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i3
Distribution: O -"f

in the Faroe Islands nort
Finland and Kanc}b.ou egic
1800’s and early 1990’s.
other areas of the world, inclt
i but as being rarely seen wit
r blooms are increasing worlc W
nsions in North America, Eqr e and N
ealand. Itis distributed in the western Unite
States and has recently been found on the east
in Vermont, New York, Virginia, West V fy
*

Pennsylvania, and Maryland.

Size: The single cell is roug;hly 100 um in eng

resembles an old fashioned cok*mttle_. s

3 . 7
scription: The diatom is a single-celled alga that form mucopolysaccharide stalks. These sta
hite, gray, yellow or light brown mats that cover and suffocate stream bottoms. It looks slimy, b

ritty, like wet wool or cotton. 1t can look like toilet paper, fiberglass or shag carpet in the water.

mpacts to Aguatic Ecosystem: . .

idymo mats occur in late winter and early spring and can form thick mats if conditions are suitable. Th :
ats persist for two or more months and can damage macroinvertebrate and other algal communities.
2search is being conducted to determine how fish and other vertebrates in the ecosystem are affectedqb 3

pymo :
Means of Introduction: Probably anglers or stream waders transporting plant material and D|dymo fragm

or cells on clothing and boots. Many of the areas currently infested are visited by anglers. Felt bottom w
boots have been implicated as a probable vector.

Status in Maryland: Found in early 2008 in Gunpowder Falls below Prettyboy Reservoir in Baltimore
County. Since July 2008, DNR and Baltimore County/DEPRM have been monitoring Didymo occurrence

~ monthly in the Gunpowder Falls between Prettyboy and Loch Raven reservoirs. No Didymo has been dete
in the Gunpowder Falls upstream from Prettyboy Reservoir or downstream from Loch Raven Reservoir.
‘Didymo was not detected during June 2008 in Big Hunting Creek, Casselman River, Youghiogheny River,
Bear Creek, Savage River, or North Branch Potomac River.

Click Here for detailed map of Didymo locations and survey sites in Maryland.

- For more information on invasive species in Maryland
jisi v.dnr.state.md.us/invasives. "!MARYLAND
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http://www.dnr.state.md.us/invasives/Didymo_Maps.asp




