Butterweed is a cool-season
annual that usually grows to 18 to
20 inches tall. On rare occasions it
grows to 40 inches. The basal
leaves, up to 4 inches long, are
deeply lobed, with oblong, lateral
lobes having wavy margins.

Although the plant usually has
one stalk, it occasionally has a
few. It can be unbranched or
branched above, depending upon
moisture and soil fertility.

Numerous yellow flowers stand
on short stalks, forming a large
terminal cluster.

Distribution and habitat
Butterweed may be found in
many of the areas of Texas, but
large populations are usually pres-
ent only in the eastern third of the
state. It is often found in clay or
heavy loam soils in disturbed
areas, stream bottoms, ditches and
flood plains. Regions: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.

Toxic agent

These plants contain pyrrol-
izidine alkaloids that cause pro-
gressive liver cirrhosis. Consump-
tion of large amounts of the plant
can result in acute liver necrosis.
However, in most instances, sever-
al months elapse between con-
sumption and the appearance of
clinical signs.

Butterweed

Senecio glabellus

Horses, cattle and llamas have
died of liver cirrhosis after being
on pastures containing butterweed.

Livestock signs

Sudden death has been seen in
some cases in which horses were
placed on almost pure butterweed
paddocks with no hay or feed.

Most animals are clinically nor-
mal for several months after con-
suming the plant and then demon-
strate signs of poisoning, which
are all related to loss of liver func-
tion and can include:

* Anorexia

< Depression
* Weight loss
e Aggression
e Death

Integrated management
strategies

Animals should not be forced to
consume these unpalatable plants.
Poisoning has not been observed in
species other than llamas if there is
adequate pasture or good quality
hay and feed available. Llamas
may be more sensitive to the
pyrrolizidine alkaloids or less dis-
criminating in their eating habits.

Sheep are more resistant to
pyrrolizidine alkaloid poisoning and
may be used to “clean” the pastures
while the plants are young. Severe
infestations may be controlled with

broadleaf herbicides such as 2,4-D
or Grazon P+D®at 0.5 to 1.0 pound
a.i./acre in the spring with good
growing conditions.
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