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California needs to increase its use of 
clean, renewable sources of electricity.  
One vital tool to enable this to happen is 
increasing the state’s Renewable Electricity 
Standard (RES) to at least 33 percent by 2020. 
 
The current RES statute, often referred to as the 
Renewables Portfolio Standard, requires 
regulated electric utilities to increase their use of 
wind, solar and other eligible renewable 
electricity sources by at least one percent per 
year, reaching at least 20 percent by 2010.   
 
While municipal utilities are required to adopt 
their own RES, they are not yet bound by the 
same statutory requirements and oversight as the 
investor-owned utilities.  
 
A 33 Percent Renewable Electricity 
Standard (RES) Will Provide Significant 
Benefits to Californians: 

o Result in 13 million metric tons of global 
warming emission reductions in 2020—
equivalent to removing almost three 
million cars from the road, or enough to 
avoid 10 new large fossil fuel power 
plants. 

 

o Stimulate clean technology investment and 
innovation and grow the ‘green collar 
jobs’ economy by sending a clear market 
signal that new renewables will be 
developed in our state.   

 

o Provide market certainty for developers, 
investors and planners of renewables 
projects and transmission.  

 

o Diversify the state’s energy supply and 
help protect consumers from natural gas 
price volatility.   

 

o Help meet our global warming pollution 
cap under AB 32.  

 

o Promote long-term planning in the 
infrastructure needed to support high 
levels of renewable energy development. 

 

o Deliver air quality benefits in impacted 
communities by reducing future fossil 
fuel generation.  

 

Clearing the Air 
Roughly 22 percent of California’s global 
warming emissions result from electricity used 
throughout the state.  Increasing the amount of 
electricity from clean, renewable sources would 
help address global warming by reducing these 
heat-trapping greenhouse gas emissions.  
Moreover, a strong renewable energy standard 
will improve the air we breathe by shifting away 
from an over-reliance on fossil fuels toward 
cleaner sources that emit less air pollution.   
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California: A Leader in Renewables 
A 33 percent RES, with appropriate reforms to 
the existing statute, would further expand 
California’s renewable energy market and its 
booming clean tech industry.  California clean 
tech companies received $1.8 billion in venture 
capital investments in 2007—almost half of total 
clean tech investments in the U.S.  By 2020, a 33 
percent RES will result in over 13,000 megawatts 
of new renewable power—enough to meet the 
electricity needs of 8 million typical homes. 

 
The state legislature is considering bills that would 
raise the RES to at least 33 percent, codifying the 
state policy goal endorsed by the Governor in 
Executive Order S-14-08. A 33 percent RES is also 
supported by leadership in both chambers of the state 
legislature, as well as the California Energy 
Commission, the California Public Utility 
Commission, and the California Air Resources 
Board. 

  
A 33 percent statutory RES is supported by dozens of organizations including: 

 

• American Lung Association of California  
• Association of Irritated Residents 
• Bayview Hunters Point Community Advocates 
• Breathe California  
• California League of Conservation Voters 
• California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation  
• California Wind Energy Association 
• Center for Biological Diversity 
• Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment  
• Clean Power Campaign 
• Clean Water and Air Matter 
• Coalition for Clean Air  
• Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life of 

Southern California 
• Earth Day Los Angeles  
• Energy Independence Now  
• Environment California 
• Environmental Defense Fund    

• Environmental Entrepreneurs (E2)  
• Friends of the Earth 
• Global Green USA  
• Green for All  
• Green Power Institute  
• Interfaith Environmental Council (Los Angeles)  
• Large Scale Solar Association  
• Latino Environmental Advancement & Policy 

Institute 
• Marin Carbon Project 
• Natural Resources Defense Council  
• Pacoima Beautiful   
• Planning and Conservation League 
• Sierra Club California 
• The Solar Alliance 
• The Vote Solar Initiative  
• Union of Concerned Scientists  

 

(Partial List) 
 
 
 

Call, Write or Fax  
Your State Assembly Member 
Ask your Assembly Member to support the  
33% Renewable Electricity Standard reform bill 
 

Phone: 916-319-20##, FAX: 916-319-21##  (last two digits are your Assembly Member’s district number);   
Find your State Assembly district number: http://www.LegInfo.CA.gov/YourLeg.html          
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