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PRESIDENT’STRANSMITTALLETTERTO THE CONGRESS
For Reporton ReqionalMedicalpro9rams 9

On Thursday,November9, the day The ReportOn RegionalMedical

ProgramsTo The PresidentAnd The Congresswas releasedfor use by

the White House Press Corps,copiesof that Reportand the Special

o I of our News, Informationand Data publicationwere immediately

mailed to all thosecurrentlyon the mailing listsof the Division

of RegionalMedicalPrograms.

Concurrentwith the White House announcement,the Presidentfor-

wardedThe Reportto the Congresswith a letterof transmittal.

Includedin this issue is a copy of the contentsof that letter.

Since the transmittalletterwas also used as the statementto

the White House Press Corps announcingthe releaseof The Report

(seereprintfrom THE WASHINGTONPOST also included),the contents

of the letter

Special I

discussionof

*

may also be used by our readerstogetherwith the

of News, Informationand Data as backgroundfor public

The Report.
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o To the Congressof the United

I am happy to send to you the
MedicalPrograms,as required
Amendmentsof 1965.

States:

SurgeonGeneral’sfirst reporton Regional
by the Heart Disease,Cancer,and Stroke

Becausethe law and the idea behind it are new, and the problemis so
vast, the programis just emergingfrom the planningstage. But this
reportgives encouragingevidenceof progress--andit promisesgreat
advancesin speedingresearchknowledgeto the patient’sbedside.

regionscovering91 percentof our population,regionalalliances
have been formed betweenmedical schools,hospitals,and localdoctors;
24 milliondollars in Federalplanningmoney has been awarded. By early
1968,we hope to have programsunderwaycovering98 percentof the Nation’s
population.

Most important,the imagination,knowledge,and energyto operatethese
programswill come from the local level. More than 1600 local health
leaders--physicians,officialsof medicalcenters,hospitaladministrators,
teachers,and other healthworkers--areactiveas membersof regional
advisorygroups.

five regions,cooperativemedical programsare alreadyoperatingwith

@
the help of 7.3 milliondollars in Federalgrants: the Albany region,
coveringnortheasternNew York,and portionsof southernVermontand
westernMassachusetts;the Intermountainregion,coveringUtah and parts
of Colorado,Idaho,Montana,Nevada,and Wyoming;the statesof Kansas,
Missouri,and Wisconsin. These areas are reportingimportantresults
already.

In the Intermountainregion,for example,physiciansand community
hospitalsare now linkedby specialradio and televisionnetworkswith
expertsat the Universityof Utah Medical Center in Salt Lake City.

Wisconsin,doctorsare making specialstudiesof uterinecancer patients,
with the hope of improvingand standardizingtreatmentmethods.

The Missouriregion is pioneeringnew servicesin the Smithvillearea,
where doctorsand patientsbenefitfrom computer-assistedX-ray diagnosis
and other advancedtechniqueswhich may some day be availablein the
entire region.

Progressis beingmade and I believethese programswill help us over-
come the dreaded killerdiseases--heart,cancer,and stroke. And they
will put us fartheralong the road to our goal of modernmedical care
for everyAmericancitizen.

LyndonB. Johnson
The White House
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