smeagerresourcesin arthritisand theshorttimein whichto initiateand
fundthenew program. Withoutthegroup’shardwork and thoughtfulinput,the
t=payerswouldhavebeenpoorer. Anyonewho wishesto see an exampleof con-
structiveuse of an outside,expertadvisorygroupshouldread the transcript
of thisCcmmitteelsdeliberations.

● .J “
K eth Baum,ExecutiveSecretary
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