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‘t August 2, 1994 ~,.. .-. ;;
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The Honorable Hazd R. O!Leary
.:~

secretaryof Energy
:
$

washin@oq D.C. 20585 .:>.. . . ,.
.4‘\“D’earsecretaryozesry ‘ ‘ ,,,. *,:, .-. ,.,.- :

The lkfbnse kk.ar Facilities Safety Board ”(Bo$fd)has reviwd the 13epartmmt of Energy’s “,- ,.; ” ,~,
(DOE) Implementation Plan subfittcd to the Board on July 5, 1994, for Board Recommendation ~.; .. .+

. 93+ e.ntitl@Mm”ntainingAccegstoNucle~ we? =w~i+ in tie fi.en-% Nuc&~ C~P~= -.,;.-:;;.;:;; ~’ ‘q-. .-.-- .. .,--- ..-:
“,me tasks and commitments in DOE’s Implementation Plan for Recommendation 93-6 conform to the ~~.”.”. ~

standards ~ forth in the Board’sPolicy Statement No. 1, qiterio for Judging the A&quacy of .
DOE!rResponses atuilmp!ementation PhfwBmd&comme&tiw (55 Fed Reg. 43398). T& :

“‘BoM@thcreforq accepts the submitted Implementation Plan for Recommendation 93=6,with the , ;<
: fbllowing two rcscrvw“Ons. . :’

,. }.-, .

TheBoardbelieves thatthe definition ofuitiod skills and knowi~ge rckdting fim the first two” . ~” . ~
,’ major commdmcnts of the lleco~on 93+ Implementation Plan (“ISSKP-] mand “XSSKP.2n). ‘; . . ~

.,.:.

.;.,<, sl@d be used to support the pcrsond s@ction and tr@niq activik (CommitmaItS 4.1 and 4.4) .. ;;: >.:-’. j
that are part of the in!hastructure created by DOE’sImpkmcntation Plan for Recommendation 93.3, ”~’~T‘“:~-.“~~:.
Improving DOE Technical C@nMiV in fifemse NuchrFmilitiesh~-. Integration ofthtst .-,.... . ;
activities has Signwarw pot- ~~~t f~ DOE’S~ofis to -~ ~wuat~y * ~d * .’:‘“ . ‘
technically compet=t ~nnd ~ ** ~Pons Pfo~ ~~ti~ ~~at~ M* ~e~ - ~-;
and testing.

. --- :.-,. .“ ,. ,.-’ ‘.. . .. . .. . . ,.. -.

~‘ &Board notes thatthe Introduction to the kccmun~dtion 934 Impkmm”t$tionPlan docu&& -‘,. ~”- ~~1
certain assumptions W W= A ~ *C d-dopm~ Of~C plSII- bong the= ~ptiO* i? ~ , .:.
~... iid.lyintegrated exercises and hydronuckar experiments will be conducted at the Nevada Te& ~‘ ;

.. ‘ Site for the puqmae of ~n~ng the .=fe ~ndu~ of ~~~ t- o~tions”” h *? My Of* “;’ “~
xmpkm~tion PM hOVWVW,it k SWdd@ OIJJb *SC= of hydronucl= UCP~_ - ‘” “,-- .. 1
functional area exemks md fidhcale CJCerciseawill be conducted whk% in the short tcnm will c j
maintain the Capabiity to Ca@lct Udergmd nwkartestssafely.” Towre~~B~s .“ ‘= .:; ~. .,j
Recommendation MI] bCfilly @Jm=@i * Bo~d rquires clafificstion on how DOE ~uld ““. “.’ ‘j
intend to ensure the& maintenance of safe testing capability, if the filly WgrMd exercising “~ L. ,, ~
of ●ctual operations that would@ provided by i program of hydronuclear cxpetiments is not ,., .2

... .’
impl?ment~. - . , .:,.. , .. ...“ ‘. - ,-~ ...
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The Boti is%nprcsscd with DOE’scomrnitrna~ as reflected in the Recommendation 93-6
In@cmentation Pl~ to address ~ sqious issues that the Board idcntii. It is especiallynotable
that DOE has c.onunittcdto sn ongoi.n~ integrated skillsand knowledge identification and
.&cumcntation ~gmm that should reduce the potential for degradatim of DOE’scapddity to safely
conduct dismantlement and testing activities, due to fbture personnei losses.

The Board wdl follow with considerable intere~ DOES progress in the implementation of
Recommendation 93-6.
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Sincerely,

f~f
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H

John T.’ onway. . .. . . . ..- . . Chai an.

The Honorable Victor H. Reis, DP-1 ‘
Mr. Mark B. Whitaker, Acting EH-6
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