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�� IntroductionIntroduction

�� WeatherWeather

�� Farming Farming 

� History of forage analysis in Northern Ireland

� Hillsborough Feeding Information System (HFIS)

� Enhancing analytical reports with feeding models

� Ensuring the accuracy of the service

� Service delivery

� Staffing the service

� Costing the service

� Future developments
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♦ AFBI Hillsborough achieved certification in 
ISO 9001 in 2006

♦ Analytical Services Laboratory at AFBI
Hillsborough also achieved UKAS Accreditation
i.e. BS17025 for a number of tests including fat,  
protein, lactose, casein & urea in milk

♦ We are working to extend this UKAS Accreditation
to cover the HFIS forage service
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Grass silage trend analysis for protein
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Values >2 or <-2 are significantly different from mean result
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� In the mid 90s silage analysis had a very poor press

�� WeWe have worked successfully for over the past 12 years to promote 
silage analysis and the need for it

� The techniques perfected at Hillsborough are now regarded as the 
benchmark methods

� The Hillsborough Feeding Information System is well regarded by the 
whole of the industry in Ireland for:-

•the accuracy of the predictions
•the quality of the service
•the extent of the service
•the speed of the service
•it’s independence
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