
National Arboviral Surveillance System
CDC / CSTE “Big-Ticket Items” 2004

• ArboNET (= NEDSS) vs. NETSS for human cases

• National surveillance case definition

• National reporting of West Nile fever



National Arboviral Surveillance System
ArboNET / NETSS for Human Cases

• ArboNET
• “Tracking the virus in real-time”
• Humans, birds, equines, mosquitoes, etc.
• Human encephalitis / meningitis / WN fever
• Confirmed / probable / suspected
• Reduced reporting lag

• NETSS
• Annual Summary of Notifiable Diseases (MMWR)
• Human data only
• Encephalitis / meningitis (NNDL)
• Confirmed / probable
• Substantial reporting lag



National Arboviral Surveillance System
ArboNET / NETSS for Human Cases

• Problems
• Confusion
• Duplicate reporting of human data

• The Future = NEDSS
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National Surveillance Case Definition:
Issues

• Further revisions:
• None? / Tinkering? / Paradigm shift?

• More detailed / specific clinical criteria?
• “Dynamic” laboratory criteria (web link)
• More generic to cover other exotics (e.g., VEE)?
• Non-ME neurologic presentations (e.g, AFP)?
• WN fever & other arboviral fevers?



West Nile Fever
Old Disease, New Surveillance Issue

• 1999-2001: <10 cases reported (ArboNET)
• 2002: ~900 cases reported 
• 2003 ~6,000 cases reported
• Morbidity modest, mortality low
• Not on NNDL but reporting encouraged 

(ArboNET & NETSS)
• NETSS EVENT code 10049 (2002)
• CDC “recommended” case definition 

available (2002)


