Tree tobacco is a loose-branch-
ing, small, evergreen tree or shrub
between 6 and 18 feet tall.

The large, lance-shaped, smooth
leaves appear on short stalks
opposite each other low on the
branches. The upper leaves lack
stalks and lie in a somewhat
upward angle against the branch.

White, yellow, greenish or red,
trumpet-shaped flowers open at
night and are 0.5 to 1.5 inches
long.

Distribution and habitat

Tree tobacco is a native of South
America, but is naturalized along
streams and roadsides in low ele-
vation, semi-arid areas of the
southwestern United States. In the
Big Bend area of Texas, it occurs
frequently along the Rio Grande
and smaller streams and in south-
ern Texas as well. Tree tobacco is
also used as an ornamental.
Regions: 2, 6, 7, 10.

Toxic agent

The tobaccos contain the toxic
alkaloids nicotine and anabasine,
and all parts of the evergreen
plant are toxic year-round.

In Texas, cattle and horses are
most frequently poisoned. The
toxic dose for horses is 0.5 percent

Tree Tobacco

Nicotiana glauca

of body weight in leaves, while
poisonings in cattle are reported at
2 percent of the body weight.
Swine, sheep and probably goats
are also susceptible.

Livestock signs
Signs appear shortly after con-
sumption of acutely toxic
amounts. They may include:
e Stumbling
e Muscle trembling
« Salivation
e Frequent urination
« Vomiting
e Diarrhea
« Death due to respiratory paralysis
Birth defects, crooked legs and/
or cleft palate may occur in young
when the mother consumed a low
level during the first trimester of
pregnancy.

Integrated management
strategies

The plant is generally unpalat-
able to livestock. Maintaining
good range condition and an ade-
quate forage supply is the best
way to avoid problems.

Activated charcoal may be of
some use in treating acutely poi-
soned animals.
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