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Researching Information

• In today’s Federal Register

• In previous Federal Registers
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How can I find information in
today’s Federal Register ?

These research tools are available in both the
online and printed editions.

• Federal Register Table of Contents:
!Alphabetical and descriptive list of all documents in a

single issue

!Appears at the front of each issue

!Online edition has hypertext links to each document in
the issue

• CFR Parts Affected In This Issue
!Lists documents is numerical order by CFR title and part

!Appears at the front of each issue

!Accessible from search page of online edition

FR Research Tools:
Today’s FR



Federal Register Table of Contents

• Documents are listed by agency name in
alphabetical order

• Cross-references direct you from cabinet
departments to subordinate agencies

• Each agency document is arranged by
category:
!  Rules

!  Proposed Rules

!  Notices

• Presidential Documents are arranged as
follows:
!Executive Orders

!Proclamations

!Determinations/Memoranda

FR Research Tools:
Today’s FR



How is the Federal Register Table of Contents arranged ?

Documents listed by agency
in alphabetical order

Cross-references from cabinet
departments to sub-agencies

Documents arranged by
category:

• Rules

• Proposed Rules

• Notices

FR Research Tools:
TOC



What information can I
find in Contents entries ?

Each document has a brief

description of subject matter

Page Numbers show the span

of pages from beginning to end

A list of any “Separate Parts”

in the issue appears at the end

of the Table of Contents

FR Research Tools:
TOC



CFR Parts Affected in this Issue

• Located in the front of the printed edition,
after the Table of Contents

• Lists CFR titles and parts affected in an issue

• Indicates whether the documents affecting
CFR parts are rules or proposed rules

• Lists the number designations of E.O.s,
Proclamations, or other Presidential
documents published in this issue

• Cites the page numbers where relevant
documents begin

FR Research Tools:
Parts Affected
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Reader Aids

• Located in the back of each daily FR issue

• Contain information on recent FR activity and new
laws

• Include:
!CFR Parts Affected During (the current month)

!FR Pages and Dates (the current month)

!Reminders -- Rules Going Into Effect (the current day) and
Comments Due Next Week

!List of Public Laws (recently enacted)

!OFR customer service information including:

» phone numbers

» world wide web addresses

» e-mail addresses

FR Research Tools:
Reader Aids



CFR Parts Affected
During (the current month)

• Cumulative table published at the end of each
FR issue in Reader Aids

• Lists documents in numerical order by CFR
title and part

• You can quickly determine:
!The CFR titles and parts affected by documents

published during the current month

!Whether the documents affecting the CFR parts are rules
or proposed rules

!The number designation of Presidential documents
published during the current month

!The page numbers where the relevant documents begin

FR Research Tools:
Reader Aids



FR Pages and Dates
(the current month)

• Cumulative table of page spans and dates
appears in each day’s FR during the current
month at the end of the issue in Readers Aids

• Page spans are on the left side of the table with
corresponding dates of publication on the right
side

• Use the date table with entries from the CFR
Parts Affected During (the current month) to
find the date a document was published in FR

FR Research Tools:
Reader Aids



CFR Parts
Affected
During (the
current
month)

FR Pages
and Dates
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Reminders

• Rules Going Into Effect (the current day)
reminds you of rule documents that become
effective on the current day, comprising:
!Rule documents published in past issues

!Rule documents published in the current issue with
immediate effective dates

• Comments Due Next Week reminds you of
previously published proposed rule
documents that have comment deadlines the
following week

FR Research Tools:
Reader Aids



Reminders
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List of Public Laws & PENS

• Appears at the end of each issue in Reader Aids

• Identifies new Public Laws by:
!Their House or Senate Bill or Resolution Numbers

!The Public Law number assigned by the OFR

!The popular name of the legislation, or a description of the
purpose of the law from the enacting clause

• PENS subscription information
(Public Laws Electronic Notification Service).
!Free e-mail service for info on newly enacted public laws

!To subscribe send e-mail to:  listserv@www.gsa.gov
with the text message: SUBSCRIBE PUBLAWS-L
<firstname><lastname>

FR Research Tools:
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How can I find documents in
past Federal Register issues?

Daily Federal Register (print edition)
! Index to CFR Parts Affected During Current Month

Federal Register Index (print edition)
!cumulative subject index of documents updated monthly

LSA (List of CFR Sections Affected)
!printed monthly, and available online, at:

http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/lsa/aboutlsa.html

!numerical listing of changes keyed to CFR parts/sections

Search the Federal Register Online, at:
!  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/aces/aces140.html

!Search by category, subject matter, date, and page number to
retrieve documents from 1995 through present day

!Hypertext Table of Contents for each day since Jan. 1998

FR Research Tools:
Previous FR

http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/lsa/aboutlsa.html
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/aces/aces140.html
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