
CHAPTER TWELVE 

The “File-Drawer” Problem and Calculation of Effect Size 

The file-drawer problem appears to have two causes: the reluctance of 
researchers to report their null results and the reluctance of professional jour-
nal editors to include studies whose results fail to reach statistical signifi-
cance. Such studies remain in the “file-drawers” of the researchers. How 
much would these inaccessible studies affect the results of our meta-analysis? 
The answer seems to be not much.1 

Effect Size - Difference Between Two Means 

1 Gene Glass, and Barry McGaw, “Choice of the Metric for Effect Size in Meta-Analysis”; Larry 
Hedges, “Estimation of Effect Size from a Series of Independent Experiments”; Larry Hedges and 
Ingram Olkin, “Vote-Counting Methods in Research Synthesis.” 
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